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INDIAN RAILWAYS.
BY AN OLD INDIAN POSTMASTER.

"A.I,gir's IImlill' llAn.," Afl§f'd
13tA, 1846.
" In regard to the great line to
connect the seat of government with
the extreme north-west, the author'•
opinions are peculiar."

Tlae " 11'Dlill' NBWS," Fti6rva1'J
22tld, 1848.
"The beet teetimon7of the aound•
neaa of the 'Old Po1tmaeter'1' vien
is, that, in the settlement of Indian
Railways, u far u it hu recentl7
taken place, not a few of hia opinionl
have been followed b7 those in a11·
thorit7.''
" Ta• TnlBs," 19t1 NfYIJftlllJw,
1851.
"The line (in Bengal) to
have been adopted, which wu originall7 recommended b7 lb. W. P.
Andrew."

CJmo:inCLi,"
N,ooembw 20(1, 1851.

T,W "llOB1'mG

"B7 recent accounts from India,
we observe that the Howreh termi·
indicated by Mr. Andrew to
eave bridging the Booghly, had
been adopted."

DUS,

T!ltl "0BHBVBB," NOHml>er 23nl,
1851. India• lltWM119•.
" It ia not a little remarkable, on
:reviewing the past and present poai·
tion of Indian railwa7e, to perceive
that the views of a private individual
have prevailed against, and linall7
overthrown, the plans of the Indian
Railway Commieaion.
"The Govemment and people of
India are therefore indebted to the
'Old Indian Postmaster,' who baa
thus sand them from prosecuting
a design which would haYB led to
disastrous and humiliating reaulta."

"Ta• Eooiro:inBT," ~ lStA,
1851.
11
We - with aome utilf'acti.on.
that the Tien pl"Opounded .. to
forming railway• in India, by .Hr.
W. P. Andrew, nnder the oognomen
of an 'Old Indian Polltmuter,' and
which w- long ago NOOmmended
in our journal, llnd favour in India,
and are likely to be adopted."

T.W "BBJTAErU," ~ 18tl,
1851.
••It Ui announced, we - , b1 the
• Friend of India,' receiYed by the
1aet mail, ' Tbat the Court of Direoton had decided for the adoption of
the line pmpoeed b1 Major Kennedy
from the collieriea to Bajmabal, and
thence np the yalley of the Gangee,'
which ie euctly IA. ICheme ~·
nall7 proponnded and adYocated by
tha 'Old Indian Postmaater,' (Mr.
W.P. Andrew) in 1846,eome two01'
three 7ean1 before Major Kennedy
went to India, and to whom ncl1&einl7 the merit bi due of having
pointed out the emmeous rien or
the East Indian Railway Compan7,
and adopted by the India Got'ern·
ment Bailwa7Commiseion. Bad the
authorities acted upon Mr. Andrew'1
Tieww, a large an~ nselen npencii.
tme of time and money would have
OOel1 aaYed; and it Ui admitted on
all hancb that thie r,tleman 'hu
1&Yedrailwa7enterprieein lndialrom
a great and lamentable fai!UJ'I.'"

T.W "llo:aimr& Hn.un," &p~ Ut,\ 1852.
" lb. Andrew bi well known u
the author of a nluable work pubfuhed aome 7ean lince by Mr. Pel·
ham Richardson, under the "4
grurn of an • Old Indian Post. master,' b1 which public and ofllcial
Dotie& was mainly, if not fins, di·
rect.ed to the great .abject of railway
rommunications in India."

4z_o

w.

L&w·a AJID llOJr,

••urra1u1. 21,

IPl•C• LAii&, CO•Jrlll&.L.

"The sea stages of the present route to India, exclusive of the
trip across the Channel, are two; one from Marseille'! or Tri,c-t,,
to Alexandria; and the other from Suez to (Kurrnchee) Bumliay,
or Calcutta. These stages constitute by far the longest part of
the journey, being 11075 miles, performed by steamers; from
which an average speed of some ten miles an hour is all that can
be expected. The longer again of these two stages is that from
Suez to Hindostan, llS it includes a circuit round two sides of the
triangular territory of Arabia. The first object, therefore, is to
get rid of the detour by Aden ; and this is to be done by carrying
ths passengers to the mouths of the Orontes, instead of the mouths
of the Nile, and forwarding them across the Turkish territory to
Bussornh, at the head of the Persian Gulf. The railroad required
for this purpose would run along the Euphrates Valley, and its
length would not exceed 900 miles; whereas, its completion
would reduce the distance from London to Calcutta by more than
01111-halj,-by twenty days in fact out of thirty-nine !"-The Times.
"There is scarcely one important article of tropical production
which is consumed in this country, either as the rnw material of
our manufactures, or as articles of daily use, for the production
of which India is not as well or better adapted than any other
country; while its dense and industrious population would seem
to offer an illimitable demand for our manufactures. Nor are
there opposed to these national and flattering elements of commerce any fiscal restrictions to counteract their beneficial results."
-The Economist.
"It is to India that the ·chief enterprise of British commerce
and civilisation should be directed by an intelligent legislatw·e."
-Black1Cood'1 lllagari.1111.

EQUIVALENTS IN INDIAN AND ENGLISH CURRENCY.

12 Pie
16 Annas
100,000 Rupee1
100 Laca

.

EQUIVALE~'TS

= 1 Anna = lld.
= 1 Rupee= 21.

= 1 Lac · = .£10,000.
= 1 Crore = £1,000,000.

IN INDIAN

80 Tolaa
40 Seers
28Maunds -

A~D

ENGLISH WEIGHTS•

1 Seer = 2 lba.
I Mauiid = 80 lbs.
2240 lbs, = 1 ton.
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NOTE.
An influential body of English merchants and
manufacturers
sent a memorial to. Lord Claren,
don on the" ey~_..of bis departure. to the reace
Congress at Paris, praying that in the arrangements about to be entered into, due regard should
be had to the se~uring new outlets for the products
of B~itish manu~acturing science and skill ..
Those who are interested in the extension of British
commerce should turn ·their eyes tq the once rich,
but now forgotten plains of the Euphrates and
Tigris, and· t~e great countries· drained by the
Indus and its 'tributaries, and learn tlie wants, the
capabilitieS'~ ~nd the resources of those vast, interesting, and' most important regions.
The autbor has, as on former occasions, to express
·his ackn~wl~dgments to the Government Authorities for the ready access to official papers. Mr.
. Frere, ·~he Commissioner of Scinde, especially has
favoured him with valuable data as to the trade of
Scinde and ~he lndus, at once authentic and recent,
and·· riot otherwise obtainable. General Chesney,
several officers of the Euphrates Expedition, and
more rec-ent travellers in Eastern countries have
.also placed hini under obligation.
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IMMEDIATE OBJECTS CONTEMPLATED.-The
Scinde .Railway Company was established to introduce
railways into the province of Scinde,-the first section commencing at the port of Kurrachee, and proceeding to a
point on the lndus in the vicinity of Hydrabad.
This line about llO miles in length, will place Kurrachee,
the only seaport of 8cinde, in communication with the Jn.
dus, the great commercial artery of the countries on our
north-west frontier, at a point .where the river becomes
free from the intricacies, dangers and delays of the naviga•
tion of the Delta.
The great political and commercial advnntages 11·hich
may be fairly expected from this undertaking are cleMly
set forth in the clespatches of the Commissioner of Scinde
aml the reports of the Engineer officers in the service of
the Honourable East India Company, who have made a
preliminary survey of tl1e line. (Vide pp. 65, 74, 77, 81.)
CONTRACT WITH EAST INDIA COMPANY.The effect of the contract between the Honourable East
India Company and the Scinde Railway Company i!'I, that
the Enst India Company guarantee a minimum rate of
interest on the capital of 5 per cent. per annum for 99 years.
The Honourable East India Company grant a lease of the
land necessary for the railway aud works for ninety-nine

years, free of charge. On the opening of the line, all net
profits exceeding the rnte of interest guaranteed are to be
divided-one half of the surplus is to go to the shareholders, and the other half to the East India Compan1, in
liquidation of the interest they have advanced. When
this. interest is repaid, the entire '11urplu1 profit goes to the
shareholders. The East India Compan1 reserve a right to
regulate the trains and fare11; and as 1oon u the dividend
exceeds 10 per cent., to lower the fare1, but not 10 as to
reduce the profit below that rate. The East India Company also reserve power, after the first twenty-five or fifty
years, to purchase the line at a price equal to the aver11ge
market valu~ of the shares for the three preceding years.
On .the other hand, th_e railway Company have the power,
11.t any time after the line has been three months in work,
to require the Ell.St India Company to take it off their
hands at six months' notice, and repay them the capital
expencled.
PROFITABLE CHARACTER OF THE LINE. .Irrespective of the guarantee, this enterprise possesses, in
the opinion of those personally acquainted with Scinde and
its resources, a highly remunerative character:lst. From the country, presenting a series of firm
and level plains, it is admirably adapted for the
construction of a railway. (Vide pp. 75, 78, 81, 120.)
2Jld. From the line being of moderate length and
complete in itself, ]laving an important town at
either terminus, (Kurrachee, tl..e lower terminus,
the present seat of Government, being the only
sea-port for many hundred miles, and Hydrabad,
the upper terminui1, the former capital, being still the
chief enfrepot for the inland trade of tLe province,}
thllll of necessity forming the most important portion
of. any system of railways, or other form of transit,

3
which ahall follow the course

lndua or its tributaries.

or the valley of the

(Vidc pp. 69, 82.)

3rd. From the actual existence of a paying goods
traffic all the year rouuu, which, in the opinion of
the late Deputy Collector of Kurrachee, will have
doubled its present value, and of a passenger traffic
which will have increased tenfold, before a-railway
can be in operation. (Vide pp. 80, lOt, 116.)
HARBOUR AND PORT OF KURRACIIEE.Kurracbee is the only land-locked harLour on the coast
between Bombay and the Red Sea ; it is on the sea coast
of the Indus valley, and is the nearest sufe port to the
Persian Gulf.
This port is perfectly safe and easy of access for large
ships during the height of the south-west monsoon.
During the last year the following ships, among others,
entered the harbour of Kurrachee :From London.

-a

.a
i::

l\Iarion,
Norwood,
EI Dorado,
James Gibb,
l\Iarmion,
Kenilworth,
Granger,
!
Sir James,
"
Alex. Wise,
2I Saxon,
H
26,
Tamar,
JJ
..
June 30, Semiramis,
14, Agamemnon,
~

"l .
0

8
IO

i:i
0

=a

Tous.

Dec. 1,
Nov. 23,
Oct. 19,
Sept. 24,
/Aug. 12,
6,
JJ
July 30,

.

.

*

684,
850,
8,u,
813,
388,
582,
878
646,
293,
526,
556,

18 It.
15 ft.
21 ft.
21 ft.
16 ft.
16 ft.
19 ft.

6 in. draught.
0 in.
0 in.
6 in.
3 in.
6 in.
6 iu.

15 ft. 0 in.
•
15 ft. -<) m.
17 ft. 10 in.
large steamer.
756, 16 ft. 3 in.

.
.
.
...
..
.
.
.
,,

(Vide pp. 121, 163, 1;.f.)
• From Bombay.
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THE INDUS AND ITS STEA'l\IERS. - :Prom
Mooltan in the Pnnjaub to Kotree (port of Hydrabad),
a disiance of 570 milea of permanently open navigation, the steamer /Jell adapted for thia portion
tho
lndus cannot get out and round by aea to Kurrachee,
nor thread the narrow channel• of the Delta. It the
troops and stores could be landed at Kurrachee and conveyed by railway to Kotree, a large saving would, according to ·the officer in charge of the lnd11.1 flotilla, accrue
to the state on that service, while steam boata of improved
construction could be employed for the inland 11avigation
from Kotree to Mooltan.
At present, large quantitiea of store•, particularly porter,
obliged to be sent by country boata, are found to be
worthless on reaching the Punjaub, the voyage of 800
miles from Kurrachee to Mooltan luting five month1.
During the last season, the cost of transport of government
stores by country boats was about £150,()()9. Ily the
railway, stores would be delivered in one day at Kotree on
board steamers, which in a week might deliver them in
the Punjaub.
Thie railway would exert a powerful influence in pro.
looting the development of the trade of the lnd11.1 valley.
The, annual losses are very large, from the accident. which
take place in threading the narrow channels of the Delta.
Major Preedy, the Collector of Lower Scinde, atatea, that
''if OM or two 1Joat11 only out of a IJatch of nr or 110 were
!011t, it ill contlidered a good rJenlure."
TRADE OF KURRACHEE, THE INDUS, &:c.-In
the port of Kurrachee, the average of the shipping ia from
90,000 to 100,000 tons yearly, of which about 40,000
tons 1fere, last yell!', square-rigged vessel!!. (Vide pp.
100, 104.)

or
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The following is the return for boats which run the
whole distance from Kurrachee to Sukkur :·-

1851-2

1,284,920 maunds = 45,890 tons.

1852-3
1,565,120
,,
= 55,500 ,,
1853-4
1,624,740
"
= 58,026 ,,
1854-5
1,681,720
,,
= 60,Q60 "
The return of the number of boats passing any one
station below Sukkur would be much higher than the above.
The number of laden steamers passing Hydrabad and
Kotree is 170 in the year, with a tonnage of 1,190,000
maunds, or 42,500 tons.
The Government receipts for goods and passengers carried in the river steamers have been1852-3, (the first year of the exGroH
Net.
pcriment,) ,,
Rs. 50,273 Rs. 43,291
1853-4,
"
"
59,865
49,277
1854-5,
"
"
67,981
60,554
The returns of camel traffic leaving Kurrachee are not
complete,-but, assuming one half of the amounts ascer-tainable as being intended for the lndus, the total is
112,000 maunds, or 4,000 tons.
'fhe post-office outlay on the line is £2,400 per annum.
From the recent orders transmitted to India, that the
Government stores for the Punjaub and neighbouring territories should be sent from Bombay, up the line of the
Indus, instead of as heretofore from Calcutta, up the
Gangetic valley, a great increase of the above-shewn traffic
must ensue, and a revenue, at railway rates, derived, which
would give a large return on the capital of the Company.
'l'he preceding figures convey but a moderate idea of the
amount of tonnage which would come upon the railway.
The increase of the import and export trade iii still
continuing, especially in the exports of the staple products
of the valley.
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SEABOR..~E

VALUE OF TIIE
Tear

1843-4.
1844-5
1845-6
1846-7
1847-8
1848-9
184.9-50
1850-51
1851-52
1852-53
1853-54
185t-55

I

lmpora_

TRADE OF SCINDE.

J1pora

Total,

£

£

£

121,150
217,700
312,900
293,400
287,872
344,715
419,352
425,831
4.89,220
635,690

1,010
9,300
40,5()1)
'9,300
lH,730
107,133
114.,378
196,461

122,160
227,000
353,400
842,700
442,600
461,849
633,731
622,293
733,343
800,000
900,000
1,000,000•

--

UU22

--

376,337

VALlT~ OF STAPLE EXPORTS.
18'7-I.

Wool.
Indigo •
Saltpetre.
Ghee . .
Piece Goods
Silk & Cotton

J

1851-ff.

lllH-61.

ra........ p«r
ceuLIDl7oan.

£

£

£

18,159
2,825
8
726

75,716
21,595
4,323
9,616

160,000
24,000
9,600
18,300

760
12,000
2,400

1,288

3,921

4,750

!00

800

Every ~crease in facility ·and safety of tran1port will
giTe fresh impulse .to all native product.. The export of
wool, c~m, oil seeds, saltpetre,t and indigo, madder, and
• I have not end retum1 of the total value o£ the Sea Trade for
1653-f and l85f·5, but the latter was over a million aterling.

t Tb~ f91lowing 1howa the growth of the Altpetre export trade
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other dye stuffs, is capable of almost indefinite extension.
Beside11 the European and native troops, European
travellers and native traders will, it is believed, largely
avail themselves of the Ind us Valley line of transit, when
relieved of the obstructions of the Delta.
From the large number of passengers proceeding from
the Punjaub and Upper India to Europe, and vice versa,
there can be little doubt but that a direct steam communication will soon be established between Kurrachee, and
Aden and Suez-this route being actually the shortest,
while it is the safest from the prevailing direction of the
periodical winds. (Vide pp. 71, 165.)
The pilgrims from the countries on our North-west
Border en route to Mecca, and other holy cities, would
supply traffic to the railway, and increase the intercourse
already established between Kurrachee and the ports of
the Persian Gulf.
LOCAL AUTHORITIES' OPINION OF LINE.The Line was preliminarily examined by that late distinguished officer, Lieutenant Chapman, of the Bombay
Engineers, who reports it to present the greatest possible
facilities for the construction of a railway, with the very best
gradients (in fact neru·ly level), and at a low i·ate of cost.
Colonel Turner, the Superintending Engineer in Scinde,
1\Ir. Frere, the Commissioner of the Province, and Lord
Elphinstone, the Governor of Bombay, all concur in
desiring the early completion of the Line, which is now
in the hands of the Scinde Railway · Company's engineers; and the requisite material for a portion of the
permanent way is now in the course of shipment from
this country for Kurrachee. (Vide pp. 65, 74, 77, 81, 127.)
PUBLIC ADVANTAGES OF LINE. -The public
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advantages to be derived from this Company'• exe!'tion1
may be thus recapitulated, viz. :By the construction of a Railway from Xurrachee to the
lndus-lst. Greatly increased facilitie1 will be afforded for
the landing and conveyance of troop• intended for
any part of the Punjaub, and neighbouring territories. (Vide pp. 118, 190.)
2nd. A sum, estimated at .f50,000 per annum at leaat,
will be saved to government in the tramportofatore1.
3rd. Improvements, to the exte~t of nearly l.10,000
per annum, may be effected in the lndut Flotilla
service, without any increased charges on the filll\llce1
of the province.
4th. A very large sum would be annually saved to the
country in freight alone, besides the saving in
loss and damage to good1, which in itselt would
be a very large item.
5th. Source.a of trade would be opened which
present are not in action.
It is believed that, in accomplishing these objects, a
very large profit will result to the Co~pany.
ACT OF INCORPORATION. - An Act of Parliament during the last Session, limiting the liability of the
shareholders to the amount of their 1ubscriptions, and
conferring the necessary powen, baa been obtained, with
the concurrence o! the authorities.
KURRACHEE TH~ GATE OF CENTRAL ASIA.
-"From the Sutlej to the Ox us, whoever wishes to communicat_e with any place beyond the sea, must pass through
Kurracbee. It occupies a position scarcely less favourable
to commerce than that of Alexandria."
The port is protected from the sea and bad weather by
Munorah, a bluft" rocky headland, projecting south east-

at
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ward from the mainland, and leaving a space of about two
miles between the extreme point and the coast to the e~t.
The harbout is spacious, extending ·about five miles
northward from Munorah Point, and about the same
distance from the town, on the eastern shore, to the
extreme western point.
"Kurrachee is a position ofvery great importance, whether
regarded in a commercial, a political, or a military point
of view. In a commercial point of view, it may be defined
the gate of central Asia, and is likely to become to India
what Liverpool is to England.
"It baa been o1ficially reported that accomm~ation exists
for the reception within the harbour, at the same time, of
twenty ships of 800 tons (and any number of smaller craft).
"The climate of Kurrachee is cool in proportion to its
latitude ; and under British auspices, the town must
speedily become a most important place. Lat. 24°, 51 6,
long. 61°, 211
Its value waa manifested and tested during the recent
campaigns on the Sutlej.
It became the grand depot whence our field forces were
supplied with all the munitions of war. Thousands upon
thousands of tons of military stores were imported into its
harbour. The population of Kurra.chee is about 30,000,
and is rapidly increasing; and boats, as well as labour, in
the harbour are abundant and cheap.
Kurrachce then is not only the natural port of Scinde,
but also of the Punjaub and central Asia; and the Scinde
Railway, which connects it with permanently deep water in
the lndus at Hydrabad, is only the first link in that chain of
improved communication which must, at no distant period,
connect Peshawcr, on the borders of Affghanistan, with the
sea.

.*

• ThW'nton' a Gazetteer.
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PUNJAUB REQUIRES CONNEXION WITH
NATURAL PORT.-The ~urcea or the Punjaub, with
its 13,000,000 of inhabitanta, have lain dormant for the
want or an outlet; the surpl118 produce of the country hu
had no market sufficiently remunerative, owing to the expensive and defective inland transit, . and the abaence or
European agency. It is evident, that the demands of the
State, and the wanta or the inhabitanta on the banu of the
lndus and its tributaries, require the development, with
as little delay 88 possible, or a comprehenaive 1yatem of
improved transit from Lahore and Umritair, by the valley
of the Indus, to Kurrachee.
LORD DALHOUSIE'S OPINION AS TO THE
POLITICAL IMPORTANCE OF IMPROVED TRANSIT BY INDUS VALLEY.-Lord Dalhousic, in hil
celebrated Minute on railways in India, dated 20th April,
1853, makes the following suggestions:"I attach no great value to the connexion by railway of
the several capitals and seata of gQvernment, considered
merely as such. But it appean to be of the fint importance to connect the several P.residenciea by a line of rail,
each with the oth~ · and to unite Hindostan and the
districts to the north-west with the western porta in the
Peninsula.
"Whatever strength there may be in the ~menta by
which a general line through Hindostan has been urged
on political grounds. they bear as strongly in favour of a
junction line with the Presidency or Bombay. The
military power or the government or India wonld be
incalcnlab1y ad,,anced thereby. The Presidency of Bombay may be said to have no foreign frontier, except in
Scinde.
"Heretofore, and until "t!T11 recentlg, ftlt!T1J recruit t1'at
joined AU corp1 from England-ttery invalid t1'at wu •e11t
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back 1hattered to hi1 home, was obliged to travel the long,
slow, weary track to Calcutta, however distant the station
at wliich he was placed. Witltin tlte last two years, the
establishment of steam communication regularly on the
lndua has enabled the Government greatly to lessen this
evil. The dispatch of recruits by Bombay to Kurrachee
for t11at large portion of the Bengal army that is stationed
to the westward of the Jumnfl, and the conveyance of the
invalids of the same portion of the army from Ferozepore
to the sea, have been a vast improvement. Furthermore,
I hope before long, to see the cost of the conveyance ·of
troops to India reduced by still another step, and the time
occupied upon the voyage equally curtailed, by obtaining permission to convey them across the Isthmus of
Suez.
"When Hindostan is connected by rail to the western
coast of India, the conveyance by rail across Egypt will~ I
venture to hope, remove any objection which might be felt
there to the passage of foreign troops; while, if the permission should be granted, a corps might leave England
after the heat of summer was over, and might be quartered
before Christmas upon the banks of the Sutlej, without any
exposure in its way, and with four months before it of the
finest climate under the sun; so that the men would enter
the first heats of India with constitutions vigorous and unimpaired by the accident of voyage or march."
Wben the Governor General penned the above, the merits
of Kurrachee had not been ascertained ; and in August
last, little more than two years after the date of the Minute,
we find the Commissioner in the Province of Scinde, presiding at a: public meeting at Kurrachee, giving the following character of its port:GEOGRAPHICAL ADVANTAGES OF KURRACHEE.-" The idea of a direct communication between
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Kurrachee and Suez waa no new one ; it had been mooted by
the late Sir C. Napier, very shortly after the conquest of the
Province, and it would in fact auggeat itself to almo1t any one
who considered the physical configuration of this part of the
continent of Asia. A glance at the outline map hung up
in the room {which was taken from a parliamentary Blue
Book very recently published), would 1how the meeting
that from Aden to .Bombay the direct di&tance wu 1640
miles; while from Aden to Kurrachee the distance wu but
1435 miles, making a saving of 205 milel-but thia was
during the fair weather. In the eouth-weat monsoon, the
distance to be run from Bombay to Aden wu 2170. miles,
which would make a difference in favour of the pauage from
Kurrachee to Aden of 745 miles, whenever the p8.188ge
could be made dire.et. There appeared reason to suppose
that the cases would be very rare, in which the direct paasage along the Arabian coast would be impracticable; and
even if a vessel from Kurrachee were obliged to deviate
from the straight course, the difference would still be many
hundred miles in her favour, aa compared with a veaacl
going from Bombay. The advantages of Bombay, aa regarded geographical position, were well knoWn., and therefore a knowledge of these facts waa aufficient to 1how the
superior geographical position of Kurrachee aa the port ol
communication with Suez, and for all parts of India 11·hicb
were as near, or nearer to Kurrachee than they were to
Bombay.
" Colonel Turner instituted a aeries of very careful experiments by boring, and showed moet conclU&ivcly that there
was not a particle of rock anywhere on the bar; that the
whole waa composed, to considerable depth, ol eofl sand.
The establishment of this fact of course removed one principal ground of the fear which mariners before had-of
approaching or touching on the bar.
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"But the principal share of the credit of practically prov.
ing the absence of any danger in entering the port, was due
to Lieut. Leeds, the port officer, who with great skill and
judgment, and on his own responsibility, piloted in ships
of considerable burthen, and had practically shown that this
might be safely done, even without any aid from steamers.
The result wM, that during the monsoon just closed, four
large steamers from Bombay and Aden, and eight sailing
ves>ids of from 300 to 8i8 tons, had come in and gone out,
and with one exception, it had never been found necessary
to wait e\·en a single day for any particular tide. And it
must be further remembered, that each of these eight sailing vessels was towed in and towed out of the harbour by
a steamer (the Victoria), which, no later than last year, was
employed in conveying passengers at the most crowded
season bdween Bombay and Suez.
" Fac/1 lilce theae protJe beyond a p011ibility of doubt,
tlmt thtre '"'"' no di.JJiculty "hatcver i1a getting t1e11els, etien
of a considerabk size, into a11d out of Kurrachee harbour
during tl1e 11oulh-Wl'1t moruoon, the moat unfat:ourabk period of the year." (See pp. 66, 166).
Brigadier Parr, commanding at Kurrachee, stated, on the
occasion before referred to, that, "by the facilities for rapid
communication 11ith Suca and Mooltan, which were glanced
at in the Report, and which the statements they had heard
showed to be strictly within the limits of what was possible,
and lie hoped practical at no distant date, it would positively
take less time to mo\'e a brigade from Southampton to the
Punjaub, than it would at p1'eilellt take to move the Kurrnchee brigade from this camp to Mooltan ; in other words,
yo11 might hat'e SouthamptoA, iRS/ead of K11rracliee, the
base of your operalww for any campaigw ill the P11njauh,
or any counlrie1 beyond ii. This facility appeared to him,
as a military man, to afford adrnntages so enormous, that

he wu sure the meeting would· excuse hia dilating on the
other aspects of the scheme!' (Vidc p. 100.)

