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PREFACE

This is the thirty-fifth book, in serial order, compiled under the
Sindhi Adabi Board's Folklore and Literature Project, approved in 1956
for the collection, compilation and publication of Sindhi Folklore.

The work on the Project was started in January 1957, and the
first two years were devoted mainly to the collection of the oral
tradition and the written record. The oral tradition was reduced to
writing through a net-work of field workers, one stationed in each
taluka area. The compilation and publication work commenced from
1959. So far, 22 volumes have been published and this is the twenty-
third of the forty volumes proposed to be published under this project.

A series of ten volumes (No. 28-No. 37)' under the project is
planned to codify the more popular and time honoured Folk Stories'.2*
This volume containing the story of '‘Dhol-and-Maru’' is one of the
seven volumes (No. 29-No. 35) of this series covering specifically the
most popular stories with love and romance as their central theme. This
is one of the romantic stories which gained popularity and came to be
narrated by the professional bards and minstrels during the course of
centuries. Some of its versions indicate the more developed form of
‘artistic narration’ wherein the prose style is vitalized with the
introduction of gahun (rhymed verses)’ and the narration is raised to
the musical form of recitation-cum-singing.

In substance, the story of Dhol-Maru runs as follows: The
famine having stricken his lands, the king migrates to another country
where he is received most cordially by the local ruler. Both then
become friends, and when a son (Dhol) is born to the one and a
daughter (Maru) to the other, they marry them when they are still
children under the care of their parents. The guest king eventually
returns to his own country, years roll by, the parents die, and the
children (Dhol and Maru) grow up separately in their own countries. As
Dhol attains youth, he is captivated by a crafty girl of his country who
knows about his early marriage with Maru, and contrives to keep him
absorbed so that he forgets all about her. But Maru does not forget
Dhol and she sends him messages which apparently do not reach him.
When Dhol fails to respond and Maru knows the reason, she Sends him
most affectionate messages telling him that she was no more the little

' With the discovery and accumulation of more information at a later
stage, the earlier plan of seven volumes (No. 28 to No. 34), referred to
in the'Preface'to'Vol. 34', was revised and extended to ten volumes.

? As differentiated from 'Folk Tales’ (see prefaces to Vols. 27 and 29).
3. For gahun, see prefaceto Vol. 27.

3



girl he had Seen long ago; now she was in the prime of her youth and a
paragon of beauty.

These messages finally reach Dhol, and being moved by them,
he decides to leave for Maru. A young swift-footed camel plays the
important role of carrying him to her. The villain girl pierces iron nails
into the camel's feet to prevent Dhol from reaching his destination; but
on the way, Dhol discovers the camel’s plight, takes out the nails and
finally meets Maru.

Maru and Dhol pass some days together there, and when Dhol
intends to return to his own country, a local chief attempts to snatch
away Maru from him. This trial is but short-lived, and Dhol and Maru
join together and return safely to Dhol's country. The design of the
villain girl stands defeated and the two live together a happy life.'

Eleven differing versions of this story have been recorded,
nine from the oral tradition current in the Hyderabad, Sanghar and
Tharparkar districts of Sindh region (W. Pakistan) and two from the
printed sources which represent the tradition of the adjacent lands of
Marwar and Gujrat. The 'story' is known in the southern and central
parts of West Pakistan, and also in the adjacent Indian territories of
Rajputana, Bikaner, Jesalmer, Jodhpur, Kachh and Gujrat. Its epicentre,
as determined by the different versions, lies in the Southwestern part of
the Lower Indus Valley of Sindh and the adjacent territories of Marwar.

The substance of the story (the early engagement and
separation of Dhol and Maru and their later reunion after trials and
tribulations) remains the same in all the versions, but they differ in
subisdiary details, such as the nomenclature of personal and place
names, the original home lands of the parents of Dhol and Maru and the
circumstances bringing them together, the name and position of the
crafty girl who ensnares Dhol, the way Maru succeeds in getting her
messages across to Dhol, the way Dhol plans to leave by riding the
swift-footed camel to meet Maru, and the name, position and plans of
the local chief who tries to snatch away Maru from Dhol.

The appeal of the story lies, mainly, in the circumstances
attending the initial marriage and the long separation between Dhol and
Maru, the romantic messages of Maru depicting the details of her
physical beauty and charm, and the role of the swift-footed camel who
carries Dhol but suffers from the iron-nails pierced into its feet.

'Dhol-&-Maru' is predominantly a 'story' but it also contains
some features of 'tale’ whereby the animals (camel, donkey) and the’
birds (flamingo, swan) also speak. This indicates that as compared to
the other 'Romantic Stories' this story is of an earlier origin.

University of Sindh, N. A. BALOACH
Hyderabad, Pakistan. Director
December 12, 1960. Folklore project
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