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PREFACE

This is the thirty-sixth book, in serial order, compiled under
the Sindhi Adabi Board's Folklore & Literature Project.
approved in 1956 for the collection, compilation and publication
of Sindhi Folklore.

The work on this Project was started in January 1957, and
the first two years were devoted mainly to the collection of the
oral tradition and the written record. The oral tradition was
reduced to writing through a net-work of field workers, one
stationed in each taluka area.The compilation and publication
work commenced from 1959. So far, 21 volumes have been
published and this is the twenty second of the forty volumes
proposed to be published under this project.

This book belongs to the series of volumes pertaining to the
most popular and time-honoured folk stories which have
captured the imagination of the people of the Lower Indus
Valley of Sindh for more than one thousand years. Of the ten
volumes in this series, one (Book 28) cointains the story of a
great epic, seven (Books 29 to 35) are devoted to the stories of
love and romance, while this last but one volume (Book 36)
pertains to the story of personal valour and the inventive
technique by which the hero kills a sea monster by diving deep
in a specially built “Glass-Capsule Machine.”

As pointed out in the introduction to the Twenty-ninth
Book, 'folk stories' are those narrations which have a geo-
historical basis, Thus, Morirro. the hero of this story, in
supposed to have belonged to the locality where Karachi city
stands today, and is said to have flourished during the reign of
Dalurai, a chief figuring mainly in folklore, who might have
-ruled sometime during the first half of the 11th centurey A.C.



The earliest reference to this story in obtained in a verse
composed by the turn of the 14th century. Subsequently, it was
used as one of the main themes in the poetical compendium of
Shah Abdul Latif (d. 1752). Under the present investigation, 19
versions of it have been recorded in prose and poetry from all
over the regio. .

Briefly the story runs as follows:-

Two orphan brothers.Bachu and Barach, were very clever
but poor, and hence they took to stealing which brought them
into disrepute. They then left the village and went to Jogi
Rawalzin and learnt magic from him. Barach then married a
beautiful girl, and a son, Obahioby name, was born to him.
Eventually, Obahio settled down at Sone Mianee' and became a
renowned fisherman of his times.

Seven sons and one daughter were born to Obahio. Except
Morirro, the youngest of them, all the other brothers took to
fishing as their profession. Morirro wes very intelligent, but
being lame he used to stay behind at home with his aging father.
He was, however, dear to his brothers, who would pay the
fishing tax themselves but give him his share of the daily catch
free and regularly. But their wives would taunt Morirro's wife
saying that her husband did not go to work, sat idle at home and
got the share of the catch from their husbands for nothing.

Hearing this, Morirro left his home and joined the Court of
Dalurai. When he killed a lion there single-handed. Dalurai was
very impressed and granted him the fishing port of Sone Mianee
as a tax free estate. Morirro informed his father and brothers,
who were very much pleased, while the wives of his brothers
blushed in shame and repented for what they had said.

' A fishing village of early times. lecated at seme distance nerth-west of
Karachi.
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The brothers then came to the capital of Dalurai, apologized
to Morirro and took him to Sone Miani to their father. Morirro
met him and everyone else, stayed there for sometime, and then
returned to join the court of Dalurai.

Being in possession of the tax-free port, Morirro's brothers
grew rich, had bigger fishing boats and began sailing on the high
seas for ever larger catch of fish. Their experienced father,
finding them to be too adventurous, advised them that they
might go for fishing in every direction, but should scrupulously
avoid the area of the “Kun of Kalachi”,' which was unsafe due
to the deadly Maungar Machhu (Whale). These daring proud
youngmen, however, did not listen to his advice, and one day, on
purpose, they headed for the 'Kun of Kalachi'.

On reaching the spot, they spread their rachchu (the fishing
net for the ocean)confidently, but when it was time to pull out
the net, they found it all stuck up deep inside the water. All of
them were expert divers, but the eldest brother dived first to find
out the cause. It was the sea monster, and the man who dived
was swallowed down. The second brother followed him, but one
by one all of them were swallowed by the monster.

With alarm old Obahio sent the news to Morirro, who
informed Dalurai that he must avenge the death of his dear
brothers and kill the sea monster. He asked the chief's help and
told him that he would need a specially built Ka-ev ji Kull
(Glass-Capsule Machine) with all the necessary facilities, in
which he could sit and lower himself down into the ocean to
fight with the monster. Dalurai ordered that such a machine be
built. and it was soon ready for him.

Morirro directed the operation. The Kull (Machine) was
taken to the spot and he entered into it taking sharp long knives
with him. He instructed that the Kull be lowered down and it

" Literally. the “Whirlpool of Kalachi™.
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should again be pulled up when he gave the signal by shaking
the rope.

As he descendd, the monster attacked him; as it opened its
mouth to swallow him, he fixed the knives vertically against its
jaws and then leaving the capsule he entered through the mouth
and cut his way through the heart and lungs of the monster and
killed it. He then tied the ropes around body, gave a signal by
shaking the rope and was pulled up to the surface.

The body of the monster was then pulled out of water to the
shore by some hundreds and thousands of mares (or she-
buffaloes). As they opened up the stomach of the monster, they
found the bodies of the six brothers who were then buried
coremoniously. Dalurai conferred awards on Morirro, and the
hero was long after remembered for his love for his brothers
whose deaths he avenged. and for his valour and the unique
technique by which he killed the monster.

Most of the versions describe the monster to be Maungar
Machchu (Whale) while some refer to it as Kachchaoon (a big
sea Turtle). It is more plausible to think of it as a shark. or it may
have been any of the big whales known as Veesar and Veelrro
which are hunted and brought to the Karachi coastline to this
day by the professional fishermen of Karachi who proudly
proclaim themselves to be the descendants of Morirro. They live
in Khaddah (Karachi city). Ibrahim Hyderi Village, and Baba
and Bhit islands. the graves of Morirro's six brothers and sister
stand within the Karachi city area on the road leading from
Khaddah to Mauripur. while the grave of Morirro stands on a
hill-top at some distance from the brother's graveyard.

University of Sindh, N.A. BALOCH
7th March, 1967. Director.
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