RAILWAYS, IN CONNECTION WITII STEAMERS.-So far back aa 18.J.6, I auggestcd that railroada
should be introduced into Bengal, in connexion wit.h river
navigation. 80 that the new mode or transit 1hould, in1tead
of superseding, co-operate with the old-at all events in the
.first instance; and the aame View1 and arguments are aa
applicable to the lndus as to the Gangea.
"Our opinion remains unchanged, notwithstanding that
the Railway Commissionen have enunciated proposition•,
and proposed projects i11 exact accordance with the view1
entertained by the East Indian, or Mirzapore Railway
Company; but which they have failed to demonstrate, not
even supplying the requisite data, on "·hich to found the
demonstration of the plane and propoeition1 proposed and
enunciated by themselvea-we eay that our opinion remains unchanged, as to the impolicy of commencing the
rail-road system by an attempt to supersede the river nal1gation, Whflre it is comparatively Cree Crom obstruction, and
is always available for steam navigation, u ii the caae
between Rajmahl and Allahabad. The lormer ii situated
at the head of the Delta of the Ganges, and the latter at
the con1luence of the Ganges .and Jumna, the distance
between the two towns, by the river route, being 500 miles.

But should a line be determined on for tAu portio11 of the
country, an ezten1ion of the Rajmalil lille up th• Gangetic
valley to Mirzapore and AllaAal>ad, v:ould Aave many
advanta9e1 over the direct route indicated by lAe &.t
India,,, or Nirzapore Ru.ilway Company. Tliue izd.,an•
tages JDe shall notice in detail when we come to revierD the
report of the Railwa9 Commis.sion. It ma9, lwwever.. lie
mentioned now, that altAougA t!.e actual, or lineal, distance
between Calcutta and Mirzapore by the rJalleg of the

15

Gange1, trould be 100 mile1 longer than by the direct route,

yet talcing tlie difference of gradients into account (auistant
po1cer being required on Ille latter, a11d pro rata to the
power required so is tlie distance) tlie gain in time by the
direct li11e, would not be more than tliree or four hours,
trhich teould be too trivial lo be an element in any calculation of t!.e compartJtive merits of the two liues, in a
country, where time occupied in trat·elling is estimated by
montl1s instead of hours."•
SAME KIND OF IMPROVED TRANSIT ALIKE
APPLICABLE TO THE VALLEY OF THE INDUS
AND TO THAT OF THE GANGES.-Turning from the
valley of the Gauges to that of the Indus and its tributaries,
I would recommend precisely the same mode of introducing
improved transit, substituting llydrabad for Rajmahal, and
l\Iooltan for Allahabad. The rail from Kurrnchee to
llydrabad will, u formerly explained, avoid the dangers
and delays of the Delta, and debouche on' a point of the
river abo,·e which there is permanently open navigation for
570 miles, to Mooltan.
WANTS OF COM:llERCE.-To improve the means
of commm1ication, is the primary duty of everr government. The steamers at present on the lndus are ill
adapted to the peculiar requirements of that ril·er, and
are quite inadequate to meet the p~g demands for
pnss8t,<we and freight. Goods frequently remain months
nt Ku.rrachce and )looltnn from the want of the means
• Indian Railways, by An Old Indian Postmaster. 2nd ed., 1846.
As the Bengal Line is at thi1 moment exciting great attention, both
in India and in this rountry, I may remark tl1at the Gangetic
Valley Line is now being constructed by the East Indian Railway
Company, as above publicly recommended by me ten years ago, and
subsequently in a Report, the original of which ia at the Board of
Control.
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of transport on the Indua ; and notwithstanding that the
home Government have ordered out from this country
several additional steamera, of a superior description to the
present flotilla, the reaidente in Scinde and the Punjaub are
desirous that the impetus which private enterprise alone can
impart, should be brought to bear on the navigation of the ·
inland waters of the Inilus, in connexion with the railway and
direct steam commmiication between Kurrachee and
Suez.·
[ am assured, on th~ best authority, that "The steamer•
ordered. out by the Court of Directon will do no more
than replace those now on the river, which are old and
worn ·out. They will add little fo the available accommo·
dation for goods.
"I have been," says the same authority, "repeatedly
assured by the government agents for the river 1teamen,
that they evel'Y. month reject twice as much freight u the
steamers are able to carry ; and that this freight is applied
for with a knowledge on the part of shippers, that the
chance of its being taken is very small.
"or <;.ourse, if there were ample accommodation, the
applications would be much more numeroue.
"The Government river steamers ·on the lndua never
take native second class passengers for hire. This would
of course be a source of great profit to any private com•
pany, as the natives are most anxious to avail themselfes
of steamers whenever they can.
"I have known instance• of goorh A'f Kuaucsn intended )or the P~njaulJ bclng sent hack to Bomhay, with a
view of being forwarded hy the Peninsula and Oriental
Company's boats, via Galle and Calcutta, and ao up the
Gange• to the Punjauh, hecause there appeared no hope of
tonnage ludng available for them in the lndua river 1teamera
for several montka to come."
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RAILWAY FROM MOOLTAN TO LAHORE AND
UMRITSIR.-The navigation above. Mooltan is tedioua

and precarious, from the want of water, the tortuous course
of some of the rivers and other causes, except to small steam·
era and country boats of light draught. The country, however, between Mooltan, Lahore, and Umri~ir, is singularly
favourable for a railway, being almost level tbroughou!, and
having no rivers ofany magnitude to cross.
In brief, then, it is my opinion that the line of rails
from Kurrachee to Hydrabad, and another line of rails
from Mooltan to Lahore and U mritsir, co-operating with
fleets of ·river steamers, of improved .construction, such
as those, for example, recommended by Mr. John Bourne,
from Hydrabad to Mooltan, would at once be the most
judicious, the easiest, the least costly, the soonest constructed, and in every other point of view, the most advantageous mode of introducing the railway system into the
Valley of the lndus and its tributaries.
The local authorities, especially Mr. Frere, the Commissioner in Seinde, Colonel Turner, Superintending Engineer
of the Province, Sir John Lawrence, the Chief Commissioner of the Punjaub, Colonel Glasfurd, late Executive
Engineer at Lahore, Major Hamilton, late Commissioner
at Mooltan, and Mr. Edgeworth, the Commissioner of the
trans-Sutlej States, corroborate the above views, which the
writer has long entertained. The last-mentioned gentleman ·
expresses himself as follows :-"But the main and only permanent improvement unll be
the formation of .a railway from either Umritsir or Lahore
to Mooltan.
"Wath regard to the communication below ltfooltan, tAe
main poitit i.t, increased accommodation /or travellers and
greater com/ori in the boats, which are at present pec11liarly
ill-suited/or the purpose.
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"The proposed Scinde Railway will do almost all that is
required for the lower communication.
"For the conveyance of goods, the present steam accommodation is utterly insufficient.
"In fine, I may exp~ my fervent hope that the proposed measure may be carried out, (i. e., direct ateam communication between Kurrachee and Suez,) aa l am convinced it will be one of very great importance to the improvement of these pl'OYincea."
The Chief Commissioner of the Punjaub, .in a recent
dispatch to the Government of India, makea the following
forcible remarks:-

" Indeed, the1t1 two easentiall, ois., the railroad and the
ateamera, may lJtJ aaUl with trutla to l>e the crying want• of
the P11nj'au/J in thtJ department of public uxwla. TI.BIB protJided, thtJ comf'IU!f'U and produetJ of thue territoriu will l>e
.turned to their due cour1e, tJiz., the Indu.1 and ill feeder1,
and to their natural outlet, 'Dia., the Port of KurracAee.
" For the railroad the face of the Doab offers an unusual
equality of surface, while it possesses few or none of the
requisite resources for metalling a road. For the rivers, it
were preferable, instead of improving the navigable atream,
to concentrate all efforts on the provision of powerful
steamers of the amallest . poasible draught. The Chief
Commissioner, while deprecating any general extension of
the public works department in the Punjaub for the present,
would yet beg most earnestly to press theae cardinal objecta
on the attention of the Government. He believea that, it
carried out, they would effect more for the development of
the resources of those territories than any other work, or
number of works, that could be devised.
" He (the Chief Commissioner) would suggest that, it
poasible, private enterprise be directed to the Umritair,
Lahore and )fooltan Railway. It is underatood that
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possibly the Scinde Railway Company may be disposed to
extend their line northwards. "

PUNJAUB AND PROVINCES DRAINED BY
THE INDUS. -The provinces on the lndus and its
tributaries are cut off from India by the Great Desert, and
cannot naturally communicate with the sea by any other
route than by the valley of the Indus. Of course, goods do
find their way to the Punjaub, through Calcutta and Bombay, but they have to follow round-about and unnatural
routes ; and if they can be supplied through the direct and
natural channel, the benefit to the provinces so supplied
will be felt even at Calcutta and Bombay, far more than
the loss of any traffic which may leave those ports, to pursue
a wore direct and cheaper route.
What are the resources of the Punjaub, North-west Provinces, and Scinde, which, under the improved facilities of
communication suggested, are calculated to feed and maintain independent steam communication between Kurrachee
and Suez?
AMOUNT OF MILITARY FORCE, &c.-SUPPLY
OF EUROPEAN GOODS.-The military force of these
provinces, going no further east than Umballa, numbers
upwurds of 70,000 men, more than 15,000 of whom are
Europeans. This is independent of officers, which, allowing for absentees, cannot fall short of 2,000, without taking
into account their wives and children, besides the covenanted
and uncovenanted civil servants and their families, which
must make the total European population of these provinces
little short of 20,000.
The large supplies of overland goods which the army
we have alluded to must annually consume, would, doubtless, form a considerable item in the receipts of the proposed undertaking. We have no means of forming an
estimate of the probable consumption of such goods; but
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some idea of their extent may be obtained from a statement
of Colonel Jacob, the Political Superintendent of the Upper
Scinde frontier, and Commandant of the Scinde Irregular
Horse ; that about fifty camel loads, or 2-1,000lbs., is about .
the average annual supply of European goods required b7
• the regiments be commands; and which, were the proposed
steam communication established, could be forwarded to
him with much greater ease and celerity.
It, then, this be the annual consumption of overland bonie
goods of two native regiments, 1,600 strong, what muat be
the consumption of an army of 70,000, of which above
15,000are Europeans, besides civilians, women, and children?
TRANSIT OF EUROPEAN GOODS TO CENTRAL
ASlA.-A proper system of transit, once established
through . Scinde and the Punjaub, a few enterprising European merchants at Kurrachee would soon afford a medium
for extensive shipments from the Punjaub and province• to
the north-west of Delhi, and the distribution of our manufactures to the remote parts of central Aaia finding customers along the valleys of Affghanistan u far u llerat,
and in Balkh, Khiva and Bok.hara.
I will now point for a moment to the extenaive
provinces of Central Asia, which are now our near neighbours, and explain briefly how those important and comparatively far advanced countries have been BUpplied with
merchandize, and have disposed of produce 1ince the
course of the Indus was comparatively closed to commerce
by the exactions of the native princes. To follow the description the reader must refer to a large map of Asia. Fint,
he will find to the north-east of our frontier, in the immediate vicinity, the celebrated valley of Cashmere, inhabited
by a poop~ renowned for their great skill and ingenuity.
Beyond that lies Thibet, famoua for its fine goat wool, and
the manufacture of yarn {or the shawls woven in CMhmere.
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To the west and south-west we find the Affghan territory,
with the large towns of Cabul, Ghizni, Kandahar, and
Ilerat the Gate of India; in the same direction, the
northern provinces of Persia. In a north-westerly direction we find the extensive and fertile COWltries of Turkestan
and Bokharn, with the large central towns of Balkh, Khiva,
and Bokhara; and, at a great distance westerly, we find the
Caspian Sea.
The commerce of this vast territory is now carried on
by so circuitous and expensive a route, that it will be easy
to restore it to the ancient and natural channel of the
Indus, and by that means how much it is likely to be
increased, now that it is freed by the supremacy of England
from the political obstructions and exorbitant demands of
the turbulent and semi-barbarous states on its banks may
be readily conceived.
" In former times the lndus was the great highway of
commerce between India and Central Asia; but upon the
dismemberment of the empire of the Great Mogul, the
river fell under the power of a multitude of petty chiefs,
whose exactions gradually extinguished the traffic. One
consequence of this revolution was, that Cabul, Bok.hara,
and Persia, instead of b.eing supplied from India with
manufactured goods, as had previously been the case,
received most of their supplies from Russia, which, from
the facilities of conveyance afforded by the Volga, running
into the Caspian Sea, was enabled to come into the
markets of the East upon eligible terms. These advantages
possessed by Russia have, it is understood, been latterly
augmented by the establishment of steam-vessels. upon the
Volga and the Caspian; and the Russian are now supplanting the English manufactures in the Punjaub; and even
threatening to do so in the north-wl!stprovinces of Bengal."*
•Indian River Navigation, by John Bourne, C. E.
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" The importg- into Central .Aaia consist of European
manufactures of every description :-Calicoes, long cloth•,
chintzes, muslins, and other kinds of cotton good., broad
cloths, velvets, nankeen1, gold-thread, copper, and brua
wares of all descriptions, cutlery, and jewellery, and, in
fact, of almost every article which compose British exports,
and includirig considerable quantities of refined 11ugar. At
present, (besides the valley of the lndus,) there are three
routes by which these import& are received :-ht. Dy the
Persian Gulf, through Persia; 2nd. Dy the caravan• from
Smima and the port& in the Levant; and Srd. chiefty, and
by far in the largest proportion, through Russia. Let UI
trace the route. from the latter~ aa being the chief 110nrce.
Goods either manufactured in, or imported into RU88ia from
England, France, and Germany, many of them purchased at
the great German fairs, after paying very high transit duties,
are shipped at some point on the Volga, and conveyed by
steam-boats down that river to the head of the Cupiao
Sea. They are then. conveyed the whole length
that
sea by other_ steam-boats established thereon to Balfrush,
where they are again landed. From that point they are
conveyed by the eastern caravans by the high road through
Sari to B~. At this point one road diverget in a
north-easterly direction to Bokhara, Khiva, and Balkh.
Another road continues onward in an easterly course to
Herat thence to Candahar, and so on to Ghizni and Cabul;
from whence Peshawur, Attack, Lahore and all the country
of the Punjaub and Cashmere have partly been mpplied!,.
"The imports of Cabul are indigo, cotton, sugar, calicoes,
muslins and shawls; and the export& are horses, the madder
of Ghizni and Candahar, and fresh and dried fruits. The
chief carriers of the· trade are the Lohanee merchant.,t a

or

+ Lohanee

• The Economist.
Merchantll. - The following

u

an utract from a
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pa.itoral race of Affghans, who occupy the country eastward
from Ghizni to the Indus. The Lohanee caravan usually
recent letter Crom Mr. H. B. E. Frere:-" These men are the great
carrier1 of the All"ghan trade. They have their homea about Guzni,
where they spend the eummer. Since the trade via Tatta and the
lndue was eninguiehed in the latter end of the laet century, these
people have eupplied themeelvee with eeabome goods via Calcutta.
They deel"end the paBSes before they are blocked up by snow, between
Guzni and the Indus, in vaet caravans of eight or ten thousand souls
-the whole tribe moving bodily-men, women. children and cattletheir good1 being on camels and ponie1. Arrived in the Derajat, they
leave the aged men, women and children in black felt tents, with their
flocks and herds in the rich pastures bordering on the Indus, while
the able.bodied men puah across the Punjaub with their goods for
aale either in that province or on the banks of the Ganges. The leading merchants precede the main body on dromedaries, taking with
them a few samples, letters of credit, &c. &c , make their purchase•
at Delhi, Agra, Allahabad, Cawnpoor, Mirzapoor, and even Calcutta,
and return with them express-collect their families and flocks, and
force their way up the passea. Their numbers generally enable them
to compound with the tribes of the mountains for a reaeonable amount
of blackmail, but they have 1ometimes to fight their way. I have heard
of the wife of an eminent merchant of this tribe, whose husband had
been detained longer than he expected at Delhi. oll"ering the " Kaffila..
baebee., (head of the caravan) demurrage at the rate of 10,000 rupees
a day, to defer the upward march of the caravan, and enable 'her husband to rejoin, as she knew that if left behind be would be unable to
follow them through the passes, except at great i;:isk to his life and the
property hu might have with him.
"Laat year, tAejirrt qf tAis tribe came
to K•rraoAee, and told
me that they would soon all come that way; that they bad no idea of
its comparative shortneaa and other facilities. When I met them,
they bad shipped the wool they had brought down from Guzni on
board river boats at Dhera Ismael Kh&Q, and were taking their unladen
camels down to Kurracbee, expecting there to find return loads, with
which they would go back to AlI'gbanistan.
"The fact that t.be merchants who carry on this trade AGiie turned
their attention to Kurrachee as a substitute for Calcutta, seems to me
a point much importance."

"°""'

or
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reacbe8 Cabul about the beginning of June; and after the
merchants have disposed of their goods they proaecute their
jo~ey onward to Bokhara. The imports which Bok.hara
ieceivee from India .aro the &ame aa thoee received by
Cabul. About 2000 camel-loads of goods reach Cabul
from India yearly, and about halt this quantity is traumitted to Turkestan.
"The importa into Bokhara from RlllBia are-white
cloths, mwiliru; chint1.e11, broadcloths, velveta, brocade,
nankeen, gold thread, cochineal, refined sugar, honey, fun,
locks, iron, iron pots, wire, copper and braas, leather, paper,
needles, inferior cutlery and jewellery, hardware, and a
variety of other small articles. English broadcloth is much
prized in Bokhara, b.ut none reaches that country, except
through Russia or Persia; from which countries, although
its transmission ia subject to .heavy imposts, it can be
brought at a cheaper rate than from India, in oonsequenr,e
of the expense of the land-carriage through Aft'ghanistan,
which, however, the opening of the Indua would in a great
measure supersede.
" Besides the R~sian and Indian trade, Bok.hara carric1
on a considerable traffic with China, by way of Cashgar
and Yarkund. The imports. to Bokhara, from China, are-China ware, musk, bullion, and tea. Ot the latter article
there are nine hundred and fifty horse-loads, or two hundred
thousand pounds, transmitted annually, although the difficulties of the roads, and the long land-carriage through
Thibet, necessarily much enhance the price. A horse-load
of two hundred and fifty pounds costs 1ixty tillaa in Yarkund,
and sells for one hundred tillas in Bokbara. It is entirely
green tea which is carried to Turkestan, and the best comes
from a place in China called Turkht, and i1 packed i!J Bmall
boxes of :Banca tin, from whence it is called Banca tea.
The 1ugar-candy of China is also imported into Turke&tan,
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but being a comparatively cumbrous article, it ciillnol:fieicarried by the same route as the tea, but is conveyed fronf

China to Bombay, from thence up the Persian

G~ an~

on by land to Teheran : from thence a large quantity is
carried across the Caapian to the Bay of Balk.ban, from
whence it is carried to Khiva,• and a small quantity is also
carried by way of Meshed. It is obvious, that if the Indus
were available for commerce, it would afford a much easier
route for the produce of China to Khiva and Bokhara, than
either the route through Thibet, or the route through
Persia; and many of the commodities which find their way
into Central Asia through circuitous routes, would. necessarily take the route of the Indus, so soon as that channel
of communication was properly opened up.
"The principal exports of Bokhara are silk, wool, and
lamb-skins. The silk is ~hiefly produced on the banks of
the Oxus, where the mulberry grows in the most luxuriant
• "Khiva, o~ the site of which Major Abbott gives a new determination, placing it in latitude 41° 20•, and longitude 60°, ia the modem
capital of the kingdom of Khaurasm, the ancient Choraamin. On the
north-west this ia separated from the district of Orenburg by a belt of
steppe inhabited by Kirghese Cossacks, or u Captain Abbott choosea
to call them, Kuss-aukl, whose Chief is a nominal tributary of the
Russian government-an allegiance, probably, secured mainly by the
market which his people find at Samara for the skins th~t t4eir ftocke
produce. On the west, Khaurasm is bounded by the Caspian Sea,
on the south west by Persia and Herat, on the south-eut by Bokbara,
and on the north-east by Kokann. Taken roughly, its area extends
about 800 miles from north to south, and 600 from east to west, and
it entirely separates Russia Crom Bokhara, and consequently command1
the line of traffic between those two places."
Merv, the principal town of the district of Yoollataun,is an extremely
important position, as the trade between Bokbara and Persia, and also
that between Khiva and Alfgllanistan passes through it, and contemptible as its present appearance is, it might, with judicious care,
rapidly rise into wealth and consequence.
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manner, and nearly all ·the iuhabitanta are engaged io
rearing the ailk...worm during the aummer mont.ha. The
lamb-skins of Bokha.ra are renowned throughout the Eaat,
and are only procurable at Karahool, a amall district lying
between Bokhara. and the Oxna. Theae akin& are chiefly
carried to Persia ; but the riaka of the transport are great, ·
in consequence of the unsettled condition of the tribea
between the two countrie1. From these cauaea. it U. not
possible to negotiate a bill between Meiihed and Bokhara,
and the cost of transport is very high.
" The manufactures CJf RU88ia find ready aooeu into
Persia by .the Caspian; but Tabreez and Teheran also
receive Russian gooda by way of Tiflia and the CaucaaU11.
Latterly a route baa been opened for EngliBh gooda into
the northern parts of. Persia by way of Trebizonde, from
which much benefit baa ;accrued-the aouthern districts
being supplied with English gooda from Bushire, on the
Persian Gulf. To the north-west of Buahire the Karoon,
a large and navigable river; ascenda into the heart of
Persia; and, under suitable arrimgements, gooda might be
carried by this route to within a comparatively lhort
distance of Ispahan.''
. TRADE OF INDIA WITH CENTRAL ASIA.Gooda brought to Attok, on the lndua, by steamer and
rail, may be placed in the Cabul, Gl,iizni, Candahar, llerat,
Balkh and Bok.hara markets, at a much leas cost than by
the expensive caravan route from N ovogorod and the Volga.
There is a great trade in silk between Bokha.ra and the
Punjaub.
The trade of India, with central Asia, amounts to about
one million sterling. One portion of this aeek.a egreu and
ingress on the borders of Scinde, and the remainder paasea

*

• Indian River Navigation, b7 Joe• Bovlllfa, C.E.
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through the Punjaub. By the former route the trade is
carried on by means of the lndus, and by camels, horses,
mules, and more recently by carts ; by the latter route it is
carried on by multitudes or camels, mules and ponies which
are used in the transit instead of wheel carriages. A string
of camels, numbering five thousand, occasionally comes from
Dokhara to Dhera Ismael Khan, on the lndus. The merchants travel armed, and are accompanied by their families,
and the caravan coni1titutes as it were a moveable bazaar.
Silks and wools, groceries and spices, furs from Russia, ·and
gold with the Bokhara stamp, although extracted from the
Ural Mountains, dyes, books, cloths and metals are the
wares they carry. Arrived at Dhera.lsmael-Khan, the
families and baggage are deposited, and the merchants
severally start, with their trains and !llerchandise, for the.
south. About 20,000 camels are employed in this trade,
exclusive of ponies' and mules. A large number of armed
retainers accompany the caravans, besides 8,000 servants.•
The import trade carried on in this truly primitive fashion,
coat for transit from_ 6d. to ls. 6d. per ton per mile, and
"amowited on the average of the five years, ending 1849
to~
·
.Article.

Raw silk
Wools
Notions
Dried fruits
Red dye
Iron
Alum

Country or Produce.

Value.

Bokhara, Khorasan
Rs. 2,80,000
Hills north of Cabul, Ghuzni
12,000
Affghanistan, Herat and Bok:..
{ hara, Persia and Khora.~an
85,000
Cabul, Jellalabad and Kandahar 91,000
Kandahar
1,20,000
Mines west of Bwioo
33,500
Kalabagh
22,000

Carried forward
• Vide Note, page 23, supra.

ns.

6,43,500
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Brought forward ·
Ra. 6,43,500
Raw fruit
{ Affghanistan, except pomegra.9
\
nates from Kandahar
22,000
Horse cloths D.-Ismael-Khan
12,000

Gold

Bokhara

8,00,000

Horse&
Atfghanistan and Persia
Light articles

J,50,000
80,000

Total
Add specie payments

11,57,500
6,00,000

Grand total

Rs. 17,57,000

"TI..e word which we have translated by the American
equivalent 'notions,' includes, gum-arabic, rose leaves,
assafretida, yello11J aml>er, medicine1, sulphur, liquorice,
antimony, dyes, and a variety of groceries, spices, and all
that is pleasant-and unpleasant-to taste and smell. The
phrase 'light articles ' covers a variety ea miscellaneous
as the stock-in-trade of a marine store dealer, or a shop in
the Calcutta China bazaar. It includes Persian silkl,
Russia leather, Russia chintzes, pet animals, great coata,
Ispahan and Damascus blades, fans, punkahs, ermine and
sable furs;"• in fa.et anything and everything not absolutely
necessary. «silk, it will be perceived, ia, with one exception, the most important item. Of the whole quantity
imported, one-half is con.signed to a single house at Umritsir, and a moiety of the remainder to a second. The
latter, moreover, the house of Tukht Mull, imports half the
wool. The raw fruits are confined chiefly to 1ewan Singh
of the same place, and we may remark generally, that
altho11gh the trade is widely scattered, the greater portion
alike of merchandise and profits remains in exceedingly few
_hands. The traders are generally 'Kabulees,' 'Lobaneea,'
• Friend of India.
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and 'Purachas,' the two latter being natives of Daman
and Attoek. The Puraehas are remarkable for their branch

e11tablishments. They maintain them throughout the Punjaub at U mritsir, Mooltan, and Hooshearpore, in Behar,
in Moorshedabad, and at Radhanagore. The only caravans
apparently which reach· Calcutta are those which convey
the articles under the head ' notions.' "*
The export trade during the same period amounted on
the average to~
Value.

Place.

"Shawls
Loaf sugar
Rough sugar (goor)
Indigo
Coarse native cloth
Piece goods
Notions

(Rs.)
Cashmere
J ullundur
Baree and Reehna Doab
Mooltan and Upper India
Punjaub
Manchester
Europe
Total

6,50,000
50,000
8,000
1,57,000
3,54,000
3,80,000
45,000
16,44,000

"The 'notions' again include hardware, glass, cutlery,
camphor, cloves, cinnamon, sandal wood, verdigris, quicksilver, tea, and everything with which Sheffield can tempt
the taste of semi-barbarian tribes."t The amounts of
exports and imports through the Punjaub, was only
£340,000; but it has increased since the estimates were
made, and there is little doubt b~t that it, taken in conjunction with that traversing the province of Scinde,
approaches nearly a million sterling. The appearance of
bullion amongst the imports, shows that the balance of
trade is in favour of India, and the trade being in every
item susceptib~e of considerable extension is well worth the
• Friend of India.

t

Ibid.
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attention of Manchester and. Yorkshire. English cbintzca
and broadcloths are greatly esteemed in central Aaia ; and
broadcloth of light texture, auch ulady1 cloth, at moderate

rates, would meet with a ready aud e:r.tensive 1ale.
"We have already mentioned the many producta which
Central Asia has to give in exchange I but there ia one very
important one which appean to have been almost entirely
overlooked, and which i1 capable of great extenaion-we
mean sheeps' wool. All the countriea bordering on the
lndus, and especially those to the west, contain very extensive pastoral districts, where wool ii produced in great
abundance. The rapid increase in the supply of wool to
this country from thanerritory during the last few yean,
even under all ·the di1advantagea which have existed, and
the great cost of transit and re-1hipment from the porta on
the coast to Bombay and thence to .England, is the beat
proof of what may fairly be expected with the facilities now
for the first time about to be offered. Little u India is
noticed as a source for the supply of wool, the quantity
· now imported is as large as our whole Australian coloniea
produced as lately aa 1836. In 1833, the quantity of
sheeps' wool imported from India wu but 3,721 lb1; in
1841 it bad men to about 3,008,000 Iba.''
"But it ia quite essential to it. 1ucces1 that direct com·
munication between thia country and K.urrachee 1hould be
establiahed as early as possible, and there can be no doubt
that private interest and competition will aoon lead to aucli
arrangements. According to the most recent account& from
India, it appears that some American trading ahipe have
-already availed themselves of the new facilitiea afforded
by the improvement ot K.urrachee as a port. A direct
communica~on between the lndus and this country will
be of even more importance as respects the importation
of the
productions of Asia, than the export of the

raw
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more expensive and less bulky articles of British manufacture."*
Our trade with India, important as it is, is only to be
regarded 11.11 in its infancy. In 1834 it ~as scarcely
£4,000,000 in value, while it now amounts to nearly
£20,000,000.
Holding 11.11 we do the Indus from Cashmere to the sea
we have a power which, if "well understood and wisely
improved, puts us in possession of the key to the :whole
commerce of Central Asia; which cannot be pursued without adding to the prosperity and productiveness of our new
territories."t
The lndus debouching into the plains, separates the
Ilimalayah range from the Hindoo Koosh, and after receiving the Punjaub rivers and other tributaries, flows
through many mouths into the Arabian Sea..
The Indus and its afHuents being now subject to us, it
becomes our duty to re-open to the world. this ancient
l1ighway of nations. The resources of modern science
judiciously applied to this line of communication would at
once not ouly be of inestimable benefit to our own provinces, but would loosen the political hold which Russia
possesses over Central Asia by her commercial relations
with that country.
It remains for private enterprise to occupy this magnificent field for commerce and civilization.
The transit duties being abolished and all fiscal restrictions removed, and the energetic and turbulent races of
the valley of the Indus having been reduced to peaceful
cultivators of the soil, the life and property of the trader
are as safe as in this country, and the advent of the steam
engine, that herald of commerce, eulightenment and peace,
• The Economist.

t Ibid.
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is alone wantiiig to enable enterprise to take poseeaaion of a
field which baa been hitherto to the British merchant
almost hermetically sealed, and "with the facilitie1 which
will be afforded to the traders of Cabul, and thoee who
supply the extensive markets of Khiva and Bokhara; and,
lastly, with the impetus that will be given to the coasting
trade of the Persian Gulf, by the establishment of Kurrachee a.a a great emporium of British commerce, it ia not
difficult' to f'oresee that in a f'ew yeare it must become one
·of' the most extensive and lucrative markets in our Eaetel'll
possessions."•
The importance of completing trunk linee ia apparent.
The railway from Lahore and Umritsir to Mooltan, once
in operation, the rive.,s of the Punjaub, covered with the
1maller boats of the country, will act u f'eedere of the
railway, which will become the highway of an extended
commerce; while the river steamen from Mooltan to
Hydrabad, and the railway from Hydrabad to Kurrachee,
will give a continuoue steam communication to the natural
port of the valley of the lndue.
GRANTS OF LAND, EFFECT OF.-Grante of land,
on conditions similar to those recently conceded for tea
cultivation in the province of Kumaon, (page 157) would
rapidly extend in the country of the five river•, the
cultivation of cotton, wheat, tea, flax, t hemp, and the
mulberry. (Vide p. 157.)
• The Economist.

t Linseed. - Eleven hundred bag• of Punjaub linseed

were eold
at Kurrach~ on the 26th September. laaL '!'he average price wu
- 41'11. Sa. a maund. Seven- hundred bag1, not yet arrived, were eold d
4.rl. lOa., and an oft"er to aell all· that might arrive before October,
brought 41'1. 5a. a maund. A quantity of Scinde liu1eed wu alto 10ld
at 4n. 6a. a maund. These pricea are extremely profitable to the
growen.
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EUROPEAN AGENCY.-Land obtainable, and the
means of transit established, manufactories of indigo, salt,
aaltpetre, silk, and produce marts will spring up under the
direction of European agency; while the inexhaustible
1upply of iron ore, and other mineral wealth, lying dormant on the very 1urface of the soil, will be accessible and
appreciated and cease to be a reproach.
Transport to the sea once provided, _the borax, from
the far lake of Mansoreewar, will no longer seek a market
eastward; and the more useful articles of the looms of Cashmere will form part of the exports from beyond the Sutlej,
while the export of wool, the great staple of the valley of
the Indus, would be incalculably increased. •
DIRECT STEAM COMMUNICATION BETWEEN
KURRACHEE AND SUEZ. - Steam transit ia. the
Valley of the Ind us once fairly established, the overland
route, turning from the Nile to the Euphrates, Aleppo
and Selcucia, will supersede Cairo and Alexandria.
With a rail from Seleucia, by way of Aleppo to
Bussorah, and a steam service across to Kurrachee,
our mails will reach that port in fifteen days, and with
the aid of improved 1teamers and the rail, passengers
and goods will reach Lahore in a· tenth part of the
time now occupied. But years are required to establish
and perfect such a .comprehensive arrangement·; and
as it is of the utmost importance to this country to
have the existing route kept up a.s an alternative line
of communication with the empire in the east, it is of
primary urgency to give effect to the wishes of the Commissioners ancl other authorities of Scinde and the Punjaub, as
well as the inhabitants generally, that the countries bordering
on the lndus should be brought nearer Europe, by establishing a direct steam communication between Kurrachce
and Suez. Kurrachee, from its geographical position, must
become the European port of India. It is 205 miles nearer
c
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A~en

than Bombay is to .Aden; and dnring the pl'e\-alence
of the south-west monsoon, it ia virtual!Y 745 miles nearer
Aden than Bombay is to Aden.
The present distinguished Commissioner of Scinde hu
manifested a great interest in obtaining a direct steam
communication between Kurrachee and Aden and Suez.
He h~s repeatedly urged hia .views on the attention of
Government, and has collected data on the subject from
the Punjaub and nort~-west province• which, we believe,
will afford a guarantee that if thia project is undertaken by
a private company, and supported liberally by the local
Government, it bids fair to become a safe and remunerative
enterprise. " It is well known," observe• a Kurrachee
paper, "that the passenger µ-&ffic alone from the north-west
provinces via the Indus to Kurrachee, baa increased four
hundred fold during the past yeaz, and the gooda traffic baa
expanded itself in a still ~arger ratio. The expenses lll'hich
passengers from up-country are put to, who prefer the Bombay
to the Calcutta homeward route, are enormous. Their temporary sojourn here whilst waiting for a Bombay steamer,
their passage-money hence to the presidency, and their detention there, frequently cost them aa much, or nearly ao, aa
their overland journey. N ow,all these delays, inconveniences,
and heavy charges would at once be done away with by the
establishment of regular and direct communication with
Aden or Suez, say once a month; and the natural result
of this arrangement would be, that for one passenger that
now oomea down the Indus on the way to Europe, there
would be twenty who would gladly patronise the new route.
Again, it is not unreasonable to expect that Government
would pay any private company who might undertake this
enterprise, a handsome sum annually for the conveyance of
the mails to and from Scinde, the Punjaub, and northwest provinces. The parcela and light goods would likewise help to swell the retums; and altogether we think
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there can be little doubt that such a company, properly
managed, would be a paying concern, and a safe investment
for capital."
·were a direct steam communication between KWTachee
and Suez once established, at moderate rates, numerous
Moslem pilgrims and merchants from the banks of the
lndus, Central Asia, and the Per!lian Gulf, would take adadvantage of this route to visit the holy cities of Mecca
and Medina, especially Mecca, "the grand mart of the
Moslem world, or the meeting-place of nations."
'Ve know that thousands of pilgrims annually resort
thither from the Persian Gulf; some travelling across
Arabia, others in native craft to Bombay, and thence by
boat and steamers to Aden and Suez.
'Vere a company to take up the KWTachee and Suez line,
it might b~ so arranged, either that the Suez steamers
should touch at Muscat and embark pilgrims thence, which
would not perhaps entail more than a day's delay; or a
branch steamer might ply between the Persian Gulf and
Kurrachee ns a feeder of the Suez steamer; and there is a
considerable traffic in merchandize carried on between the
ports in the Persian Gulf, Muscat and Kurrachee. This
steamer could also carry the Persian Gulf mail; and, viewing
the present 'aspect of the political horizon, would it not be a
matter of the highest importance to have a regular communication with the Gulf, upon which we could always depend?
The thousands of pilgrims who for four months in the
year pnss through Egypt to embark at Suez for Arabia,
would gladly . exchange the prolonged misery which they
endure in the wretched vessels of the country for permission
to couch on the deck of an English steamer.
According to an authority long resident in the East,
" The heterogeneous mass of pilgrims (passing through
Egypt) is composed of people of all classes, <.'olours, and
costumes. One sees among them not only the natives of
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countries contiguous to Egypt, but also a large proportion
of Central Asians from Bokhara, Penia, ~ircassia, Turkey, .
and the Crimea, who prefer this route by way or Conatan.
tinople to the difficult, expensive,· and dangerous caravan
line through the Desert from Damascus and Dagdad. The
West sends us l\Ioors, Algerine11, and Tunisian.a ; and inner
Africa a mass of sable Takrouri and others from Dornu,
the Sudan, Ghedamah near the Niger, and Jabarti from
.the Habash!'* (p. 165).

THE EUPHRATES VALLEY ROUTE TO INDIA.
-"The Indian government contributes £70,000 a year
towards· the charges of an extended communication with
India 3.lld China, and the intercolll'8e with England, by way
of Egypt, is now regular and rapid. The· prejudicee, and
even the imperial considerations, which favoured the old
cirCuitous communication by way of the Cape of Good
Hope, hav& given way before the irresistible desire for rapid
locomotion and intercourse with all pa.rte or the world.
This influence is still exerting itself with full force. .A•
soon as the war with Russia is over, 4nd Turkey becomes
scitled down into a state of peace, and is gradually brought
within the range of European enterprise, improvements,
and civilisation, we are satisfied that the desire to eecure
the ahortest ruute to India will /Je revived in full force, and
that eventually we ahall penetrate thruugh Aaia Minor to
the Peraian Gi!,lf, BO aa to make that mighty river' once
more, aa in ancient timea, a highway to the commerce
of the Eaat. IC any. one had predicted three yean ago,
that an English railway would be constructed from Balaklava to Sebastopol, the notion would have been quite
derided. It is, indeed, ·far more probable that this generation will not pass away before a railway is perfected, BO aa
• ••Pilgrimage to El Mrdina and Mecca," by LieuL ll F. Burton
and Mr. Levick'•" Notee on Sues and the S.nezian1.''
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to unite the Euphrates at some accessible point with the
l\lediterranean, and thereby shorten and render still more
easy the ov~rland communication with the East, through
the Persian Gulf."*
A glance at a map will demonstrate the commercial and
geographical advantages of the position of Kurrachee, both
in relation to the existing route by Egypt and the Red
Sea, u well as to that by the Euphrates Valley and Persian Gulf, proposed by that eminent authority General
Chesney and advocated by the late Dr. James Bowen
Thompson.
This latter truly excellent and talented gentleman died
lately at Constantinople, after having devoted many years
to the advocacy of the Euphrates valley route, and with hiit
latest breath he urged the early and energetic prosecution
of the design.
The route from Europe vi4 Suez and Kurrachee to
Lahore is about 2,700 miles shorter than the route via
Suez and Calcutta to Lahore; and by the opening of the
Euphrates Valley Route, the distance will be reduced in
all by S,594 miles, viz. : M1us.

London to Lahore, vid Trieste, Suez, Aden and
Calcutta - 9,615
London .to Lahore, vid Trieste, Suez, Aden and
Kurrachee
- 6,908
London to Lahore, via Trieste, Seleucia, the
Euphrates Valley and Kurrachee
- 6,02lt
• Madl'll8 Atherueum.

t London to Lahore, via Trieste, Aden and Calcutta.
London to Trieste.
Trieste to Aden
Aden to Calcutta •
Calcutla to Lahore

..

1111...

lWlft.

1,593
3,000

. 3,789
l.233

9,615
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Independently of the foregoing considerations, the value
of the line of intercourse proposed to be established from
the northern coast of Syria to the Euphrates, and thence to
Bussorah and the Persian Gulf, will appear 1till greater
when we estimate it aa combined with the commercial
importance which the four great rivere or western Asia
must add to it. In this respect, General Cheaney obsenea,
that "the elevated plateau, which .extends from the base of
l\Iount Ararat into northern Armenia, Kurdhiatan, and
part of Asia l\Iinor, contains the eourcee of four nohle
rivers, having their estuariee in three different acaa; and
thus, from Armenia, as from the centre of a great continent,
giving an easy communication to the nations of Europe
and Asia." A reference to General Cheaney'a map 11ill 1hew,
"that by following the Kazil-Irmak through Asia :Minor,
we reach the Black Sea; from whence there are inleta into
Russia, Austria, Turkey, &c. In .the eame way, the "4raa,
by terminating in the Caspian, opens several route. towards
Great Tartary, as well as towards the rest.or Central Asia
and China; while the Tigris and Euphrates, with their
numerous ramifications, afford abundant mean1 of commuLondon to Lahore, tiia Trieste. Aden and Kurrachee : London to Trieste
1,593
3,000
Trieste io Aden
1,f35
Aden to Kurraehee
880
Kurrachee to Lahore
6,908
London to Lahore, ei11 Seleacia, Euphrates. Buasora and Kurrachee:1,593
London to Trieste
Trieste to Seleucia
• J,600
Seleucia to Buaaora (Air Line 660) 1,008
Bussora to Kurrachee
9f0
Kurrachee to Lahore
880
6,021
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nicating with Persia, India, Arabia, and the continent of
Africa."* With these regions, an extensive commercial traffic
is maintained to this day, through the medium of very large
and numerous caravans, which, from a very early period,
have provided the countries traversed by those four rivers
with the produce and merchandise of Eastern Africa, and
furnished the latter with those of Asiatic and European
origin. (Vide p. 200.)
A NEW FIELD FOR BRITISH CAPITAL AND
ENTERPRISE.-A correspondent from Mooltan writes:" It is a matter of surprise to not a few here that British
capitalists have not ere now been attracted to this quarter
of the globe. The Mooltan district presents a field for
enterprise which is enjoyed by but few of the districts
in the Punjaub, The country is intersected by canals
and water-cuts, and is almost entirely independent of
the periodical rains. The eoil is rich and fertile. There
is a vast area of culturable land lying waste-the lease
of which could be obtained on very favourable terms.
The banks of the rivers are fringed with luxuriant cultivation. Indigo and cotton are extensively grown, particularly in Shoojabad, where the ·absence of cultivation
is a feature unknown in the landscape of that portion
of the district. The whole pergun~ presents an unbroken
scene of perpetual verdure. The district must have been,
at no remote period, in a very prosperous condition
for the ruins of ancient towns and villages are to be
met with everywhere, while the vestiges of numeroua
canals indicate that agriculture was the chief means of sub1istence of a generation now passed away."
FIBROUS SUBSTANCES.-The demand for flax,
• E.'lpedition to Euphrates and Tigris b7 Colonel, now MajorGenersl, Chesney, R.A., F.R.S., &c., &c.

hemp, silk, cotton, and hair ia now becoming 10 great that
the market cannot be 1upplied with a lllfficiency of theae

raw materials to keep our large manufactoriea in full opera..
tion, and India is now looked to 88 the country whence
these supplies must be derived.
COTTON.-A recent correspondent of an Indian paper
says:-" In Apnl last (1855), I brought to England umall
quantity of cotton (the raw material) grown from acclimated American cotton seed in a district on the banb of
the river 1helum; thia specimen" l bad 1hown to aeveral
cotton spinners in Manchester. They pronounced it to be
the finest specimen of cotton they had .eeo grown in India,
even directly from American seed, and to be worth from
61d. to 6Jd. per lb.
"Along the banks of our Punjaub riven lie tract.
land admirably situated for the growth of cotton. It only
requires · steady encouragement on the part of the local
Government, trouble and perseverance on the part of the
district omCer, to cover those lands with cotton of the
finest quality.
" The cotton that could thus be grown might, with ease
and at tri1ling cost,. be conveyed in country boats, (until
we have, 88 we ought ·to have, at.eamen on those riven)
down the Indus to 't.urrachee, and there shipped for

or

~gland.

or

" Kurrachee is a port
great importance; but, like
many things of great importance, not heeded or taken
advantage of. The one article, cotton, if prtyperly culti1Jated in the Punjau/J and in Scinde, fDOiJd a.fford ezporl
freight for a 1Ja8I numher of aktp• Niting Kurra.chee, tDAik
Gooemment atorea for the Punjau/J, private iJroperly and .
merckandize would afford endlesa import freight, to 1ay
nothing of the great numher of paa1enger• wAo flJordd nail
tkem8el1Je• of tkat route.'' -
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According to a Scinde paper-" Any one located on
the banks of the river Indus might observe fleets of
boats comi.11g down the river in the winter months, all
laden with cotton." The cotton brought to Scinde and
shipped at Sukkur comes across the Jaysulmere Desert
from Rajpootana, and ie either consumed in Scinde or
exported to Affghanistan.
WOOL.-The western presidency yields her millions of
tons annually of this ru·ticle of commerce (wool), and she is
indebted for it chiefly to the countries which are in greater
proximity to Kurrachee than to Bombay; "Why, therefore, (says a Kurrachee paper) should we not avail ourselves of the advantages of our position, and establish a
direct commercial communication with England?
"There existed one drawback to this before, which was
the circumstance of no European vessels calling here likely
to receive cargo. The example set us by the Court of
Directors, in making Scinde the highway for troops for the
far north-west, should, however, remove this difficulty.
The Punjaubee, Affghan, and Patan merchants would, we
are certain, be glad to avail themselves of the opportunity
of shipping their wool at Kurrachee, and thereby avoid a
sea trip to Bombay; but the first step towards overcoming
the present apathy, must be the establishment of a screw
company,• or perhaps, more appropriately, a working company, of people who will undertake and guarantee the
screwing of the wool; and our ships, which bring us
annually cargoes of human beings, for the service of their
country iu India, may receive in return cargoes of wool
and other raw produce, for the use and the benefit of our
brethren at home."
• This baa been accomplisb1d, in some· degree, by private enterprise, anil screw1 for cotton and wool are about being provided for
Mooltan and l\urrachee by the liberality of the East India Co~pany.

LINSEED .AND FLAX.-" One conaequence of the
war with Russia will be, to make ua, to a great extent, independent of many of her staple exports. In the case or
oil seeds, the trade with Calcutta baa been ao greatly
developed, as to render &eecla one of the most important
features in our trade with that port ; and our East Indian
possessionB bid fair, at no distant period, to 1upply the
entire COnBumption of thiB country."•
Major Hollings, Deputy Commis&ionei of Shahpore, in
the Punjaub, observes~-" During the paat IC&BOn my attention has been directed lo the cultivation of liruieed and the
preparation or flax-eubjectll which have been taken up by
the Financial Commi.ssioner, Mr. McLeod, with a view to
the exportation ot these products to the market. in England.
The position or the Punjaub is peculiarly favorable for the
development or commerce, and there are in it aoila and
climate& suitable for the production or every kind of fruit
and vegetable. When the mineral J'ellOUl'Cel are better
known, it will be. found that the Punjaub contains unlimited supplies of those nluable manuree which chemistry
has· lately introduced to agriculture."
"When intelligence reached us/' uy1 the Bom!Jay 1imu,
"that war had been declared by our Queen against the
Emperor of Russia, Mr. Frere, the Commiasioner of Scinde,
and hi& friends here, began to consider how they could
assist our manufacturen and their territory by supplying
1111 with raw material usually heretofore received from
Russia. If we were only able to take their goods during
hostilities, it might be a profitlesa transaction for S~de to
supply part of the vacuUm. cansed by war; but one use of
thiB quarrel is to compel a thorough eearch or our own
resources, and one loss to Russia from its existence will be
the employment of other lands to grow those staples that
• Messn. Laing and Campbell'• Annual Cin:ular !or 18511.
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it has hitherto supplied. Two productions of Russia which
we buy in large quantities may be profitably grown in
Northern India. Wheat is the first, and probably the
more important of these articles. Flax is the second staple
of Russia referred to in the preceding sentences, and which
the friends of Scinde expect it to supply. Egypt is a
somewhat similar country, and tl1e flax of the Egyptians
must have been of high quality thousands of years since ;
for their fine linen WW!, at that distance of time, in high
reputation. We liave, therefore, no reason to doubt the
capabilities of Scinde to produce fine flax. The value of
the staple in a great measure depends upon its quality.
V cry few articles present an equally long range of quotations. It has been sold at £30, and it has brought £140
per ton. The average price in this country is higher, however, than that of cotton ; and therefore no great difficulty
will arise.regarding the freight, although the construction
of rail ways, or the improvement of the lndus, is still an important essential to a great flax trade from Northern
India."
Some 5,000 maunds of linseed have been recently sold
in Lahore at two rupees a maund. This is a price which
amply repays the cultivator,-and the demand is likely to
continue. The seed was intended for Kurrachee and Bombay, to be exported to England, where prices were then
ranging about equal to seven rupees a maund.
The Bombay Telegraph and Courier, 5th October last baa
the following statement, ti:om a correspondent, regarding
the sale of the seed sent down to Scinde to be disposed of:"'We have now the pleasure to wait on you with the
result of tl1e first sale of Punjaub linseed, which took
place yesterday, when 1,200 bags were submitted for competition in lots of 2:> bags each, and sold at prices varying
from rs. 4 to .J. 18-16th per maund of 80 Iba.

" After this a lot ol 40 maunds of Scinde linseed waa put
up, which realized rs. 4 8-6th per mannd, and another batch
of 84 packages, in six different Iota, which realized n. 4
8-6th to 4 l 2-6th per maund.
" Shortly afterwards a batch ol 700 bogs ol Punjaub
linseed, now on its way from llooltan, wu sold to arrive
at rs. 4 I0-16th per maund. After which the whole of the
remaining quantity of the Punjaub linseed, estimated at
7,000 or 8,000 maunde, was offered for sale to arrive.. The
bidders at first showed some hesitation in offering for the
quantity in consequence of the uncertainty u to the time of
delivery, when it was agreed that the whole quantit7 that .
inay arrive before the end of October becomes the propert7
of the purchaser. With this stipulation, the lot waa
knocked down at 4 8-16th per maund." ·
WHEAT.-'' Till within the last. two years, we had but a
few isolated cases of this uticle being imported from India,
and, from various causes, these importations gave no encouragement to importers to continue them. Several thousand
quarters imported in 1854, however, have induced further
shipments; and about 60,000 qn. were ihipped at Calcutta
for England during the last year, from January to the
22nd of November. The article being little kno-,rn, the
importers found it difficult to sell for arrival on satiafacto17
·terms till November last, when 1ale1 on c. f. and i. terms
commenced to be made; and since then to the present
time upwards of 40,000 qn. have been sold. The highest
price paid for good qualities of soft wheats wu 70•. c. f.
and i., on terms considered equal to 801. delivered; and
this was when the price of good white English wheat wu
85s. per qr. The lowest price since the decline in the com
market has been 621., c. f. and i., for hard wheat. We
are informed that some few thousand quarten are now on
the way from Bombay (no doubt Punjaub wheat, which is
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the best grown in India) ; and, from the samples shown, we
estimate the value of the hard at about the same as Spanish
hard, and the soft the same as good soft English. Some
quautity of the Calcutta wheat has lately arrived, and most
of it in excellent condition, and its present value on the
spot is 68a. to 72a. per quarter of 504 lbs."•
'Vith an immense wheat country at its back, Kurrachee
can at present export no wheat. Scinde hM almost boundless means for the production of wheat, and could, without
difficulty, and at a moderate price, supply the entire consumption of Great Britain and Ireland. In these days,
when the price of the quartern loaf is a serious matter for
consideration to all housekeepers, and a terror to the poor,
the opening of such a source of supply is like the finding of
concealed treasure. At present; the capabilities of pro<luction are useless from the want of means of transport. Colonel
Turner, Superintending Engineer in Scinde, observes that" Id travelling through the country after the inundation of
1851, I found at a place called Naree, a few miles above
Sehwan, stocks of Government grain of three successive
years :-the excessive inundation of that year had swamped
it, and it was utterly spoiled, fit only for manure. At
first I imagined the Kardar must be to blame, but on enquiry, I lel\J"ned that there had been repeated attempts to
sell it by auction. but that no one would buy it, because
the cost of co1weyillg U to a market would render U a11 ""·
profitable 1peculatioo." (Vide pp. 78, 119.)
Major Preedy on this head remarks, "that as the
proposed Railway was to be constructed entirely in
his collectorate, he considered it his duty to bear testimony to the · great commercial advantages likely to
be gained by it, in the transport of large quantities
• Mess!'ll. Laing and Campbell's Annual Circular for 1556.
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of grain of all descriptions, which are produced in auch
luxuriance iu. Upper and Middle Scinde. The quantit7 or
grain which might be exported from Kurrachee, waa immense;· when Sir C. Napier was here-in the year ot the
Irish famine, he offered to have ready 11,000 ton• of grain
at Kurrachee for tran1mission, and auch a quantity might
and could have been spa.red without interfering with the
consumption of the country. The cost of carriage now waa
so great as actually to prohibit ·grain as an export. The
price of wheat and grain wa1 at Shikarpore and Hydrabad,
just one half its price in Kurrachee, the navigation ot the
lndus rendering attempt. to bring grain down a1 an export very hazardous. Major Preedy instanced a case
where out of seven boata laden with grain which started
from Kotree, but one arrived in Kr.trTuchee, the other siz
being lost: if one or two /Joats only oul of a batch of
or so were. lost, it was generally considered a good venture.
He looked, therefore, upon the grain tranaport alone to
give a large return-a return far exceeding what Lieut.
Chapman had allowed toward. the profita of a railroad in
Scinde.'' (Vide p. 120.)
SALT .-'Salt; of the purest quality, ia formed naturally
on the coasta of Scinde, and the Indian 17stem of ta~ng
salt is not extended to that province. The immense trade
which might be carried on in thia article was pointed out
eight or ten. years ago, by Lieut. (now Major) Burke, or
the _Bombay Engineers, who published a 1mall pamphlet,
giving an account of the vast and practicalJy.inexhauatible
deposit whence the supply might be derived. · But no
notice was taken of the fact by mercantile men till January
1855, when the captain of a vessel going round to Calcutta in ballast took cargo. The venture waa BO aocces.
ful that it has since been repeated. The duty paid on

m
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import of Sci~de salt into Calcutta for the portion of the
year up to August 1855, wa.s Rs. 30,000.

A Company was formed at Kurrachee last year, for the
purpose of exporting Scinde salt to Calcutta. Its operations have not been very extensive, but so far they appear to have been successful. From information, supplied
by the Bombay Government, we learn that about half a lakh
of maunds of Kurrachee salt have been exported to Calcutta
by the Company since December 1854, and that, "though
previously unknown there, it has commanded prices beyond
the prices obtained for Bombay salt, which, next to Liverpool and foreign Europe salt, had heretofore stood in the
highest favour in the Calcutta market." But according to
the Scinde Commissioner:-" There is one cause which
retards the development of this trade, that is the apparent
ignorance, in the mercantile circles in England; that we
have such an article as salt in the province, though some
pains had been taken last year to give the fact publicity
through the medium of the Prospectu.~ofthe SaltCompany."
PROGRESSIVE IMPROVEMENT OF SCINDE.
-"Mr. Frere is leading the way," says the Friend of India,
"in an enterprise which, if successful, will do more for his
capital even than his own energy. Kurrachee, from its
position on the lodus, is the natural port of Central Asia.
From the Sutlcj to the Oxus whoever wishes to communi.cate with any place beyond the sea, must pass through
Kurrachee. It occupies a position scarcely less favourable
to commerce than that of Alexandria." "The produce
which ought to float down the Scindian Nile must either be
carried overland, at an expense which sucks away all profit,
or incur imminent risk of destruction. With an immense
wheat country at its back, Kurrachee can export no wheat.
At Schwan, the wheat of three years; tens of thousands of
maunds, rotted away under the eyes of Major Turner, for

want of the means or transport. The trade is already too
large for ~he flotilla."
"The difficulties or the lndua commence at a place called
Jurruck. Above that point, the river will bear eteamen or
any reasonable burden, and from it.a rocky bed it exempt
from the incessant changes which harass Lieutenant Oar.
forth in the Hoogly. From thence to Kurrachee, over a
country which presents few natural difficulties, a railway or
one hundred and ten miles, three-fourths or our Raneegunge line, would bring goods and p888engen to the Kur.
rachee harbour."
·
"It is this scheme which Mr. Frere, on the 28th Aupt
(1854), explained to a me~ting or all the l'e8pectable inha.
bitants of Kurrachee. The promin~nt and energetic part
taken by Mr. Frere in the matter is highly to hia credit, but
it is unnecessary for us to write his eulogium. He is understood both in Scinde and in India, and we prefer to
support the undertaking in which he haa displayed IO com.
mendable an interest."
. Scinde is happy in her rulcn. The head or the government or the province (now in this country) i1 identified
with enlightenment and progress; and Mr. Frere'• good
deeds are worthily emulated by Colonel 1acob, of the famous
Scinde Horse, now acting aa Commilll'ioner in bia abae_nce.
The latter officer established himself about nine years ago,
on the frontier of the Desert between the Indus and the
Bola~ Pass, at a village which had then three small 1hop1
· and a well,. protected from the Desert plunderen by a
small fort, He has now a town on the 1ame spot with
about 7000 in.habitan~, excltJSive of those belonging to the
garrison ; aud the. country has, by his judicious mea.'11rf's,
and by the digging of a canal from the lndus, been rendered so quiet that the Desert, for twelve miles from
Jacobabad, haa become a sheet of cultivation, and life and
property are more secu"re than in moi;t parts of India.
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The predatory tribes of Scinde now cultivate the arts
of peace ; its language has been reduced to a definite
shape ; its hitherto oppressed inhabitants, who, not many
years ago, trembled to touch the white man's money, have
not only become reconciled to the British mode of government, but have quietly submitted to all the imposts and
tRxes levied upon them for the internal improvement of
the country. Wells, tanks, roads, bridges, bunds and
canals, have all been, and are now being, con11tructed, to
develop more fully the latent and long neglected resources
of the land. Such of its products as have already been
conveyed to the continent of India, or to the home market,
have met with a ready and remunerative sale. The demand, in fact, is greater than the supply; and the district
officers are now engaged in fostering, encouraging, and
urging on the cultivation of those staples, which can be
raised at so little cost, from the peculiar soil of the province,
and which are likely to realise such handsome returns to
the producer. The means for the transport of these
productions to other parts of the world will soon be, as it
were, at the door. The number of English vessels chartered
for Kurrachee is yearly increasing; and with the improvements now in progress, we may expect a large augmentation to the trade of the port.
KURRACHEE, THE EUROPEAN PORT OF JN.
DIA.-To be the nearest point to Europe of all our Indian
possessions, is important in many points of view, but more
especially with reference to "the Euphrates Valley route ;"
and when the electric wire shall have connected Kurrachee
with the Punjaub (already, there is reason to believe, decided upon by the Supreme Government}, and the proposed communication established with Europe, the advantage will be great, of being the first to dis..-.eminate the
political and commercial intelligence of Euroi-ie to the most
<listant parts of our Indian possessions.
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Hitherto beyond the pale of the electric chain that
spans the empire, Kurrachee is destined, ere long, to be.
come the chiefseat of the telegraph in India. (Vide p. 218.)
JUNCTION AT KURRACHEE OF EUROPEAN
AND INDIAN TELEGRAPHS.-Mr. John W. Brett,
the inventor and projector of submarine tclegrapba, 10 far
back as 1845, proposed to the late Sir Robert• Peel to
connect England with India by the telegraphic wire.
The importance of Scinde and it1 port wi~l become really
apparent when Mr. Brett has placed England and India
in daily communication, by passing his electric wire,
already in the Island of Sardinia, on to Malta; Egypt,
and by the Red Sea (or rather by the Orontea, the
Euphrates, and the Persian Gulf) to Kurra.chce; tbu1
uniting the European and Indian syatema of telegraph in
one magic circle. This would establish a real and practical
bond of sympathy and identity of interests between this
country and her most valuable and magnificent dependency,
-place in the hands of Government over 100,000,000 of
our distant fellow subjects, a power of supervision and control hitherto unknown,-giving at the aame time to the 1hipowner and merchant a meana of imparting and receiving
information of inestimable value-to dissevered families a
bond which will at once re -unite them-to the inhabitants
of two empires widely apart a mode of inter-communication
which would enable them to meet, u it were, face to face-in a word, the telegraph between England and India will
be at once the pledge and the instrument of good and
vigorous government, and of moral and material progress.
(Vide p. 217).
IDENTITY OF INTERESTS OF PUNJAUD AND
SCINDE.-Mr. Frere has done good service to the latest
acquisitions ol the British Crown in these parts, by advocating independent steam communication with Suez, raJ1s
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in Scinde and the Punjaub, and the electric telegraph.
Whatever may be the official and technical difficulties in
the way, 1ooncr or later they must be overcome; there·
fore the sooner the better.
Judging by the past administration of the Punjaub,
we feel convinced that the authorities want no spur to
induce movement in matters so important and interesting.
The Punjaub may soon be united by the closest administrative ties to Scinde. Not so to the Agra presidency; and
therefore it should be an additional incentive in these
eminently practical questions that, as the fortunes of
the Punjaub are concerned, so its influence should be
legitimately exercised by its Government, to secure objects
advantageous alike to both Provinces.
"The two provinces (Scinde and the Punjaub) have been
inseparably connected by the hand which made them.
They have been connected also, by the fortunes of the
great empire to which both belong. They are the province1 of the Indua, as Bengal and Behar are the provinces
of lhe Ganges. They constitute one section of the empire,
and are separated from every other part of it by rivers,
mountains, the sea, or broad belts of sandy desert. Their
commercial interests are inseparably united. Both must
ultimately depend upon the traffic of the mighty river,
which is the artery fed by the five veins of the Puujaub.
"Both depend for their communication with the external
world upon one and the same port. The Punjaub has no
outlet towards the north, but an imperfect outlet towards
the west, and a long, difficult, and expensive, though open
outlet towards the east. This river system, which is already
equal in magnitude, and may be equal in value to !l1at of
the Ganges, should be under one government, and improved
on one system, devised by a single mind. Would the
Government place Bengal undei: one authority, and the
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Hooghly, from Cutwa downwards, under the commissioner
of Pegu? Yet that is exactly what we have done with
our north-west possessions. Our Danube baa its mouth
occupied, not by enemies, it is trne, but by allies, owing
allegiance to a dift'erent authority. (Vide p. 168.)
"Again, the physical, political, and social characteristica
of the two countries are identically the same. Physically,
the districts of Mooltan, Dhera Ghazee Khan, and Khangurh might be districts of Scinde. The Aoil ia the aame,
the products are the same, the people are the eame. Politically, both have the same disadvantages, and the aame
military necessities. Both have a turbulent frontier to be
gulU"ded, which is identical in character Crom one end to
the other, and which should be arranged on one principle,
and be obedient to one head. The vast chain of military
forts which stretch along the Scindian ,and Punjabee frontiers, depend upon each other, and should alike for military
effectiveness and economy depend upon one head. Both
have populations whom it ia necessary to disarm and
overawe, and in both an enormous military force requirea
an energetic Central administration. The system, too, of
the Punjaub, would suit the province of Scinde better than
that of Bombay. It is less regular, and better adapted to
the fierce passions and uncontrolled habits of a wild l\fo.
hammedan people. The revenue settlement, too, ia ~ore
in consonance with the ancient ideas of the population.
The administration would be infinitely cheaper; for, with
a slight re-distribution of force in the Punjaub, much of the
military expenditure of Scinde might be removed ;-while,
after two years _of expense, the customs' receipts of Kurrachee, as the foreign entrep&t of Central Asia and the
Punjaub, · would totally remove the deficit. Of course,
with the improvement, the pressure on the more fertile
province would be removed. and the strong counter argu-
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ment with which we commenced our article becom~s of
none effect. Scinde and the Punjaub, then, we submit,
should be united.''
"It (the union) would strengthen, not root up, the system
already successful; and on every other ground it is indispensable. The presidency would be the second of the great
divisions of British India. The immense triangle, broadest
between Kurrachee and Peshawur, and tapering almost to a
point below ~ooltan, would cover an area of 130,000
square miles.• This vast area is occupied by a population of nearly twenty-five millions, thus : Punjaub, by census • • • • • • • 13,000,000
States under control, including Cis-Sutlej
chiefs, and Cashmere • •
8,000,000
Scinde (probably) • • • • •
2,000,000
States under Scinde (at a guess)
1,000,000
Populations of Presidency • • • 24,000,000
"The revenue, unimproved, would be two-and-a-half millions. The surplus is far more than adequate to the necessities of Scinde, and Lord Dalhousie would thus have redeemed the consequences of the act of Sir C. Napier.
Amid this population, all warlike, is stationed a great
~uular force, which must be directly subject to the civil
authority, and is apt to be jealous of a mere commissioner.
The flower of the European and native army is there also,
and occasionally even with these the weight of high official
dignity is imperatively required. Our most dangerous
foreign relations, with Central Asia and Dost Mahomed,
with the Beloochees and Daoodpootras, and with the innumerable warrior chieftains of the highlands, must be conducted at Lahore. Whoever may be the final authority, every
• Great Britain covers 53,000 square miles.

word of the Commi1&ioner reverberates among the hille,
every blunder is bitterly resented in Cabul." •
EXPECTED DEVELOPMENT OF RESOURCES
AND REVENUE OF INDIA.-To make roada ia the
first duty of every Government; but the wan in India have
unhappily. succeeded each other \\ith auch brief' intermittent
periods of peace, that this essential to good government
has not been sufficiently attended to. Steam navigation,
the railway system, the electric telegraph, free commerce, and
a more enlightened and liberal system of government at home
and in India, have now opened a new era in ita hi.story.
Yet what is now recommended by those who ought to
know better? 'Withdraw all expenditure on public worka
not necessary. for repairs, and let the revenue reaume ita
normal condition; and be careful not to nndertake any
more liabilities to complete your railway• now in progrcu
to make them useful and productive.' That is, destroy the
profit within your grasp, be careful not to make any more
by making India prosperous, and you will aec how flourishing the revenue will again become.
Allusion has been made to the expediency of the
Government promoting aome project for working the iron
mines to supply the railway• now in course of completion.
At the Great Exhibition of 1851, the quality of the Indian
iron attracted marked attention, and its atecl haa been
always celebrated for its quality. It ia desirable to detach
the natives from the 8.lmost universal punuit of agriculture
aµd to induce them to prosecute the mechanical arta.
In the latter part of 1854 the Indian authorities acnt to
India, on my recommendation, a commission of mining
engineers and smelters to aid Lieutenant Colonel Henry
Drummond in his important mineralogical reaearchea
• Friend of lndJ&.
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in the provinces of Kumaon and Gurhwal, and it is gratifying to find a public announcement to the effect that

Colonel Drummond laid the foundation of the first blast
furnace in Northern India on the 22nd of November last,
and that the Himalayan iron works are progressing rapidly, and in three months it is hoped the furnaces may be
at work. The locality chosen is easy of access, surrounded
with enormous surface deposits of ore of the finest quality, ·
with abundance of fuel, lime, clay, fire-bricks, and waterpower close at hand. India bas now a fair prospect of
manufacturing her own iron; we shall hear no more, we
hope, of iron suspension bridges sent out from this country
to span rivers and ravines, whose sides are composed of a far
superior ore to that from which the bridge itself was made.
In a state of peace and with perfect freedom of trade
with all parts of the world, it becomes a comparatively easy
task for the Indian Government to promote inland communication and navigation, so as to render inter-communication of all parts of the continent easy and complete. India
is not only a self-supporting,-it is a precious possession.
It furnishes honourable and lucrative employment in its
military and civil services to a vast number of the gentry
of England; its commerce enriches our merchants and
employs our artisans. All that it needs is a Government
at once wise and energetic to develop its resources, which
are believed to be boundless. In this way our trade with
India wonld advance with a still more gigantic stride into
the inmost recesses of that lethargic land, carrying in its
train the arts, the sciences, and the civilisation of the west
for the elevation and enlightenment of a patient and loyal
people.
"When the spirit of enterprise still shows so feebly in
India; when the employment of English capital on a
great scale within the interior of this country is so rare ;
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and when there ia such good reason to anticipate the beat
effects from its profitable investment in any one branch or
Indian undertakings, by the encouragement that would
thereby be given to its introduction through many other and
various channels;-! submit, that it would be impolitic
for the Honourable Court to put aside the several aHociations that are now presenting themselves to compete (or
the advantage of 411pplying India with that which ahe much
needs; in order that it may itself undertake theae vast
works, on no stronger ground than the assumption (which,
after all, ia only an assumption), that aome little time and
money would be saved ;-I submit, on the contrary, that
all the money and time which the Honourable Board may
contemplate being able to save thereby, would be well expended in aecuring the introd11ction at this time, of a large
amount o( English capital and English energy, ao as to
encourage, by the successful issue which I anticipate for
these railway undertakings, a more extensive employment
of similar capital, and similar efforts hereafter, in connection with the products and the trade of India."•
These facts ought to be considered in conjunction with
the important 'fact, that the Government of India is, to
speak generally, landlord of the soil, and sinka money
therefore in· public works, not merely for the hope ot a
general benefit accruing from incrcaaed prosperity, but
with the certainty of a direct immediate return upon the
money spent.
·~Lord Dalhousie is reported to have said that he went to
India not to elevate England by foreign conquest, but to
elevate and enrich both England and India by sending.
home cotton; it were •a solecism of power to think to
command the end, and yet not to endure the means,'t
• Minute by Lord Dalliousie, dated 2oth April, 1853.
Bacon"• :fA&a11 ol Empire.

t
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to accomplish this great object he must have railroads;
then - and not till then - will the supply of the raw
material of the greatest of the staple manufactures of this
country be placed upon a firm basis, and the energy and
skill of Europe come fairly into contact with the inexhaustible resources of a soil which has for ages, repaid,
with three harvests in the year, the most rude and
inefficient husbandry. Then will our commercial and
manufacturing greatness be placed beyond the caprice
of a jealous rival, himself dcpendaut on the labour of his
slnves; but even with America well affected, and the
reverence of the lash unimpaired, the premature advent of
a frost or a visitation of a grub to the cotton fields of New
Orleans might at any moment be fatal to i1s I " •
MUTUAL DEPENDENCE OF OUR WESTERN
AND EASTERN EMPIRES.-PRESTIGE IN ASIA
ESSENTIAL TO POWER.-There never was a crisis in
the history of this country when the public mind was more
keenly alive to the necessity of developing the territorial
value of India, and of approximating, by a rapid means of
communication, the distant limits of that vast empire.
At this moment, all who are alive to the inestimable
importance of British India, knowing as they do that its
possession is essential to the grandeur and prosperity, if
not to the very existence of this country, have watched
with painful interest the varying fortunes of the campaign
against the Russians in Asia. The events of this campaign are fraught with results of immeasurably greater
import to us than to our allies. They have no great
Indian empire, and Asia Minor is not the route to any
of their possessions. Between the outer limits of Asia
Minor and the borders of the golden peninsula of India,
as well as within the bounds of the peninsula itself,
• Indian Railways, by an Old Indian Postmaster. 3rd edition, 1848.
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the ruler• and tribes accustomed to the dominion or the
sword yield a scant allegiance to a sovereign they have
ceased . to dread, and little respect to a neighbour whose
might ia not superior to their own. Yueh ia being done
to enlighten and advance the people of India _and develop
the latent resources of that countrr ; but, u yet, we hold
with a mailed hana our empire in the East. It i1 dangeroU1
to let our subject populations or our unsettled neigbboun
think that we have an equal in the field, much more a
superior, and thatsuperior, Russia, 10 long and 10 notorioual1
a candidate for their suffrages.
In these days, the connection between events in the EMt
and in the West is far better understood than it wu at the
beginning t>f the present century, and new1 travels infinitely
faster; but even at the beginning of the present century, wo
may remember that it was the superiority of the 8J'Dlll of
France in EUl'Ope that induced Tippoo to rise against wi,
and led to the contest with him which ended in the taking
of Seringapatam. Indeed, there is no one who really know1
Ina.ia that i8 not aware how greatly even the extremities of
'our empire there are agitated by the slightest appearance of
a reverse in any quarter, so sensinve is the bond by which
those vast subject populations are held.
We did not relish the idea of the Czar at Stamboul, and
we may find his inftuence not quite agreeable at Tehran;
neither must we close our cyea to the f'act, that Penria is
insidiously and perseveringly advancing her outpoeta both
in Central Asia and along the line of the aea-board of' the
GUJ.f of' Oman. She has already taken llerat, formerly
regarded as the key of India, from the .Aft'ghans, and has
wrested Bunder Abbass in the Persian Gulf from the Imam
of Muscat.• Had the British minister. at the Persian
• In the beginning of December, 1864, the meaport &own of Bander
Abbasi, belonging to the Imam of Mu.scat and governed by bis eon,
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court been under the immediate orders of the Governor
General of India, the Shah would speedily have recoiled
before the remonstrance& of an authority backed by
300,000 men. We do not fear a Russian invasion of
India, but we must guard our prestige of invincibility
with the treacherous and semi-barbarous courts of Asia,
11.11 the best ·means of protecting our Indian dominions
from the dire effects of internal commotions, and from
the hostile incursions of the turbulent and warlike tribes
on our north-west frontier. While the ancient seat of
empire of the Cresars in the East is in the hands of the
soldiers of the West, and while British enterprise is surely,
though gradually, adding the Sultan's empire to the
area of its wide exertions, his dominion in Asia Minor,
and our name in the East, have received a shock by
the capitulation of Kars, "We owe India a victory in
Asia;" we owe it a victory that shall efface from the
standards of Russia the record of our heroic misfortunes at
Kars. But now that the Temple of Janus is closed for a
1eason,let us stamp on Asia the impress of our genius and our
power ;-let us render the inv11.11ion of Asia l\finor by Russia
for ever impossible, by throwing open to the world, by the
irresistible power of steam, the rich and forgotten plains of
the Euphrates and Tigris-the once-fumed granaries of the
East, and subduing to Industry their wild inhabitants.
was attacked by a force of about 12,000 Persian horeemen with two
mortars and six guns. For two days and nigbt1 a heBYy fire of shot
and shells was kept upon the Cort, and the garrison, about 1,700 strong,
finding this too hot for them on the third day, sallied out under command of the young .prince, and met them at the gates. A batUe of
several hours ensued, when the Arabs, seeing that they were overpowered by numbers, betook themselves to their boats and found
refuge on board a Muscat man-of-war at anchor outside. A large
proportion of the garrison bad been eitbe.r killed or wvunded.
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This would· be a greater triumph than the l'.&Cpture of
Kars, and at once a col0888l and enduring monument of
our science and enlightenment, aa well aa of our energy
and might as a people.
The Indian army has not only fought the battles of
England in India and Central Asia. but the ~y of Bengal
and Madras has Cl"Olllled bayonets Jrith the beat eoldien ol
Europe, in Java and the Mauritiua, while their brethren
ol Bombay marched to oppose the aame gallant· enemy in
Egypt. Notwithstanding this, our tried and magnificent
army in India has been practically ignored in the late war.
There is now in India an army of nearly S00,000 men
at the disposal of this country, apart from 31,000 subsidiary' troops and contingent. from Native Statea. In
that army, there are about 26,000 Europeana belonging
to the Queen's service, including cavalry and infantry
of the line; and 15,000 European troops in the Com·
pany'a semce, of every arm except cavalry, and 240,465
native troops. Thia last figure includes 233,699 exclusively
native trOOpa, together with 3,644. European commiasioned
officers, and S,122 European warrant and non-com.mi..
&ioned officers and rank. and file. The number of the commissioned officers of the Queen'• troopta amount. to 588.
The police corp• regularly organised consist. of 24,015
native cominissioned and non-oommissioned officers and
privates, and 35 commissioned European officen. Large
and costly aa thia army may be, it might easily be increased, -especially from the warlike tribea lately added to
our dominiou. Here, then, ii a reserve, and an ample reaene,
well organised, offirered,and generally with some experience
of war. How could it be said that we had no reserve?
this immense force, 40,000 are British eoldiers.
the rest, the irregalar native canlry is just the force we
most required in the late war, and could not 1upply from

or
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home. Here then i1 everything that we have aacribcd to
Russia.
"All former empires that ever pretended to hold distant
countries in subjection made a fair exchange of armies, so
that while ~talians were holding Britain, or Numidia, or
Dacia, Britons, Numidians, and Dacians were stationed in
Italy, and even supplying candidates to the imperial purple.
Whatever the final results, the Rotnan empire would not
have lasted ten years without that interchange."• Russia
carried on the war with forces drawn from the heart
and extremities of Asia, as well as from the most northern
shores of Europe; and when we talk thoughtlessly of her
overpowering population, it is these distant regions that we
are unconsciously thinking of. " Our case is the same as
Russia's, only we have not got the sense to see it, and
shall not see it till our eyes have been opened and our
wits quickened by a succession of disasters." t
The inutual dependence of our Western and Eastern empires was clearly pointed out many years ago in these words :
" In caae our enemies should prove sufficiently powerful to
press us hard either in Europe or Asia, it would be a matter
of inestimable importance to have it in OW' power to transport our military forces from Europe ·to Asia, and from
Asia to Europe, with the greatest possible celerity, as the
exigences of war may demand. A rapid means of communicating between India and Malta, both by means of the
Red Sea and of the Persian Gulf, through Egypt and
through Syria, would multiply tenfold the resources of
Britain, and secure the defences of our possessions from
Canada to Hong Kong. Indeed, England, with her small
standing ·army, with her population not trained and disciplined to defend their own territory 11i:,aai.nst invaders, and
•The Times.

t Ibid.
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with ministers who neglect her nary", can never be duly
secured against the sudden attacks or her rivala and enemica,
until she can impose 1ome restraint on their ambition, by
having it in her power to array the 1epor on the ahol'el of
the Mediterranean, and the Highlander or Scotland and
the gallant sons of Erin on the banks of the Indua and the
Ganges, with a degree of speed which no other power
can equal. The small amount of our military force, in
comparison with the enormous extent of our empire, must·
be counterbalanced by abundant means or communication
and extraordinary rapidity of transport." •
Russia, aware of the mistake she committed in going to
war with imperfect means of transit, is, .with our money,
about connecting the shores of the Caspian, the Black Sea,
and the Baltic, with the heart of the empire by meana of
railways communicating with her navigable rivers.
.
In America, ten miles of railway are on the average
opened every day for the accommodation of the ·regular
traffic of the country.
And shall we, while enriching with railways Ruaaia,
America, France, Italy and Austria, forget what is due to
India with her boundle88 rellbureea and vast population ?
It is evident that 'to have the benefit or even the moral
weight of our magnificent and well-appointed army in India,
on the great events which are now in progress, and of the
consequent changes which must necesaarily flow Crom them,
that we must have, above all things, in.creased facilities for
moving troops and stores ~pwards or downwards along the
line of the Indus, as well as up the Persian Gulf, or to the
Red Sea, as circumstances might render necesaaTy.
While these pages' are passing through the press, the
• On the Communications between Europe and India. by George
Ymlay, Eaq., 1847.
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11harlow of coming events in the East is deepening and extending, and it becomes more emphatically the duty of this
country to make their army in India, by proper means of
transit, not only sufficient for the internal peace of that
country, but that some portion of it should also by the
same means, be made available wherever and whenever the
welfare or the honour of the paramount state might demand
its 11ervice. There never was put forward a greater fallacy,
or an error more likely to be mischievous, than "that the
Turkish question was of no importance in an Indian point
of view." The grand problem, now in course of solution
in Turkey, must affect in its results, whatever they may
be, in the most immediate and powerful manner, our power
and prosperity in India.
Every act in the grand. drama of the war, has elicited
either the apprehension or the applause of the nations of the
East.• In the mosques of Bokhara, five thousand Moolahs
• ,.·Dera Ismael Khan (on the Upper Indus) hae not been far behind
Lahore in celebrating the fall of Sebastopol. The official news was
received with the greatest enthusiasm by nil classes, and the
inhabitants resolved to hav~ illuminations, fireworks, &c. The bazaars
of the city were brilliantly illuminated; every shrofF, or wealthy
shopkeeper, displaying from 1,000 to 1,200 lamps before his shop, and
all other shopkeepere from 200 to SOO lamps. "-Lahore Chronicle.
On the 3rd of December last, the day appointed by the
Governor-General for a general thanksgiving on account of the
Fall of Sebastopol, the great Parsee community, (of which Sir
Jamsetjee Jejeehhoy is so justly regarded as the leader and ornament) spontaneously assembled in the Town Hall at Bombay, and
Dosabhoy Framjee read a lecture detailing the events of the war, and
the successes of the Allied Forces. He then proceeded to enlarge on·
the blessings which the British rule secures to the natives of India;
and concluded his addresa by offering, on behalf of his crowded
audience, the first public prayer to Almighty God ever uttered by a
Parsee in his native tongue ; for the ordinary religious services

prayed daily for the BUCCC88 or the Sultan or Room, and ,, the
name or Mouravieff is probably now repeated with awe by
the Persian and Affghan."
The Eastern shepherd, in his aolitude, pondered over, and
the warrior in his fastness, watched with kindling eye tbe
varying fortunes or the field, while every incident or the
campaign, whether in Europe or Asia, baa been minub!ly
diacusaed., and will be well remembered in the bazaara
throughout the length" and breadth or India.
of the Paraees ai-e still performed in the PelkrJi, their ancient
language, which in the course of age1 hu become quite unintelligible
to all but the nry learned. He prayed "that the 1hadow of the
Almighty might re1t wherever the Briti1h rule extend1, and that ita
moral influence might be established over a still greater portion of the
globe; that God would ble11 their Sovereign, and give 1uccea1 to her
armies: that hi8 own brethren might live, u they now do, in perfect
security, and be ever impre11ed with a grateful eenee of the blea1inge
they enjoy under the benign rule of their gracious Queen."
The address was received with enthusiasm by the meeting, which
signified ita hearty acquiescence in the concluding prayer. The nent
marks an era in the annals of India. Instances are not wanting of
sovereigns who have enjoyed an extenaive popularity ainong the varied
races of Hindoetan; but her history furnieheti no parallel example of a
whole people thus rising above the prejudicee of age1, and in a way IO
.opposed to their usual apathetic movementa in political matters,
convening a large public assembly, to give 1pontaneou.1 upre11ion to
their belief in the superiority of British rule, and in the power of ita
protection, while they invoked the Divine aid for the lucceH of ita

arms.
The novelty and gravity of such a meeting .. hu been jun
d~scribed cannot fail to make a wide impression tbronghout Asia.
moat ·favourable to the British character. - From 11 Jlnnoir oj Eir
Jamuetjee Jejeeblwy, "by T. W. Bamacy, E1q., late C~ q/

Rerimue, Bombay.

From the CoMMISSIONER IN Sc1NDE to Mr. HARDY WELLS,
Civil Engineer in Scinde.
DEAR Sia,
I HA VE the pleasure to return the papers you.
forwarded for my perusal, relative to a proposed Campany
for improving the Jlarbour of this Port (Kun-aehee), and
connecting it by Railway with the lndus.
I will briefly state the reasons which induce me to con.
sider the scheme a most feasible and promising one.
A glance at the map shows that the coast of Scinde is
the natural outlet for all the Commerce of the valley of
the Indus and its tributaries, as well as of the frontier
countries to the north and ·west.....;.Cashmere, Affghanistan,
and the countries of Central Asia still further inland.
Hemmed in between the deserts of Mekran on the west,
and the "'l'hur," or great sandy desert, which extends
from near Ferozepore to Cutch on the east, the traffic of
the countries above-named, naturally converges to the
coast of Scintle as to the mouth of a funnel
The region to which the trade in question belongs will
bear no unfavorable comparison as regards extent, population, and variety of productions with the tract, the commerce of which seeks the line of the Ganges, and centres
at Calcutta. '!'hough it must be borne in mind that the
trade on the one line is in its infancy, that on the other
has been developed through a long series of years.
On the coast of Scinde there is but one port,
Kurrachee, and there is no other which can be compared
with it as a II a!'bour for se,·eral Jiundrcd .miles, cast or
west.

GO
The lndus has never, during the last ,century, Lc~n
nnvignble for sea-going ships of any 11ize; hence the river
traffic is transferred, eit11cr at the mouth of the river, or
at Kurrachee, ,into sea-going coasters, which convey it
to Bomb'.\y and other ports of India, as well as to Arabia,
Persia, &c.
Two obstacles were supposed to exist to Kurrachee
becoming n harbour for direct intercourse with England
and other distant countries. The Harbour was 1uppose<l
to be inaccessible to large vessels, and it was believed tbnt
it was not safe during the south-west monsoon.
While these two drawbacks were 1uppo1ed to exi1t,
Kurrachee could of course only rank aa a harbour for
coasting traders, and an outport of Bombay.
But during the past years both these obstacle• have been
practically and conclusively proved to be imRginary.
Three sailing vessels direct from England, the lnrgest of
800 tons old measurement, have visited the port and come
in and out witl1out difficulty, one of them In the beginning of August, when the south-west monsoon wna blowing as strongly as at any time during the 1eaaon; all tbe
commanders of these ships expressed themselves as eqnnlly
s:urprised and pleased at the ease with which they made
and entered the harbour, and with its excellence wl1en they
were inside. The Honorable Company'• steamers, Queen
and Auckland, made three experimental trips,
20tb JuM.
61 h July.
coming in l\nd out at the dates noted in .tl1e
23rd Joly.
margin, and the ease and safety with which
.3rd Aogoat.
this was effected, showed conclwiively that
61h Aogoat.
the Harbour is accessible to vessel1 of very
6th Aagu1t.
considerable tonnage throughout the year, including the
monsoon.•

....
"

• Since the foregoing letter W8ll written, Mr. Frere 1tated in
his speech at the Pqblic )feeting held al Kurrachee in favour ol the
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That the Harbour may be still further impro\'ed by the
mean a you have suggested, and at an expense by no means
disproportioned to the object of making it accessible to
ships of tl1e largest size, I have no doubt; but even in its
present state, it is clear it possesses all that is required
for a trade vastly exceeding what now passes through it.
Ilow large that trade is, even . at present, and how
rapidly it is increasing, is shown in the tables, which are
among the papers you furnished to me. I find they agree
with the official returns, and may, I believe, be relied on
as correct.
Scinde Railway, on the 28th of August, 1854, that ''last monsoon
"Sir Henry Lecke, (Commander in-Chief of the Indian navy), sent
"up the Queen, the first large vessel which had ever come there in
"the monsoon, and the following were the results of the last season's
.. experience, as to the possibility of entering and leaving the harbour
" during the monsoon months :1653.
June 20th, Queen, 7!10 tons, drawing 16 feet.
July 6th, Do.
,. 23rd, Do.
August 3d, Auckland, 800 tons, 15 t feet.
6th, Do.
., 6tb, Queen •
., I6th, Rubicon, 16 fllet •
., 20th, Auckland.
,, 27th,
Do.
February Sth, Victoria, 478 tons, 15l feet.
,. l lth Rubicon.
"But this experience of one s~ason was, of course, incondusi1·e, and
" here is the result of the present season : 1854~

July llth, Q~een, 750 tons, drawing 16 feet.
,, 22nd, Sea Queen, 414 tons, 15ft. Sin.
August 2nd, Ann Black, 513 tons, 16ft. 3in.
fth, Two Dingeys from Guadnr.
l 3th, Queen, 750 Ions, 16 feet.
23rd, Aucklanol, SOO tons, 15A feet.
2itb,
Do.
S1is1>1AN, Aug. 30, 1854.

(i8 .

Your Railway will join thi1 port, with the river Indua,
the great inland artery of the trade we are considering,
above .the point where the difficulties, delays and danger•
of the Delta navigation commence. 'Ihcse obstacles are
so great that I have no doubt a Railway would almost
entirely supersede the river water carriage below Jerruck,
for all goods passiug between the country ab1Jve Jerruck
and Kurrachee, or any point beyond 1ea.
The operation of the Railway on the 1team navigation
of the Indus will be most important.
From the confluence of the five rivers of the Punjaub to
Tatta, the steamer best adapted to the lndus i1 a large
powerful boat, of great capacity in proportion to her
working expenses.
But from Tatta. to Kurracbee such a boat i1 un11uited.
She can neither thread the narrow winding channel• of
the Delta without constant risk of accident, nor face the
ocean swell, by running out a~ the mout4 of the Indu1,
and so coasting to Kurrachee hal'bour.
This short piece of Delta navigation, therefore, render•
it necessary either to tranship from one description of
steamer to the other, or to use throughout the river trip
a far as l\fooltan, a smalier, les1 capacious, and more
expensive steamer
Your railway, by avoiding the Delta altogether, will
render it. possible to use the larger and more economical
class of steamer• throughout the river voyage, and thus add
greatly to tl1e facilities of steam navigation on the river.
I may observe that I have every reRSon to believe that the
establishment of a railway to Kotree would effect a saving
of at least :i.s. 75,000 per annum in the expense• of the
Government steam flotilla on the Indus, or what is in
effect the same, increase its efficiency to the same extent
as an addition to its strength costing that sum.

The post office at present expends a sum of Ils. 24,0CO
per annum for the conveyance of the mails on lines which

will be superseded by the railway.
Of the military and political advantages of the line, I
feel justified in saying that they will be such as to ensure
for the project the attentive consideration, and I think I
rony feel assured, the cordial approval of the Government
in this country.
Your plans and sections will enable professional men
at home to judge of the li11c, and I will only add that,
from my personal knowledge of the country, I can safely
say, you have not, in my opinion, overstated the extremely
favourable character of the line, its remnl'knble freedom
from engineering difficulties, the facilities for procuring
materials, and for obtaining the land almost without cost.
Yours faithfully,
(Signed)

H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde.

KuRRACHEE,
Hth Oo:tober, 1853.

P.S.-I have omitted to point out one great recommendation of the line you propose, viz. that it is complete
in itself, connecting the only port on this coast for seagoing, square-rigged vessels (Kurrachee) with the luwest
of the fe:w fixed points on the river (Jurruck), "·l1ich at the
same time happens to be sufficiently far north to be quite
dear of all the dangers and delays of the Delta navigation.
No further extension beyond Kotree is necessary to secure
every advantage belonging to the line, as the connecting
link between the lndus and its only seaport. But though
complete in itself, your line is a necessary part of any
system of railways which shall follow the course of the
rnllcy of the Indus or its tributaries. By no other line
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can the Punjaub be directly connected 11·il11 the aca; and
should it hereafter be found expedient to extend the
railway, there is, I believe, not a single •erioua engineering
obstacle to such extension, from ·Kotree toward1 Peahawl\l'
till you reach Kaladagh 1 or on the other bank; from
Hydrabad to Ferozepore.
I need not point out the immense effect wl1icb increucd
facilities for transport would have on agricultural production; but I cannot resist the temptation to quote
from a private letter lately received from an officer well
acquainted with Sciude and justly rnnking among the
first authorities in tl1is part of India on all engineering
questions. He alludes to some American 1tatistic1 1howing that a ton of wheat valued on the apot where it i1
grown at 49l donars, if carried 330 mile1 by railway, i1
11ti11 worth more than 491 doJlars, but if carried Ly
ordinary highway, the cost of conveyance becom<'• equal
to the cost price of the grain; and tbat cheap~r descriptions of corn, costing where produced 26t dollan, can be
carried 330 miles by railway at a cost of five doJlan,
whereas if carried only 160 miles by ordinary highw11y,
the cost of caITiage would equal the original cost price of
the grain.
He uses this as an i1lustration of " the immense im" petus a railway would gire to cultivation in Scinde,
"where wheat is very cheap (I have seen it at 80lbs. for
" ls. 6d. at Sehwan and Suklmr} and the cost of con" vcyance is es.cessive--prO\ide the means of carrying it
" to a market cheaply, and cultivation would, I believe,
" immediately increase beyond all expectaticn, land" (and
he might truly have said of the fine1>t description abundantly irrigated) " capable of cultivation is very abundant,
" but the sole obstacle to an almost unlimited. production,
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" at a cost less than, I belie\·c, any country in the world,
" is want of cheap means of transport."
It might be premature to dwell on the certainty of thi~
port (Kurrachee) becoming ere long, the channel of a direct
stenmcommunication with Aden. But, compare the length of
the run hither from Aden, with the length of the run tu
Ilombny, and consider that the passnge from Bombay to
Aden is for three months in the year in the teeth of the
south-we~t monsoon; that on the line from this to Aden,
the south-west monsoon docs not blow with violcnc<', and
is in fact not more than a steady tmde wind, equally
fnvornblo fur the run to or from Aden. 'fhe result of a
considcrntion of these circumstances, can hardly be other
than a conviction, that a direct steam communication will
be estnblishcd at no distant period, and from the large
munber of passengers between the Punjaub and England,
to whom it is of importance to nrnid the delays and expenses of going round by Bombay, there can be little
doubt but that it would prove a good passenger liuc. The
comtruction of your raihrny would, I am of cpiuion, llt
once lead to the establishment of such a line.*
(Signed)
IIARDY WELLS,

II. Il. E. FllETIE.

Esq,

Cfri/ E11!Ji11t"er.

• 'fhe local press confirm the accuracy of the abo,·e views:-

"Ku11aAc1111:a:

To Aoa:N DIKKCT.

"A direct steam communication hetween Aden and Kurrachee i~
now much discusstd, and the Lalwr~ Chronic/~ bas e\·en assured its
r•a<lers that an off•r on the subject has been made l'o Government by
the Bombay Steam Na\·igation Comrnny. .\ l\11rracl1ee Steam

7'l
NB\-igatioo Compan)·, could ii be got up, would, we venture to eay,
manage the line much better than the Bombay one, or any Bo01bay
one. It would be a fine lesson to our venerable pro11enitriir, who for
1ome time hu been urged on lo have a company of her own, to aend
boall lo Aden, could we 1tart a-brad of her and pul her w1bame.
"For a monthly communication between tbi1 and Aden, two emaU
steamers would suffice, each of 600 lone burden, and 100 horH powtr,
capable, when neceeaary; of bdng worked up lo 200; and these, we
find, co!ild be procured each at a lakb and a-half of rupee.. The
monthly working expenaee would be about 7,000 rupel'I. Coal
would certainly not coat more than JO,OOO ruptt1. Two 1teamr1.,
then, running monthly, would only require bart'ly"one month'• coal,
so that the expenses for two mootb1 would amount only lo 24,000
rupees each, or 48,000 for the two, in which 1um we include in1uranct',
repaira and 10&1 on ten yeara' purchaae.
••These two steamen would go four eingle tripe in two month&, and
'l\'e might calculate on eight fir1t-cla11 pa11engere, five second, and
twenty dee!<, for at certain 1ea1on1 the number of pilgriml going tu
and returning from Mecca, would be very great, IO ucludin1 provisions, we would have
Ra.
8 First cla11 Pa11enger1, each at 150
6 Second ditto
ditto
JOO
20 Deck
ditto
ditto
50

=

R1.
1,200

=

1,000

=

lilJO

But if charges were reuonable, the boat• might calculate on pretty
full freight, and they would take 300 tone, or 24,000 cubic feet, tl'bich
at the rate of five rupee& per cubic foot, would give UI
Receipt• from Paesengera •••••••••• , • • 2,700
Ditto. ditto freight ................ 120,000
'fotal of receipu from one trip •••.•••• J 22,700
And total Crom four tripe ............ 490,800
Deduct Crom tbi1 the expenses ••• , • . • • 4 8,000
And we have two-monthly profits ...... 442,800
which would give monthly return• of221,400 rup11e1, on an outlay, for
the steameTB, of 3CO,OOO rupee1, and eay a genrral capital of 800,ooo
rupees. Out of these returne, of coune, would have lo be deduckd
•the expen1ee of agency, which we have no means at prnent ur
estimating.

"1'he return• look 10 large 11 to be euepicioua. Were there fewer
paeaengen than we have allowed, and were only three mpeee per cubic
foot charged for freight, the returns would be considerably le1e; but
enough appeare above to ahow that a line could be run, were it well
managed. Any private speculator could make it most profitable; but
we confeH to •no confidence' in large Indian Joint Stock Companies.
They can do nothing rightly. If any penone in Scinde are really in
earnest in this matti'r, and are unwilling to take the responsibility
upon themselves, let .them apply to the Austrian Lloyd'a Company for
aid, which Company professes to be· paying a dividend of 8 per cent.
just now, and notoriously is anxious, if any guarantee or encouragement from Government be held out, to commence operations on this
aide of the Isthmus of Suez.
·
" On the extension of steam communication in the East, much remaina to be done, and we shall discuss the subject more fully and
elaborately in our next iHue."-Sindian, !\ov. 8, 1854.

From the Co1n11snoNE& IN Sc1NDE, to the night Ilonorable Lono V1scouxt' FALltLAJrn, Gorernor and Prcaident it& Cou11Ci1, Bomhau.
(EXTlUCl'S.)
~IT

Loao,

Dated 161/a ...Yore111her, l8:i3.

I hal'e nmY the honour to transmit a letter from
Major Tnrner, superintending engineer, forwarding tl1c
Ueporh, in which Lieutenant Chapman details tl1c l'Cllulta
of the 11enson's work, and the plans with wLich lie illus.
trates them.
Lieutenant Chapman has taken no credit f11r the certain increase of trade.
It will, in all probability, by the unaided result of causes
now in operation, be 60 or 80 per cent. greater tb1m at
present before the line can be possibly opened, however
speedily it may be commenced ; and the making, and, .till
more, the opening of the line, will, of connc, give it a
vast impetus.
Nor has Lieutenant Chnpman taken credit for anytl1ing which was not before him officially, e.g. the vast
amouut of commissariat and other go,·ernmcnt stores now
in progre33 to the Punjaub, or expected, such as 10,00'J
barrels of porter this year, 3,000 tons of iron expectecl
next season f..,r a bridge at Attock-factll which might
have materially swelled his prospective returns.
He might also have fairly taken credit for the saving
his projects, if carried out, will effect in such heavy items
of expense as wear and tear of tents and camp equipage,
d.!terioration of stores by delay and exposure, and the
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enving in the local expenses of the commissariat which
will be possible when a vessel can discharge direct into a
raihrny truck, "·hich will a few hours afterwards deliver
its contents on the river bank at Kotree,-a point to reach
which nt present occupies generally a month at least, and
often much more.
1 therefore consider Lieutenant Ohapman's estimates
quite on the safe side; and I believe be might, without
rashness, have greatly enhanced the amount of his prospcctiYe r~tums.
As rcgarcls the extraordinary facilities which the line
p1·escnts for either canal or railway, I may be allowed to
add my testimony, as an unprofessional traveller, to the
more competent testimony of both engineer officers. I
have ccrtainl.v never seen a country with superior facilities
for the easy aml cheap ·execution of such works.
Of the two projects I prefer the railway, as being the
more perfect means of attaining the desired object, ns
regards position of the river, terminus, speed, and cheapness; as the more profitable ; the less liable to mishaps
from unforeseen accidents, and caprices of the river; the
more comprche1111in•, as regards the classes of traffic it
will accommodate; but more especially because there is no
rival or alternative means of communication which can
compete with it: whereas the success of a canal would be
the most certain means of ensuring the speedy rfralry of a
railway.
l\Iorcovcr, a railway would meet with ready support
from capitalists at a distance, who would be less likely to
view a canal as a furnurable im·estmcnt.
Such capitalists are, I believe, prepared to find the
means of carrying out a railway over the line in question,
ns soon as they hear .that the scheme is approved of and
supported hy Go,·crnmcnt as souucl in itself, nnd that tl;c
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Government of India is willing to e1tend to. the undertaking the usual guarantee of interest.

Mr. Hardy Wells, a civil engineer now employed in
the province, was so struck by the lacilitica for constructing
a railway over the line in question, when he travened it
on duty last year, that he communicated hia obaenation1
to friends at home, •and 1mpported them by 1ection1 ol
most of the watercourses, which llajor Turner procured
for him, and by Custom House and traffic .retur111. The
result has been, that a company is now, a1 I learn Crom
him, in course of formation in England, with a view tu
undertake the line, if supported by Government, in tl1e
manner above alluded to.
The very satisfactory mode in which the duty entrusted
to Lieutenant Chapman baa been performed is, I believe,
in no small degree owing to the effective 1upporl and
assistance he bas in every case met with, and the _valuable advice he has received Crom Major Turner, the 1uperintending engineer.
I have the honour to be, &c.,
(Signed)
11. B. E. Fnu,
Cummissioner'a Office, Kurrachee,
16th Novembi-r, 1853.
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From the

SuPERINTENDDiG ENGINEER,

to the Co1rnls-

BION ER IN SCINDE.

(EXTRACTS.)

SIR,
As the commerce and tl1e traffic of the country
have increased, so also have the risk and inconvenience of
the existing menus of communication become more apparent; lflld it has now become absolutely necessary to
improve those means, in order to meet the urgent demands
of Government and of the _public, for the conveyance of
stores and merchandize to the couutries through which
the Indus and the other rivers which fall into it flow, as
well as to enable the produce of those countries to be
brought to a market.
During the last two years the necessity for such means
have become even more pressing : unusually heavy falls
of rain and high inundations have closed the direct
land route to the river for many months in each year,
while the constant changes inseparable from all delta
navigation threaten at no distant period to cut off the
communication from Kurrachee to the river through the
tidal creeks altogether; besides which, the opening of the
h1ubour to English merchant shipping, arising from improved knowledge of its capabilities, has created a disposition to carry on trade direct with England, instead of
through the port of Bombay.
Moreover, Government are in a variety of other ways
directly interested in improving the means of communication : the existing state of matters cripples the enterprise
of the cultivators, and in many places limits the extent of
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cultivation to the local deman:l. You will remember a
fact brought · forward in my Report, on the R:>ads in
Scinde, dated the 30th March, 1852, that al Narrte I
found atocb of government grain of three y~arl' atanding,
which, th3ugl& repeatedlg au/Jmilted to public auction, AOhodg
would buy, in consequence of the cod of conreying ii to
a market : the grain waa eventually destroyed hy the inundation of 1851. The effects of improved communication on cultivation were very clearly explained in a late
American journal: wheat, valued in that country at fH9
50c. at the nearest market, if carried 330 miles by ordinary highway, cost in conveyance its full prime cost,
and its value was therefore doubled; while if conYeycd by
railway the same distance, it would have cost in carriage .
no more than $5. In cheaper kinds of grain, the cost
price, $2J. 75c., would be expended in carriage, if connyed
only 160 miles by highway, whereas it would have cost
$2 40c. only to have conveyed it to the aame distance by
railway. In Scinde, the proportion the cost of conyeyance
bears to the price of grain on the spot where it i1 grown is
much greater; and it could be eaaily proYed, that in part.
of the country, at even short distances from markets where
the demand is not limited by local consumption, the cost
of carriage to that market is so great, that it is unprofitable
to cultivate, and that the caltiYation is therefore checked,
and limited to the consumption of the immediate localities.
H!-ving carefully examined the" country through which
it is proposed the railway shall pass, I can assure you
that it is admirably adapted for auch a work: it consists of a number of level, or nearly leYel plains, with a
generally hard and smooth surface. Abundant atone will
be found along it for ballasting, aa well a1 for stone
blocks, &bould they (as I belieYe will be the case) be founcf
preferable to wooclen sleepers. The measured diatance of

the present road is 1001 miles, so thnt in taking I I 0
miles I conclude Lieutenant Chapman provides for extending it to Kcenmaree, and the town, but even then
llO miles is a very ample allowance.
I approve of Lieutenant Chapmnu's proposal to extend the line of railway to Kotree: IJydrabad and Kur·
rachce art' two of the three principal towns of Scindc,
and should .be united, and, for the reasons given in tl:e
lst to 3rd paragrnph~ of his Report, I do not think any
communication from Kurrachee to the river by railway
short of Kotree would pay.
The two objections raised to Kotree as a terminus, I
do not consider of much moment : the Bahran has yet
to be examined, and I b:!lieve, that at an inconsiderable
distance to the west of the direct line, a rocky bed for the
foundations of the bridge will be discovered, and there is
no doubt that if the b;mk of the river above Kotree were
faced with dry rubble, it would be quite nfe. The cost of
tho measure is at present the difficulty: when a railway
has been laid down from the hills, that difficulty will be
removed.
Great credit is due to Lieutenant Chapman for tle
labour and forethought with which, in so short a time,
he has succeeded in getting together so much valuable
information, and for the business-like manner in which he
has collated and arranged it. In neither of his projects
(railway or canal) has he made the most of the facts he had
adduced: not only has he discarded all information not
strictly official, but he has used the official returns with the
greatest caution; and with the knowledge that it has been
a very common practice in England, when framing traffic
returns, to double all the existing traffic, and that the result has generally sl1own that the projectors have been by
no means too sanguine, I nm certain a much larger return

might very fairly have. been promised. For instance, the
commerce of Scinde has been found, without the 1timul111
of improved means of communication, steadil7 to have
increased at the rate of 20 ·per cent. per annum : the
removal of all transit duties will certainl7 tend to increase
the commerce 11till more rapidl7; yet, notwithstanding the
Deputy Collector asserts that by the time the railway
could be opened (say four years ~nee) the trade will be
doubled, Lieutenant Chapman baa not taken an7 credit
for even the ordinary per-centage or increase due to the
years the railway must be in progress. So, again, with
respect to taxing the boats : he proposes not more than
the actual saving of food to the crews, whereas decrease of
wear and tear, the absence or risk, BBving 0£ time, and
consequent preservation of perishable goods, are ·all
advantages, which would willingly be paid for.
In the single item of 10,000 casks or ale and porter
now being sent to the Pnnjaub, I am confident a large
profit could be shown, either in the canal or railway
project; while, as the length ofvoyage would be decreallCd
some twenty-four days, there would be a much 1Jetter
chance of its arrival at its destination in good order. In
the Commissariat~ too, the saving of expenae would be
immense, were there direct communication from the bar·
hour to Kotree.
I have the honor to be, &c.,
(Sigiied) •H. B. TvaNn, l\fajor,
Superintending Engineer, Scinde.
Kurrachee, 15th November, 1853.

81

RAILROAD REPORT.

From L1EUTBNAN1' W. CeAHUN, Ilomhny Engineers, on
Special Duty in Scinde, to the Superintending Engineer.
(EXTRACTS.)

A cursory inspection of the map of Sein de, nnd a slight
knowledge of the commercial routes of the province, are
rcquii1ite to determine on the valley of the lndus as the
direction that any contemplated railroud must of necessity
take; and aince the unequivocal success which attended
the construction of the first line of raih·oud in England is
universally attributed to a complete communication h1wing
been at 011c_e established between two important points,
wl1ile the wisdom of the principle laid down has been so
fully borne out, as well by the fuillH'cs as successes o(
subsequent undertakings, as to have become almost an
axiom in· railway considerations, no further argument
appears necessary to demonstrate t11e nd,·isability of•at
once c.onnecting the two most considerable places in tl1e
general line of communication desired.
In ascending the valley of the lndus, the first poiut
of political and commercial importance presenting itself,
on the rigl1t bank of the river,~ Kotree; and as a railroad
with its terminus here would fully satisfy the requirements
of a direct communication with the lndus, which forms
the subject of this Report, it appears ad,·isnble that Kotree,
-the port of Hyderabad, should be at once connected with
Kurrachee,-the harbour of Scinde.

B:l

The latter derives its consequenC4' from being the head
quarters of the Civil government and l\Iilitary establishments of the province, in addition to being a rising eeaport, dependent only upon the improvement ot it. harbour
for European commercial importance; while the Cormer,
in addition to its immediate proximity to the large etation
of Hy~erabad, and being itself the depot of the lndus
flotilla, presents also, in conjunction with Hyderabad, a
centre, fo which all the great lines of traffic from Upper
and Lower Scinde, Southern Rajpootana, and Cutch,
severally converge; whilst its position on the lndus add.a
to these the additional advantages of intercepting the
down river traffic before the navigation becomes difficult
and attended with risk.
As the only other important preliminary, consideration
necessary to be noticed, i. e. that of capability of exten•
sion along the valley of the lndus, is answered by the
position of Kotree, little doubt appears to exist as to the
,-advisability of selecting Kotrce, (or, as will be hereafter
explained, a spot near it,) and- Kurrachee, as the tenniui
of the first railway to be constructed in Scinde, provided
it can be shown that no financial objections exist.
From the position of Kurrachee with respect to the
In~us, the traffic naturally classifies itaeU' under two
divisions :lst. The traffic by river.
2nd. The traffic by Ianil.

Each of these, again, resol\'.el itself into two heada:lst., The_ traffic carried on by Native river craft.
2nd. That conveyed by the steamers of the lndus

flotilla.
And again:lat. The traffic by the main road through Tatta and
J erruck to Kotree.
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2nd. That existing on several direct routes throu11;b
the bills, varying in extent, as the supplies of wattr
and forage are scarce or abundant.
Under these heads, the goods' traffic must first be
considered.
To enable a judgmcnt to be formed of the amount
uudcr the first head, a return of the export11 and imports of
the different ports of the Ind us furnished, by the Collector
oC Customs, is available, from which it will be seen, that
the river traffic by native craft is estimated at 30,406
tons.
A slight check upon this amount is derivable from a
register, kept by the authorities of the lndus flotilla, of
the number of boats pa~sing different stations of the river
f1·om which an approximation to the mauudage of goods
Jmssing Tatta, (which only,_ for reasons given in the Canal
Heport, can be safely taken,) is calculated at l5,4G,600
maunds.* Reducing this by one-third, as an allowance
for vessels being imperfectly filled, it gives a tonnage of
55,236 tons, which is 110 doubt exaggerated, but so far
v11luable as to show that the first estimate, which must be
taken as representing the river traffic, is probably on the
safe side.
Th~ quantities of goods and merchandize, both Government and private, conveyed by the Ind us flotilla, are shown
in the returns, furnished by Captain Ethersey. The first
item, Government stores, amounted from the lst 1''ebruary
18-18, to 30th April 1853, or during the course of 62
ruonthl'I, to 10,936 tons. The proportion of this for one
year is 2,117 tons. rrivate merchandize, again, conveyed
from the lst l\Iay 1851, to the 30th April 1853, was 23,622
maunds. The half of this £or one year amounts to 422
• l\laund

=

SO

lhs.

tons. The tonnage under this liead ma.y consequently be
set down at 2,539 .tons per annum.
The overland routes, divi~ed into, ht, the traffic by
the main road .by Tatta and Jerruck; 2nd, by the various
·hill routes.
In considering this branch or the traffic, the returns
furnished by the police authorities constitute tl1e only
official documents available: though imperfect (or the
purpose, still some approximation may be deduced from
them, upon which an estimate of the probable amount of
traffic may be based.
These returns are taken at four places on the high
road between Kurrachee and Hyderabad: two of these,
i. e. those at Gharra and Tatta, the central 1tations,
cannot clearly be taken as representing the through
tr11;ffic, on account or the registers at Jemedar-ke-Landi
and J erruck, the outer stations, 1howing a great decrease
in almost every item. The great difference observable
may be accounted for, in the instance of Tatta, by its
being a large city, and consequently subject to great
local movement; and in the case or Gharra, by a much
frequented cross.communication from the Sakra Purgunna
passing through it, as well as from it. neighbourhood
being_ a favourite grazing-ground for camels, of which
animals a large number is shown in its register.
To assume the returns of Jemedar-ke-Landi, would be
to suppose tliat everything passing through that place
continued on to Kotree, which would manifestly lead to
error.
The mean between the returns of Jemedar-ke-Landi
and Jerruck mu.st, therefore, be taken to represent tLe
through· traffic· between Kurrachee and Kotree, on this
road.
As the returns do not distinguish between laden

nnd unladen, the usual proportion of tj"o-thirds to onethird will be taken for all descriptions of conveyance.

The abstract statement attached to· the Police Returns
shows the calculation, agreeably to the above considerations; and the amount, l,rJ7l tons, must be supposed
to. represent the overland traffic by this route.
Ilut a correction is still required for the various routes
mentioned under the second head of this division, for
which no register of any description exists.
This is supplied by a return furnished me by the Captain
of Police, from inquiries made of all the principal
merchantl!I of the town, and by written statements received
from those of Camp, including, in all instances, the entire
trade of their firms by the land route. From an abstract
of these statements, in which the necessary deductions are
made in certain cases, it will be seen that 3,792 tons are
deduced.
In order to 11pply this correction, it will be necessary
to take the mean of the two estimates, or 2,681 tons,
ns the total 11mount of traffic to be calculated upon the
land route from Kurrachee through to Kotree.
The entire present traffic in goods and merchandize
·which would be carried by a railroad would therefore be
as follows : 30,4C6 tons.
D . {Native craft
y nver Indus flotilla
2,539 "
Dy the land routes
2,681 "
Total 35,626 tons.
As a check upon this total, agnin, the Collector of
Customs, in a return furnished by him of the exports and
imports by the sea face (vide page 95*), after making de• Apprndix to Lieutenant Chapman's Report, printed for Bombay
Government.

ductions,-lat, for the consumptiou at Kurrachee; 2nd,
for the imports and exports across the western frontier;
and 3rd, for the partial lading
vessel11,-estimate1 the
probable amount of exports and imports or the land face,
both by the direct routes and by the river, at 57,050
tons.
Considering, then, the sources Crom. whicJi the totals
o( the above summary have been derived, and the authority
which supports the last estimated amount, it appean to
me that 40,000 tons may be very safely assumed u the
smallest amount or goods which will probably be carried
over its entire length each year by a railroad.

or

N.B.-All stores forwarded by the CommiHariat and
Ordnance Departments are transmitted through the
agency of the Indus flotilla, and are consequently
included in the returns furnished by the Superin·
tendent.
Before proceeding to the consideration of the amount
of passenger traffic that may be expected upon a railway,
I would quote an extract from a letter .from Captain
Crawford, the Superintending Engineer Railway Department, Bombay, on this head, 'ft'hich, though of the ~eatest
importance at home, has not always been allowed a
place in railway calculations in India, an omission ari•ing
from a general conviction that natives would be slow to
take advantage of a new means of locomotion supposed
to be incompatible with their present habits, and in fact,
much beyond their appreciation.
Captain Cra~ford, in speaking of the experimental line
at· Bombay, more than three months after its opening,
when the novelty must to a certain degree have wom off,
says:-" It answers well, and conveys a regular traffic,
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even during the monsoon, of some 5,000 passengers a-week,
aml considerably more than pays its own expenses. All
classes use it-men, 1romen, and children; and the poorest
avail themselves of it in travelling on business, which is a
good sign for ·the further exteni1ion."
This testimony, snpported by the combined reports of
the different Presidency journals, appears a sufficient authority for believing that passenger traffic in India, provided the fares are low, will form a very important item in
railway returns·; and t.hat taking into account the marvellous increase of movement which has always followed
the introduction of railroad!!, it fully warrants. the assumption that at least one-tl1ird of the number of passengers at
present found on any line of road affected are. likely to
avail themselves of the new means of transport.

*

• A further confirmation of the readiness with which the poorer
clasa of the natives of India avail themselves of railway transit is
furnished by the Report of the Directors of the East Indian Railway
Company, under date the 20th February, 1855 :"EABT 1No1AN RAILW•Y Co111PANY.

"The Report of the Directors of this Company states that the first
sections of the eicperimental Imes-namely, from Howrah to Hooghly,
and from Hooghly to Pundoah, in all 37 ~ miles-were opened for
passenger traffic on the 15th- of August and the lst of September
respecti1•ely. The tratlic returns for the first sixteen weeks shows that
10(),63-l passengers were carried, being an average of 6,852,per week,
the trains not running on Sundays. The gross receipts for the same
period amounted to £6,793, or an average of £424 per week. The
traffic on the portion of line open bas far exceeded the Board's most
sanguine expectations, and tbe_ most gratifying feature of all is the fact
that by far tbe largest number of passengers carried bas been of the
third. class. The number of first-class passengers was 5,5 I l ; secondclass, 21,005; and third-class, S3,118."
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Suppose this to be admitted, the following passengen
may be expected on the line :Per annum.

lst Class, say
600
2nd Class, say
1,200
3rd Class, the mean of the
Police Return of Jemedarke-Landi an.d Kotree, taking
one-third •
11,342
Troops, the average of Five
Yem ( vide Deputy Assistant Quarter Master General's Return, page 107)
9,300
. Total Third Clal!ll .
20,C-'2
-4.th Class, servants and camp followers
for above, 2 to each
• 18,600
In the above calculations, no credit i1 taken for the
great increase of the trade of the port, which i1 atated
by the Collector of Customs (vide hi1 letter, page 99),· to
have steadily augmented "for several years past at the
rate of 20 per cent. per annum," and which bids fair to
.show a greater proportional increase for the future, from
the desire evinced by the commissariat authoritie1 to take
advantage of the Indus route, in providing European n~
cessaries to tht: troops in the Upper Province• and the
Punjaub.
As an experiment, 10,000 caskl of ale and porter,
during the present year alone, ·have been forwarded from
:England direct to Kurrachee, for transmission by the
Iridus. Should this not answer as an economical arrangement, from the serious drawbackl existing in the navigation of the tidal channels, and lower part of the river, a
railroad, removing all these obstacles, could not fail to

8!)

have the effect of turning the scale in favour of the route,
and a considerable traffic would be opened out in the ~on

veyance of Government stores alone, to the no small benefit of Government itself.
It appears unnecessary to dwell upon the advantages,
political, commercial, and social, which have invariably
followed the introduction of railroads ·in all pa1·ts of the
world, and which, I c~nnot but think are to be equally
claimed for India, where British enterprise would still
lead the way; nor need arguments be adduced to prove
tliat lndil\ is in a position, from the imme?se capability
which she possesses in her wide-spreading fertile plains
for the growth of Rurplus produce, to take a prominent
position· among countries exporting raw materials and
grain, provided only the means of transporting these staple
sources of wealth to bet numerous ports were' adequately
provided.
Scinde in itself is a crying proof of this prevailing
want. Here, on account of the scarcity of a coined medium, a great portion of the Government revenue is annually paid in kind; and I have heard upon good authority,
that it is not uncommon, in seasons more .than usually
abundant, to see masses of grain, which under other circumstances might possibly have been the means of mitigating in a distant part the horrors of famine, lying rotting
on the ground. This necessity is further exemplified, in
the case of the province, by the great disproportion which
exists in the pl'ice of grain in the producing and consuming
districts, a~ seen in the weekly tariffs (vide page 108),
evincing an absence of the necessary means for regulating market prices, and rendering apparent the existence
of a monopoly in the supply of the necessaries of life,
which cannot but act prejudicially in any place or state
or society.

DO
A conviction of the general importance or Scinde, aa a
commercial acquisition, has so grown upon me during the
course of the inquiriea on which I have been engaged,
that I cannot close this Report, especially 1inco the examination 1how1 that no financial objection exist1 to either
project (canal or railway), without respectfully urging,
through you, upon Government, the adviaability of at
once securing to. the province aud Upper India the manifold benefit& which the adoption of either 1cheme, preferably doubtless the latter (the railway), ii unquestionably
calculated to bestow; and I would conclude by truatiug,
that the statistical information collated and embodied in
the document& now submitted will, in 1ome meaaure, n•
cuse the length to which thi1 Report has necesaarily been
extended.
I have the honor to be, &c.,
(Signed)

W. CHAPMAN,
Lieutenant, Engineer•,
On Special Iruty, Scinde.

Eurrachee, November lit, 1853.

Ul

From tbe

IN Sc1NDB, on Circuit, to
Engineer Departmen.t, on Spe-

FoREST RANGER_

LIEUTENANT CulPMAN,

cial Duty, Scin<le.
(EXTRACTS.)

Tbe red babool of Scinde, from the density of its
fibre, and its lasting properties, i~ particularly suited, in my
opinion, for railway sleepers.
After it is well seasoned, sRy for nearly two years,
nothing is required to preserve the red babool from dryrot, or the attacks of white ants.
If used before it is perfectly seasoned, I would recommend the simple and cheap process of giving a coating
of tnr to the babool, to protect it against the influence
of water, and that only tl1e red wood should be used.
If your Department will be at the expense of felling
aml removing the timber, and will lay no claim to the
cuttings or chips thcrcfrom, removed in tl1e dressing, but
will allow them to be disposed of by the Forest Department, you may choose timber from the forests, taking only
the i·ed wood for sleepers, by paying at the rate of Rs. 1
for each sleeper 8 feet iu length x 10" x 6"; or, if you
will cause the timber to be dressed by tbe saw, instead of
the hatchet, and allow the Forest Department to have the
disposal of the planks, you may have the sleepers at Rs.15
per score.
According to the above terms, no discount or deduction will be allowed on your bills.
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You will be better able tl1an I to form ·an estimate or
the expense of cutting and conveying the aleepera from
the forests.
The larger and older the trees from which the timber
is taken, the better properties will it posseas, and the less
wastage of sap-wood will there be.
.
I would recommend trees not less than 4 feet in girth,
from which 2 sleepers. could be sawn.
Timbers may be sawn at the rate of Rs. 2 per hundred
square feet, and pieces 8' x 12'' x 10" might be removed
to the line of railway, leaving the cuttings in the forest.
I append a list of the forests from which timber may
be had for your purpose, with their situat.ion, &c.
I have the h<>nour to be, &c.,
(Signed)
R. W. BAYNE,
Foreat Ranger in Scinde.
Bunnhur, Rangw'a Office,
16th May, 1853.
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Estimate of the Aflerage Load carried /Jg Cameu and
Tattoo1, and .Approzimate Value of eacla Load.
A camel load varies from seven to eight maund1 ; the
merchants pay for eight maunds. It ia optional with the
Jhutts to use one or more animals for this load.
The value of a camel load of goods belonging to a Kurrachee merchant is averaged 88 low as Rs. 125, which ia
attributable to many of the loads consisting of grocery,
cocoa-nuts, and dates, the maximum value of the l«?ad•
being Rs. 130, minimum Ra. 12 : the most valuable load1
· consist of sugar-candy.
The Shikarpore merchants' loads are much more valuable, consisting chiefiy of silks and fine cloth, the maximum
value of such being Rs. 800, minimum Rs. 300, average
value Rs. 500.
The load of a tattoo is three maunds, valued at Ra. 200
per load, and is thus highly priced, 88 it conaiata of Yaluable silks and fine cloth.
From information obtained from varioua indiriduala, it
is calculated that last year the Kurrachee merchant. forwarded Rs. 9,27,950 )V'Orth of merchandize.
The Shikarpore merchants, or their agents residing in
Kurrachee, Rs. S,30,000 worth, the Tatta merchant. Ra.
2,86,000.
The amount of the Kojahs' bas not been ascertained,
88 also of one of Shikarpore, Sett Narraindosa, but the
amount of mercbandize transported up country by these
parties is supposed to be about one lakh.
It is estimated that one lakh of goods ia transported
away by various people who do not reside permanently in
Kurrachee, but come in to hire out their cameI. at the
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opening of the season, The above account gives a total of
Rs. 17,43,950 worth of goods transported from Kurrachee

bunder. I feel pretty sure that this falls far short of the
actual amount that was transported; but from a great
dislike on the part of the merchants to disclose the amount
of their business, from a foolish dread that the inquiry is
only a forerunner of some kind of limitation, it was impossible to gain very accurate information on this subject.
(Signed)
E. P. ARTHUR,
Officiating Captain of Police.
lfurrachee, lOth October, 1853.

From DEPUTY CoLLECTOB. pP CusToMs, Kurrachee, to
Lnu,TENANT CHAPMAN, Engineers, on Special Duty,
Scinde, Kurrachee.
(EXTRACTS.)

There can be no doubt as to the benefits which must
accrue to the province should a line of railway be carried
out between Kurrachee and' any point on the tjver. At
present, the traffic is conducted partly by camels between
Schwan, Kotree and Kurrachee, and in part by the river
doondas, which navigate the tidal channels at all seasons
of the year: both are most tedious, and far from inexpensive, owing to the waste of time, more especially in the
cnse of doondas, as also to the serious losses which
occasionally occur, owing to the foundering of these
unwieldy crnft. In rainy weather, laden camels are unable
to travel, so that the rond line may be considered closed
should a wet seasop occur.
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As my duty extends to the registl'1 or the external
trade pnly, I am able to sa1 nothing positive with regard
to the internal traffic by land. One poiot, however, I am
11atisfied of-that is, that the whole of the traae which now
finds its way by the direct line to Sehwan, to Kotree, and
to Tatta, and by doondas and other cargo boat1 by the
tidal channels, will all enter the railroad.
The external trade of Scinde has 1teadily increased
at the rate of 20 per cent. per annum for 1everal year•
past : this may form an index, though but a faint one, to
the future progress or the province. we have already
commenced a direct traffic with England, and once w~are
able to export pro~uce to the mother count1'7, Kurrachee
will command the tracle of Mekran, of Eastern Arabia,
and of the Persian Gulf.
I may also add that the Indua, though nominally
open to commerce since Lord Ellenborough'1 proclamation
after the conquest of the cowit1'7 in 1843, yet was virtuaily
sealed Up to the beginning of last year, when river duCI
were finally ab~lisbed: we may therefore expect that the
raw produce of the P~njaub and the North-west Province•
will now find its way continuously and uninterruptedly by
the line of the lndus, in exchange for the manufacture1_of
Europe-a trade which has already received considerable
impetus from the establishment of the regular monthly
steamer between -Mooltan and Kurrachee. And here I
n;mst not forget to mention the important fact, that the
lndus is now the highway for troops a!'.1d milita1'7 1tores to
the Punjaub and Upper India. During the present year,
5,000 casks or ale and porter alone passed through
Kurrachee, and as much more is hourly expecled. All thil
is conveyed in_ carts from Kemnree to Ghizree, a distance
of six miles, where it is shipped in country boats, many of
which will spend the greater part of. a month in the aalt-
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water creeks before they get to the lndus. The cost or
all these operations has yet to he ascertained, but were
the projected railway in existence, there cannot remain a
doubt, that not only a considerable saving would be made
in carriage, but that the article itself would have every
chance of reaching the Indus in good order aud condition,
a point which, under present arrangements, must be conaidered doubtful.
I have, in conclusion, to regret· that I am unable to
furnish you with more precise information on the various
aubjects touched on by you. The tables which accompany
this are,lat. 'l'he last Trnde Report olExtemal Commerce.*
2nd. An Abstract of Shipping for 1852-53, with remarks thereon.
3rd. Statement of the River Traffic for 1851-52, and
1852-53, as registered at Kbettie.

I have the honour to be, Su,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed)
J. MACLEOD.
D~puty Collector of Customs.

Kurrachee Custom House, 191/a October, 1853.
• Vidlf Appendix to Lieutenant Cbapman's Report, printed for
Dombay Government.
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From these atatements, (says lfr. l\Iacleod,} it will be
observed, that the nmount of tonnage entered inwards
in 1852-53 amounted to, eay, 48,000 tons, exclusive of the
provincial coasting trade; and that the outgoing tonnage
waa 45,000 tons.
It would not, however, be correct to assume these
figures aa the amount or weight of our internal traffic, or
rather as the weight of the traffic passing between Kurrachee and the upper country by the line of the proposed
railway. To estimate this traffic, we must exclude from
the above figures, lat, the consumption at Kurrachee,
Khettie, and the neighbouring places; 2ml, the imports
and exports across our western frontier : and 3rd, an
allowance should be made for the partial lading of vessels.
The balance may then be taken as the probable amount
of traffic which passed upwards and downwards.
ARRIVALS.

PORTS.

l'cnm111•
of Mpr..
cbandl1e
... l'f'fi&.

&ored.

DEPARTURES.

Probabl• ·ronnqe Declue& Probable
Declue& A.mounl of M.-r- Allow- Amounl
Allow..
paued 1chandl1e anceu broul(b&
aoceu upwards Blftlil· &boH, downbr
&boH. br Lane
lered. Be-eaLoud
ABn•r.
porU. A Ri•tr•

-- --

Bombay ............. : 25,93.5
Cancan .............. 1,775
Cutch • •••.••......... 10,529
Goa and Demaun •••••• 411
Guzflrat •••••••.•••••• 2,377
Malabar .............. 2,924
Arabian & Penian Gulfs 3,166
l\lekran
832

6,93.5 19,000 33,446 8,446 25,000
1,775
1,529 3,000 6,730 2,730 4,000
411
183
333
150
2,177
200
682
982
300
907
1,424 1,500
907
811
J,166 2,000 J,611
800
432
400 1,421
721
i'OO

r-

r-

..............

.... .... .... ....
....

....

Tona , ..... "j47,949 21,849126,100 45,430 14,480 30,950

As the internal traffic of the province has not been
registered, the above is the only data that can be offered
for a railway statistic. This department has not the
means of estimating the village to village traffic, nor the
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number of passengers passing upwards and downward1,
both of which form important items in railway busineas.

The commerce of the port lia1 l>een progreaaing durin!J
the past few years at the rate of 20 per cent. per annum,
and tliere ia every reason to expect a continuance o/ the
progressive ratio. The residenta in the PurfiaulJ have 1/iown
· a desire to procure their supplie1 l>g tlie lndua, in preference
to the line of the Gangea, and in a few year1 tlieir delire
will in all probal>ilitg he gratified to tlie fulleat e:rtent. An
e:r:tensive .Ajfglian trader, wlio liai liad dealing• wit/a
Calcutta for yeara, having tried the Boml>ag ma_rlcet during
the two past 1eason1, ha1 given the laUer the preference.
Othera will follow his example. Theie prospect• o/ the
Scinde trade ·lead me to 1>11lieve, tliat l>g the time a railwa11
ahaU be laid down, and he prepared for action, oua coM:MERCB WILL HAVE DOUBLED ITS l'REBBNT VALUE, AND
TBB :PASSENGER TRAPPIC BE TEN. TIJrlEI .Al :MUCB Al JT JI
AT l'RESENT.

1. MACLEOD,
Deputy Collector of Cuatom1.

(Signed)

Kurrachee Custom Howe, 19tA Octol>er, 1853.

·1aoaa.

A. •·

Towo.

--·--·

----··

r-·-·

I

.&. P.

lb. A.

p.

R...

1..

P.

Hit. a. p. Bll.

H... A. P R"• A. P R11. .a. p. R!I.. A. P. R•. a. p H•. 1. P Ra. a. P R11. a.

0 18 9 1 0 0 0 12 0 O 12 9 0 18 0 0 12 0 0

,a ~
-

I!!.

··-·

8 6
2 1 0 0

......

2 0 0 0 14 11 -0 14 1

1 6' 0 1 6 8 1 1 9 1 4 0 1 4 6 1 I 9

I 10 . 0 1 4 0 1 0 0 1 10 6 2 6 8 1 I

8 1 8 112 0 1 6 0

0 9 201120 9 6

...

... 0 7 0 0 Ill

0 0 11

~

...

dlao ...

•..

ou • o 10 o e 11
•

o 11
•

0

6111

1

1

_x........,1.., ~..w. u~s.

::::

:II 60 I

I

a

l
..

~l

~

;-,;

• ii

ii

i8~

;;;..,~r;

CN8"4~

cl:!i

rr11:

fi

Ii:~·

i"i'

"'e !

f!~
O';;

.....
~ahi

:ill

--oi·
c
CID...... d

i

~

II~

•

Ji

ii

•g!
T...

=!i:

JI:::~

""riot=
·n
f3
.. t~
!"~
~~gil

-.

"D'

o.011

••

,,.
..... _ "e•i·
"i c~

l!t

ra
..... a"

iiU.1
... a..

8, ... 00;&1

ane:

i: : ••J

Ii ..

i

D

se . .

:,:l!:i;.-1
~=

...
l ... , .

1;i

ii'

.· r

l

i'.'.'. ~ ·. '. ·. '... ·. '. "i

I

I I 9 l

10 I

l..

0 ..

B t:fC°'
g =it.....
~go~

l1i

~':ll

~

12
1r§i,
1:1 ;-.

(Tnie eory. eoneeted from the original Retana,)
'W. CUAP.&U..N, Linte...a, E•sm- M Specie! l>U7, Sci•de.

I:,: :I'.'.'..• ·-~·. ·~~., ·._'.. i'-.:. 1'-.:.

0 60 0

• ·

f)

0 11 0 0 8 0 0 9 6 0 8 ll

1 8 9 1 7 10

0 13 I 0 I 14 0 10 0 0 I I

1
o a o o , • o 21 15 6,lll

0 11 I

0 0 11 0 6.11 13 0 11 0 0 11 0 0 10 10 8 10 10 610 0 O11 1

20

0

0 113 • I 13 0

88 14 6 60 0 011 lll 0 10 0 0 60 0 0 65 0 0 80 0 0 80 0 O65 0 0 57 I

•.. 10 10 0 I

oe o o,

:..::· ::: :: I ••'.. •

...

... ... 10 •

1ee •••

oo1 •••

0 9 0 0 18 0 0 10

.....

1 8 1111 '

0 lll 0 0 7 0 11 0 0 0 7 8 0 10 11

1 8 0 112 .6 112 0 1 8 0 1 8 6 0 11 0 1 8 0

llon ... ••• . .. 10 0 0 10 0 0 10 0 0 Ill I

111ar

lODf . . . . . . . . .

ce ... ...

...1 2 14 ol 8 8 OI 8 1 BI f 12 OI I 8 OI 1 14' OI 4 o ol ll 12 OI 1 8 81 I 10 ol 8 1 BI :II I 61 2 11 o:
am ... ... ...1 1 l OI 1 7 ol 1 10 Ol. ll 0 OI l 0 OI 0 12 OI 1 8 71 ll 0 o ••••••• 1 0 0 013 1 016 6 01611
.
mbha
••• •.., 0 11 OI 0 10 OI O 10 · OI 0 lll OI 0 14 Ol 1 15 Ol O11 101 O 18 O .....
01190146010409

••••

.. , ,

0

oe. Red ... ... 1 0 0

oelnhu1k,Whlto 1 I

•••.••

5,
....

12~8' I"~

...... 010 OOH 0014 0012 01U9011001180810 6 3

......

1rley

0 0 14 0 G 18 0 0 18 0 .0 14 6

.

.. . ... Cl 14 0 0 18 JJ 0 15 6 0 15 6 8 18 6 1 0 0 0 lS 9 1 .[ 6 0 15 8 0 11 O 0 11 0 0 10 10 0 11

.. 0 H

.

.. 1 8 0 1 4 0 1 8 0 1 14 0 1 4 0 1 10 0 1 4 0 2 0 0 2 1 3 1 1 8 0 14 6 1 2 6 1 '4 8 ii

~eroe

warree ..

beat Flour

heat... ... ... 0 14 0 1 1 6 1 2 0 1 6 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 14 6 1 6 0 1 6 0 1 O 6 0 10 10 0 14 10 0 13 8 ..

Rs.

1--------------------------P.I

109
From the SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, Railway Department to the Government of Bombay, to H. E.
GoLDSMlD, Esq , Secretary to Government. Dated
Bombay, 2nd December, 1853.
(EXTRACTS.)

SIR,

In paragraph 12 of Mr. Chapman's report, he says,
"The gauge has been fixed at 4' 81", as being that now,·
by common consent, most generally adopted." 'Vithout
entering into any discussion as to the relative merits of
various witlths of gauge, I may mention, that that chosen
for the lines now in progress at the three Presidencies is
a medium one of 5' 6"; and although there is no absolute
necessity for keeping to the same in any line west of the
Indus, as the public could not at any future period be
inconvenienced by' such break of gauge, still, if only for
uniformity's sake, it might be advisable. in all Indian
·railways to adhere to one gauge, should no good reasons
exist for adopting another in any particular instance. In
laying out the plans for the proposed line from Kurrachee
to Kotree, I would recommend, unless there are reasons
to the contrary, that a gauge of 5' 6" be adopted.
As regards sleepers, a large proportion of the line,
wbere it may be surface line, or in cutting, would, I
presume, from the facilities of procuring the material, be
laid with stone blocks: these, certainly, do not make so
easy and smooth a road as a line laid with wooden
sleepers, but the economy would probably be great.
Sleepers for the embankments, then, would only have to
be provided for. And with reference to what l\Iajor Turner
mentions respecting the ravages of white-ants, there seems
reason to suppose, from our present experience on the
Bombay and Tanna line, that the vibration of the passing
trains is sufficient to deter that insect Crom attacking the
wood, but longer experience is necessary to· be quite
certain
this point.
I have, &c.,
(Sig11ed) . J. H. G. CRAWFORD, Captain.

on
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PROCEEDINGS
011

OP

A PUBLIC

M1:ET1xo

AT

Kua1ucuu:,

the ·28tl& .Augwt, 1854, for promoting Railway•

in Scinde.
PcasUAH to notice, a 'Meeting was held at the Col·
lector'it Cutcherry Kurrachee, on Monda1 August 28th,
1854. The Meeting was numerously attended by moat ol
the influential Members of the community. Amongst
those present were Mr. Frere, the Commiasioner in
Scinde, the General commanding the Division, the
Brigadier commanding at Kurrachee; and all the hcada
of departments.
Mr. FaEBB having taken the chair, 1aid that he wu
sure the Meeting would be very sorry to hear that Mr.
Hardy Wells, whom he had hoped to see there to take a
proininent part in their proceedings that evening, had
been prevented b1 sudden and severe illness from being
presen"t. Mr. Well~ had, however, addressed a letter to
Major Preedy, from which and Crom other communicationt
which he bad himself received from Mr. Wells, he (the
chairman) would u far as possible supply the information
which he bad hoped Mr. Wells would have been able
personally to communicate to them. He would now sa1
a few words as to the object of the Meeting. The t'equi.
sition calling it wu addreBSed to all who were interested
in the introduction of railway• into the proTince. It
: Inight therefore be taken fo.r granted that all there present
wished to see railways introduced, and that they did not
reqUire- any argument to convince them of the utility of
railways in general. As to the peculiar advantages
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which railways would confer on this province, much would
doubtless be stated incidentally in the course of the
evening. He would not, therefore, detain them with any
discussion on the subjec~ now, but briefly describe the
history of the present undertaking. They were aware
that the present scheme contemplated a line of Railway
to connect Kurrachee with the Indus. After describing
the great length of the navigable channel of the lndus
and its tributaries, and the difficulties in the navigation
of the Delta, Mr. Frere explained that the Railway was to
connect Kurrachee, the only port on the coast near the
mouth of the river, with Jerruck, which had been selected
as being the lowest point on the stream where the channel
was fixed and invariable in consequence of the river there
flowing over a rocky bed. lie then described how Mr.
llnrdy Wells had, in passing over the districts between
Kurracbee and the lndus about two years ago, been
struck by the peculiar advantages it offered for the conatructiou of a railway. l\Ir. Wells reported the results of
his observations to parties at home who were interested
in the subject, and forwarded detailed surveys which had
been procured for him by MRjor (now Colonel) Turner,
and statistical and other data furnished by the late
l\Ir. Macleod, Deputy Collector of Customs, Kurrachee.
In the same season 1852-53 Lieut. Chapman, employed
on a project for connecting the Indus with Kurrachee by
a canal, pointed out the superior advantages of a railway
in his published report. The project was taken up by
Government, and detailed survey• ordered, the prosecution
of which was interrupted by Lieut. Chapman's untimely
death. In the mean time, the scheme proposed by the
parties to whom Mr. Wells had reported in England was
making progress. In l\Ir. Wells's unavoidable absence,
he (the chairman) had been authorized to state that the
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reception which the scheme bad met with f'rom the home
authorities was as f'avourable a1 could be reuonably ex·
pected; and the Home Government wu prepR.l'Cd to
consider f'avourably any propositions on behalf of the
Railway which might be laid before them, backed by the
recommendation of the· Government of India. It waa not
necessary for him· (the chairman) to state that he felt
confident any scheme possessing 1uch intrinsic merits, u
he believed this did, would meet with every reasonable
consideration from the Governor-General, who bad orga-:
nized and was now executing a vut 1cheme of raihvay1 f'or
the whole o( India, and he Celt equally 1ure of like support
from the Government of Bombay.
Among the obstacles which bad delayed the scheme,
one was the want of certainty as to the character of
the port. Of course, it th.e port were closed f'or four
months ol every year, it could never become better than
the minor ports on t~e coast of India, and no railway
terminating at such a port could be of more than local
value. :Mr. Wells, in his published pamphlet, and Colonel
· Turner in his report on the bar, had 1hown that the
natural advantages ol the· port were very great, and that
the difficulties which existed were all capable of removal,
provided,. the trade of the port were 1uch as to justify the
requisite expense. Last monsoon, Sir H. Leeke aent up
the Queen, the first large vessel which h&a ever came there
in the. monsoon, and the following were the reaults of
last .season's experience, aa to the possibility of entering
and leaving the harbour during the monaoon month1.
1853.
June 20th, Queen, 750 tons, drawing 16 feet.
July 5th,
Do.
,, 23rd, ·Do.
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18ri3.
August 3d, Auckland, 800 tons, 15! feet.
,, 5th, Do.
,, 6th, Queen.
,, 16th, Rubicon, 16 feet.
,, 20th, Auckland.
,, 27th, Do.
Feb. Bth, Victoria, 478 tons, 151 feet.
,, 11 tb, Ruhicon.
But this experience of one season was of course inconclusive, and here is the r~sult of the present season.
1854.
July llth, Queen, 750 tons, drawing 16 feet.
,, 22nd, Sea Queen, 414 tons, 15 feet 8 incl1es.
August 2nd, An11 Black, 513 tons, 16 feet 3 inches.
,,
7th, 2 Dingeya from Guadur.
,, 13th, Queen, 750 tons, 16 feet.
,, 23rd, Auckland, 800 tons, 156 feet.
,, 27th, Do.
do.
do:
Now after these results, during two monsoons, there
can hardly be said to be any furtl1er doubt, but that
even in its present state the Port .of Kurrachee is not
closed to ships of 1tny burden not drawing more than
16 or 17 feet water. After showing how much this most
satisfactory result was due to Captain Young of the H.C.S.
Queen and to Lieut. Leeds, I.N. the Port Officer who
had 11hown so much judgment and intrepidity under most
trying circumstances, the Chairman proceeded to refer
to Colonel Turner for information as to the working
surveys of the line which were still incomplete, and which
must of course be executed before any steps could be
taken to commence the actual construction of the Railway,
but which he hoped would be completed before the close
of another season. But the great difficulty of all was of
B

IU
course the capital. It had been found ncccssruy to execute
all Indian Railways under a Government guarantee, and
Mr..W:ell11 had aasured him, that the promoten of the
scheme at home bad every rea.11on to hope that term1 1U1
favourable aa those guaranteed to other line• would be
obtained by them, provided they could 1atisfy the Government of India 88 to the intrinsic merita of their line. The
war had deranged the money-market, and there were
questions still open as to the exact term1 which niight be
reasonably asked for, but the promoten were 1anguine
that &uch questions would receive a aatiafactory 10lution.
Capitalists in England would naturally ask what waa
the Jocal opinion as t.o the project, and thi1 was a question
which the Meeting might this evening an1wer.
The Meeting would also afford an opportnnitJ for parties so inclined to ask for information, which would u far
as possible be afforded.
CoLONEL TUB.NE& then rose, and addressed the :Meeting
as follows : GENTLEMElf,-Our Chairman has referred you t.o me for
information· on various points, relative t.o the 1nbject we
have here assembled to consider, and I will endeavour t.o
place that information briefly before you.
The .early history of the proposed Railway baa been
explained to you. My connection with it is set forth in a
letter written to the Commissioner, on the occasion of my
,submitting to him the very lucid and able report, of my
lamented brother officer, the late Lieut. Chapman ; that
letter having been published by Government baa I doubt
not been read by most of you, but it is desirable that you
should know what has been since done in the matter and
bow far subsequent experience JIUlY have led me to m~y ·
the opinions I therein expressed.
In that letter I stated the reasons why improved communication fa:~m· Kurrachee to the lndus was 10 urgently
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required; 11ubsequcnt experience proves more and more
the necessity of 11ome work for the attainmP.nt of that
object; last year the communication from the JDOUth of

the main river to the tidal creeks was cut off and the river
steamers had to pass by a circuitous route-this year the
II ujjamree, a very useful channel last year, has been closed
to 1tcam vessels, and the pilots on it have been withdrawn;
it has been proposed to improve these creeks, but though
possible, such improvement can neither be durable nor
certain, and will cost a very large sum of money. For the
river navigation it is generally believed, that a class of
boats larger than any now on the river, will be found the
best adapted, but the Indua, one of the vessels now on
the river, is already too large to be trusted in the tidal
creeks, and thus improvement is checked.
In my letter before referred to, I mentioned an instance,
showing very palpably, the want of improved means of
communication, from the river to Kurrachee. I al:10
explained how well the Americans understood these
matters: in that country it is said, that with much better
made road:1 t11an anything we can boast of in this Province, the cost of conveying wheat by such roads doubles
its cost price, if carried a distance of 330 miles, while the.
same result is produced by carrying cheaper grains only
160 miles, whereas both could be carried, the wheat 330
miles, and the cheaper grain 160, by railway, for less than
10 per cent. on their cost prices.
The effect of this, Gentlemen, we all feel at Kurrachee,
we see by the !'rices cw·rent in the districts how cheap
grain is there, and we know to our cost how much we have
to pay to feed our horses here, are we not then individually
interested in the object, leaving public spirit wholly out of
the question?
· As an Engineering work, further experience confirms
me in the opinion 1 have already expressed, that there is
no difficulty of any serious consequence to be contended
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with; the country I consider peculiarly favourable Cor railways-the hills may easily be avoided, and to the two principal difficulties, crossing the "Mullear'' and the "Bahrao,"
rivers I attach very little importance, In my letter
before referred to, I stated my belief, that an examination or the "Bahran" would prove that it might be crossed
higher up than the direct line of road, without difficulty:
that examination has been made by Mr. Woodhouse of
the Indian Navy, and my expectation baa been realized,
for he bas found a point, not out of the way, with rock
on both banks, and throughout the bed of the river, at it
depth of 12 feet.
I have never been sanguine of the auccea1 of Railwaya
in India, as an investment for private capital, though I
fully recognise the advantage they must prove to the
country both politically and commercially. I waa in
Bombay when the Great Indian Peninsular Railway waa
got up, and did not take shares in it, because I did not
believe it would pay as large a rate of interest as other
equally safe investments, and notwithstanding the aucceaa
of the portion of that line open, I atill think it will not
pay when the extensions are completed. I do not mean
to say it never will pay, but that it will not pay the fint
subscribers to it. The principal goods' traffic expected,
Cotton, we all know is ready to be sent to a market at one
sea.son of the year, it can all be carried to Bombay in a
few months, and for the rest of the year a traffic must
spring up ;-not 10, however, in Scinde, here we1iave two
seasons, and the statistics before us prove that a paying
goods' traffic all the year round already e:ria/1-my objec.
tions therefore to invest in railways in general are not
applicable to Scinde, and I hope to become a ahareholder
in the Kurrachee and lndus Railway.
The Chairman baa referred to me on the question of
how the prCliminary surveys are to be made; I wish I
cowd definitely solve the difficulty; I fully anticipated
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until very lately that an engineering staff engaged by
the Railway Company now forming in England would
have been here in the field early in November; in this
hope I fear we ahall be disappointed, I know that the
Government ia anxious that the surveys shall be set in
hand, means indeed were Banctioned, and I do not doubt
that Government would still carry on the work if only
efficient men to undertake it. could be found. I have been
and 1till am in communication with several, but though
I have by no means given up all hope that they may yet
be forthcoming, I am sorry to say, I havlf not succeeded
in securing their services up to the present time.
1\1.uoa-GENERAL Sia II; So~EBSET rose, and said that
he had been entrusted with a Resolution, which he begged
pem1ission to read to the :Meeting. It ran as follows:"That this l\Iecting having heard that a Company is
forming in England to construct a Railway between
Kurrachee and the Indus, request the Commissioner to
state to Government their sense of the incalculable commercial and political advantages which such a work would
confer on the Province, and that he will express their
hope that the Government of India may be solicited to
assist the undertaking by .the grant of the same privileges
as may be conceded to undertakings of a similar character
in other parts of India."
The Resolution was one in the tenor of which he so
fully concmTcd that he felt much pleasure in being permitted to lay it before the highly influential and 1mmerous :Meeting assembled on this occasion. He had not
been long in the Province, but his residence had been of
sutficient duration to com·ince him beyond a doubt that
the Railroad now proposed was the measure most urgently
required, and most immediately called for, to promote the
well-hciug of this and the neighbouring countries. The
Commissioner had suggested that he (the General) would
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demonstrate the advantages to be derived from a Railroad
in a military point of view. With all deference he would
state that the first point for consideration wu whether
there would be any return for the outlay. Capitafutl
must ensure some return before they would venture their
capital-he need not tell them that thia was an universal
law with monied men all over the world. And what wu
there to ensure thia? After the perusal ot Lie!ltenant
Chapman's careful report founded upon facts and figure8
framed from statements of actual traffic, no one could
doubt as to the returns from commercial 10uroea. They
had just heard, too, from Mr. Frere further illustrations of
Lieut. Chapman's opinion. He would add one important
item which had not been taken into calculation at all and he would beg their attention to the fact that Govemment had determined to forward all troops and 1torca for
the Punjaub and adjacent Provinces by thia route, which
even with its present difficulties is far 1uperior to any
other. Here then was one source of emolument at once
secured. The 'Government stores, the iron and other
materials required for stupendous public works, the large
supplies of porter and ale-would form a very considerable
item; the recruits arriving, the invalids returning to their
homes~ the troops relieving and relieved, the numerous
officers taking or returning from leave-all these would
swell the passenger returns far beyond the numben for
which calculation had been made. He had drawn attention to .these military matters only so far as the profita of
the Company would be affected, for, as he before obeerved,
it was to a return for the outlay expended that the capitalist would look-and if capitalists would be convinced
on this point, it would be better than any 1peechifying in
thia or any other place. He could not, however, overlook
the advantages in a purely military point of view-the
great benefit which the Govemment would derive from
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being enabled on emergency to transport large bodies of
troops and set them down at their destination a hundred
miles from their starting point in a few hours-or from
forwarding for active service stores and provisions, or the
other munitions of war. These are such palpable considerations, that he may be excused for only briefly touching
thereon. But he is assured that they will have no small
weight with the authorities in according favorable terms
to any company that m11y contribute to the attainment
of such great political and military advantages.
Sir llelll'Y Somerset's motion was carried by acclamawithout a dissenticnt voice.
In reference to Sir Henry Somerset's remarks as to the
number of troops and Government stores which would take
this route, the Chairman stated that last season 9,105
hogsheads of malt liquor were sent up from Kurrachee to
Ferozepore for the troops ; they had arrived in excellent
order, though they were of necessity exposed on the lndus
during the whole hot season. They occupied from twenty
days to more than a month in getting into Kotree from
Kurrachee, a distance which by railway would be traversed
in five or sL,; hours. In 18:>2-3 only 200 ton!! of Gm·ernment stores were sent to the Punjaub--last season 1853-4
the quantity was 3429 tons.
MAJOR PanDY then rose and addressed the Meeting, he
said that as the proposed Railway was to be constructed entirely in his colle~torate, he considered it his duty to bear
testimony to the great commercial advantlli,"CS likely to be
gained by it, in the transport of large quantities or grain of
all descriptions, which are produced in such luxuriance in
Upper and Middle Scinde. The quantity of grain which
might be exported from Kurrachee, was immense; when
Sir C. Napier was here-in the year of the Irish famine, he
offered to have ready 11,000 tons of grain at Kurrachee
for transmission, and such a quantity might anti could have
0
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been spared without interfering with the COJ18Umption o(
the country. The cost of carriage nowwaa ao great aa actually
to prohibit grain as an export. The price of wheatand grain
was at Shikarpore and Hydrabad, just one halt its price in
Kurrachee, the navigation of the lndua rendering attempts
to bring grain down as an export very hazardoW1. Major
Preedy illstanced a case where out o/ 1eve11 /Joat1 laden tlJith
grain which started from Kotree, Ind one arrived in Kurrachee, the other 8i.1: /Jeing lost; if one or two /Joa/1 only
out of a /Jatch of Bix or 10 were lost, it wa1 generally considered a good venture. He looked, therefore, upon the
grain transports alone to give a large return-a return far
exceeding what Lieut. Chapman had allowed towards the
profits of a railroad in Scinde. Personally unacqwtjnted
with railways as he was, he ~lild not speak to the nature
of the country. as being well adapted or otherwise, but if
flat, hard and level plains were required, he waa certain
there would be no better country for a railroad than that
over which the proposed line was intended to pass. IIe, in
conclusion, begged most cordially to aupport the proposition of General Somerset.
CAPTAIN AsHBURNER asked whether the proposed Railway was connected with any plan for the improvement ol
the Harbour? The Chairman replied that in the absence
of Mr. Hardy Wells, who could have spoken more positively on the subject, he could only state that the two
schemes would, )le believed, be separately considered and
decided on by Government as perfectly distinct and independent undertakings.
On the motion of Colonel Sinclair &econded by Sir
H. Somerset, thanks were voted to the Chairman for his
conduct in the chair, and the meeting separated.
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From Licut.-Gen. the Right !Ion. Sir HENRY POTTINGER,
Dart., G. C. n.; to the Chairman of the Scinde
Railway Company.
HovnoN

Noaw1cn,
January St/1, 1855.

HALL,

S1R,
I have had the honour to receive your letter of
the 15th ultimo, and beg to return you my thanks, for the
papers regarding the proposed Scinde Railway, which accompanied it. From my long and intimate acquaintance,
with the province of Scinde, I most entirely and cordially
concur in all that has been advanced in support of the
proposed scheme, and I truRt that early sanction will be
obtained from the East India Company, to its being
carried out, on the same terms that haYe been accorded to
other railways in India.
To the intended line of railway, oyer which I have
travelled frequently, I am not aware of a single objection
that can be urged, and of the Harbour of Kurrachee, I
have always had the highest opinion. I went there with
a mission in 1809, in the cruiser "Princess of Wales," and
the "Maria," country ship. These vessels entered the
Harbour with perfect facility, and lay inside for above a
month, when they were sent back to Bombay, owing to its
being determined that the mission should return to India,
through Kutch. This was in the height of the south-west
monsoon, and demonstrated at that early period, the
capabilities of the Port. I mention this fact, as I see it is
not alluded to in the papers you have been 110 good as to
send to me. I had a very complete journal of all the
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.events _and circumstances attending the fint mission to
Scinde in 1809, in which the dangen and difficultica or
the navigation of the lower Delta, of the lodua, were fully
described, and exactly tallied with what have now been
brought forward. My journal and all my notea and pRpen
were destroyed, on the breaking out or the war in 1818,
when the residency at Poonah was burned by the :Mahratta
army.
What I now state may be so far satisfactory, perhap1,
to the Directors, as showing the views which were early
forced on me; with regard to the important question now
under discussion.
I have the honour to be, &c.,
(Signed)

'""· P.

ANDREW,

&c.

Sir

JA.MES

HENRY POTTINGER.

Esq,

&c.

C.

K.C.B., to the CnA.IRlU!f of the
Scinde Railway Company.

MELVILL,

EAsT INDIA.

HoulE,

101h January, 1855.

Sm,
The Court of Directors of the East India Company
have had under their consideration your letter dated the
9th November, submitting a scheme for the construction or
a railway in Scinde from Kurrachee to the Indua, also your
letter of the 19th ult., stating that a Company baa been
formed for the purpose, and that the necessary capital baa
been subscribed for, and expressing a hope that the Court
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will extend 'their 1upport .and encouragement to the
w1dcrtaking.
In reply, I am commanded to acquaint you that, adverting
to the opinion expressed by the local authorities regarding
the importance of the proposed railway, the Court will be
prepared, when the Scinde Railway has been duly registered
and incorporated, to give their sanction to the undertaking
by arrangements with the Company, similar to those which
exist with the other Indian Railway Companies.
With thi1 view, the Court will guarantee interest at the
rate of 5 per· cent. per annum upon £500,000 of capital,
upon condition that 25 per cent. of that amount is paid into
the treasury of the East India Company, within two months
nftcr the Act of \µcorporation has passed, 25 per cent. more
"·ithin four months after that date, and the remainder at
&nl'h times as the Court of Directors may prescribe.
The Court desire me to adcl, with reference to the suggestion contained in your letter of the 9th November upon
the subject, that they fully concur in the expediency of the
Railway Company securing all the powers that may 'be
necessary for facilitating the transfer of shares in India, and
for establishing a registry in that country, such provisions
must be included in the Act of ln~orporation, the draft of
which, the Court request that you will submit for their
perusal,
I am, S1R,
&c.,
&c.,
(Signed) JAMES C. l\IELVILL.
\Y. r. ANll'REW, Esq.,
&:c.

&:c.
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From the CHAIRMAN or the Scinde Railway Company td
·the SECaE'l'ART of.the llonourable East India Compan1•
Sc1NDB R.&1Lw.&T Cour.&wT,
2, Mooao.&'l'& BTREBT, LoNDoN,
Sia,
23rd January, 1s:m.
Having submitted to the Directors of this Company
your letter or the lOth instant, conveying the as&urance of
the favourable opinion entertained by the local a.uthoritica
of the proposed Scinde Railway, and that, in con11equcnce,
the Honourable Court would be prepared, when this Com·
pany has been .sufficiently established, to give their 1anction
to the Widertaking, by arrangements sim~ar to those which
exist with the other Indian Railway Companice, and with
this viflW, guaranteeing interest at the rate of 5
cent•
.per annum, upon £500,000 of capital, upon condition that
2:i 1er cent. of that amount is paid within two months after9
the act has passed, 25 per cent. more within four months after
that date, and the remainder as the Court might direct.
2nd. In· reply, I have the honour to eXlll"eBI the gratification my eolle&a,"'Uea and ID) self derive from the assurance
of the opinion· of the local authorities in India, aa to the
importance of the proposed railroad from Kurrachce to the
lndus, and in consequence, the approval and support oCthe
Court, on the terms and conditions prescribed by your letter
under acknowledgment.
3rd. Tht' Board entirely acquiesce in the conditions
imposed on them, as to raising the necessary funds, by two
payments of 25 per cent. each upon the capital, after the
Act of Incorporation has been obtained. The subsequent
.Payments b~ing m~e as the Court may direct.
4th. Agreeably to your requ~t, I beg to enclose a copy
the bill for obtaining an Act of Incorporation, which wu

per

·or

12:i

duly lodged in the Private Bill Office of the Honse. of
Commons.
5th. The Court having been good enough to extend their
sanction to the Scinde Railway, and to concur in several
suggestions which I had ventured' to make, affecting the
interests of shareholders in the Company in India,. I would
respectfully beg their favourable co~sideration to the annexed memorandum, regarding an Engineering Staff for
Scinde.
·6th. It is obvious that it is of the utmost importance
·that as little delay as possible should take place in completing the survey of the line, with the view to its early
commencement and rapid completion, and this Company in
its present stage is unable legally to receive the money
offered to it by investors; and pending this legal disability,
which will cease upon full registration, it would not fail to
, have a highly beneficial effect upon the future progress of
this Company, if the Court would sanction and pay the
moderate outlay menti~ned in paragraph 8 of the memorandum before referred to, and have Mr. Hardy Wells, now
employed in Seinde, transferred frllm the Can.al Depart~ent
to that of the Railway, as Resident Engineer, on the
understanding that the disbursements would. hereafter be
refunded by the Railway Company.
7th. If some such arrangement were approved by the
Court, little liability would be incurred, and no time woulq
be lost in prosecuting a most important design.
8th. I have also to express, on behalf of my colleagues
and myself, our readiness to place ourselves at once, or
whenever it may be thought desirable, under the supervision
of any officer that may be appointed to represent the
auth~rities as· a member of this Board, and to submit our
accounts 1o ·the inspection of tl1e .Accountants' Department
of the India House, whenever directed so to ~o.
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9. In conclusion, I beg you will be good enough to lll8UJ'C
the Court that nothing shall be wanting on the part of the
gentlemen with whom I have the honour to co-operate-, to
b?ng to a speedy and successful issue the important and
interesting undertaking confided to them.
Thanking the Honourable Court for the liberal manner
in which 'JilY ·propositions have been met, and for their
prompt and courteous answer to the last communication I
had the honour to address to them,
I have the honour to be,
&c.,
&c.,
(Signed) · W. P. ANDREW,
Sir JillES
MELVILL, K.C.D.
&c.,
&c.

c.

From the CB.URMAN of the Scinde Railway Company, to
the Right Honourable the Gon:aNoa or DoMBA.1'.
Sc1NDB

RAILWAY

CoxPA1n,

2, JilooaoAiB SranT, LoNDoJlf,
911& Fe/mJ.ary/, 1855•

llY Loan,
.All the Chairman of the Scinde Railway Company,
I have the ho~our to enclose for your lordship'1 information
the accompanying prospectue of the Company, and on behalf
of my colleagues and myself to eolicit the favour of your
countenance and support for an undertaking calculated to
benefit in no ordinary degree a large and important portion
of tlie Presidency mi.der your government.
I feel the less hesitation in adJressing you on this occaaion,
as I have for some time been aware of the great interest
which y0ur lord.ship hae taken in furthering the formation
of a railroad
Kurrachee to the lndua.
That portion of the capital reserved for thie country haa
been readily subscribed fer, and facilities will be given for
the reception of subscriptions in India.

from
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I have placed myself in communication with l\lr. Frere,
the Commissioner in Scinde, with _the view to obtain the

benefit of bis advice and co-operation.
The bill for procuring an act of parliament to incorporate
the Company is now under the consideration of Sir Charles
Wood and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and I hope to
be able to send you by the next mail a copy with certain
amendments, giving increased facilities for the investment
of Indian capital in the Scinde Railway Company.
I have the honour to be
&c., &c.,
(Signed)

W. P. ANDREW.

Chairman of the Directors
Scinde Railway Company.

The Right Honourable
Lord ELPHINllTONE, G.C.11.,
Governor of Bombay,
BOMBAY.

From the Hight Houourable the GoVERNOR or BoMBAY, to
the Chairman of the Scinde Railway Company.
IloMBAY1
19/h March, 1855.
Sia,
I have had the honour of receiving your letter of the
!:>th ult., together with the Prospectus of the Scinde Railway Company.
It is almost unnecessary that I should assure you that
the Company will mc<.'t with every assistance and facility
from the local Government and from the Commissioner in
Sciudc, which it is in their power to afford.
I have the honour to be,
Your obedient scrrnnt,
\\'. P. A:rn11.Ew, Esq.
(Sig11ecl) ELPIIINSTONE.
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QUANTITY AND VALUE or TROPICAL PRODUCTIONS
IMPORTED INTO ENGLAND.
Statement, made /Jy Mr. Montgomery Martin, in tli1 Court
of tlie East India proprietor•, a• to tlie Quantity anti Yalu1 of
Article1 Imported into England, t/ie whole of wliicla may 6e 06tained from BritiaA India.-Eztractetl from tlie tliirtl edition of
'Mr. Andrew'• work on Indian Railway•, 1848.

l.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
II.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.

Sugar, 4,500,000 cwts., at 201. per cwt. • 4,500,000
Molasses, 500,000 cwts., at 101. per cwt. .
250,000
Rum, 5,000,000 gallons, at h. per ga]!< •
250,000
Coffee, 40,000,000 Iba., at 6d. per lb.· • 1,000,000
Tea, 40,QOO,OOO Iba., at la. per lb.
2,000,000
Cocoa, a;ooo,ooo Iba., at 6d. per lb. .
75,000
Tobacco, 50,000,000 lbs., at 6d. per lb.
1,250,000
Cotton, 400,000,000 lbs. at 6d. per lb.
10,000,000
Indigo, 7,000,000 lbs., at 3s. 6d. per lb.. 1,225,000
Saltpetre, 300,000 cwts., at 20a. per cwt.
300,000
Rice, 300,000 cwts., at 101. per cwt. • •
150,000
Pepper, 7,000,000 lbs., at 4d. per lb.
125,000
Cinnamon and Cassia, 1,500,000 lbs., at
450,000
6s. per lb.
•
25,000
Ginger, 25,000 cwts., at 20s. per cwt.
250,000
Spices (general), official value • •
150,000
Cochineal, 600,000 lbs., at 51. per lb.
3,000,000
Wool, 60,000,000 lbs., at la. per lb. .
Hemp and flax, 2,000,000 cwts., at 20s.
per cwt.. .
.
•
.
2,000,000.
Vegetable Oils, 6,000,000 gallons, at la.
300,000
per gallon
Carried over

£27,300,000
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.

20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

£27,300,000
Brought forward
720,000
Hides, 400,000 cwts., at 36s. per cwt
Skins, untanned or dressed, number,100,000
4,000,000, at 6d. each
Linseed, 3,500,000 bushels, at 30s. per
600,000
quarter
Tallow, 1,000,000 cwts., at 20s. per cwt. 1,000,000
500,000
Dye-woods, &c., official value
500,000
Drugs and Gums, ditto
1,000,000
S lllldries .

. .

Total

£31,720,000

"There is scarcely one important article of tropical produce which is consumed in this colllltry, either as the raw
material of our manufactures or as an article of daily use,
for the production of which India is not as well, or better,
adapted than any other country ; while its dense and industrious population would seem to offer an illimitable demand for our manufactures.
"Nor are there opposed to these natural and flattering
elements of commerce any fiscal restrictions, to counteract
their beneficial results.''-The Economist, Aug. 28, 1847.
There can be no doubt but that "it is to India, that
the chief enterprise of British commerce and civilization
should be directed by an intelligent legislature."*

• Vide third edition Indian Railways and their Probable Results,
·

by an Old Indian Postmaster.
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Ratea of Passage and for Freigltt by the Steamers
on the River lndus.
The Right Honourable the GovERNoa in Council is pleased
to direct the publication, for general information, of
tl!e following Revised Regulations for the conveyance
of Passengers and Freight by the Steamers on the
river Indus : or PASSAGE.
1. . All applications for passage nt Kurracbee, Kotree,
Sukkur, and l\Iooltan, must be made to the Government
freight agents at those stations, and at other places to the
master commanding the vessel, who will register the names
of all persons applying. It is to be understood, that any
applicant may be rejected without cause being assigned ;
but a report of the objection must be made to the captain
of the flotilll\.
2. The distance between Kurrachee and Mooltan is
assumed to be eight hundred miles, and the distance between the stations, as follows . Kurrachee, and the Beacon at the mouth of 111;1 •••
Keddywarree
100
Beacon and Tatta .
60
Tatta and Hydrabad or Kotree
70
Hydra.bad and Schwan .
100
Schwan and Larkhana Bunder
llO
Larkhana Bunder and Sukkur
60
Sukkur and Chachur or l\Iittenkote
160
Chachur and Bukkree
60
Bukkree and Mooltan
80
Total

Miles 800
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3.

Passengers are designated first and 1econd claa1.
:first class mess at the mast.er'• table, and are accommodated abaft.
Second class berth forward, and are not entitled to
walk abaft the funnel.
4. First class passenger• will be charged the following
sums as table money :Per Diem.
Lady or gentleman .
• R1. 4 0 0
Children under 12 years •
2 0 0
Do. under 6 years, who do not come
come to the public table •
• l 0 0
Do. under 1 year
Free.
For the above sums the passenger• are provided with a
plain substantial table, not including wine; spirits, or
beer, which, if provided by the commander, are charged
at regulate4 prices, according to a list. exhibited in the
dining cabin.
5. Second class passengers may provide their own
food; or, if Europeans, can mess with the warrant officers
or engineers, on paying Rs. 2 per diem.
6. Christian servants, not providing their own food,
will be charged one rupee; Mussuhnan 1enant1, three
annas per diem. Hindoos provide their own food.
7. All passengers who are not unwell are espected to
take their meals at the public table.
8. In addition to the table money, first claa1 passengcra
will be charged the following sums for accommodation,
viz.,-a cabin, 4 annas; a aaloon berth, 3 annaa; and a
deck berth, 2 annas per mile; or, for the passage between Kurrachee and Mooltan : Up.

Cabin
Saloon
Deck

Rs. 200
150
100

Dowu (two-tliirda)

133 5 0
100 0 0
66 11 0
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Deck passengers sleep and dress on deck, but have the
use of the saloon during the day.
9. Second class passengers pay half an anna per mile;
children not in arms, three pies.
10. The charge for passage down river is two-thirds
the upward rates.
11. A cabin is not to be appropriated to more than
Two ladies.
One gentleman.
One lady and two children.
Three children.
12. When two Indies occupy one cabin, deck passage
for one will be charged, in addition to that for the cabin.
13. Ladies, and children under six years of age, must
take a cabin passage.
14. Children, above the age of six years, taking a deck
berth, will be charged one anna per mile.
15. Each first class passenger is allowed one servant
free; all extra servants are charged as second class, viz.,
half an anna per mile.
16. Three children occupying a cabin will be allowed
one servant free.
17. First class passengers are allo;.ed half-a-ton, or
25 cubic feet of baggage; children, 4 cwt.
18. Second class passengers, one roll of bedding and a
box, solid contents not exceeding 5 cubic feet ; children,
one roll of bedding.
19. Cabin passengers may put all their baggage into
their cabins if they please; saloon and deck passengers
are allowed to keep one box and bag above. The rest of
t11eir baggage will be kept in an appropriate place, to
which they will be allowed occasional access.
20. Passage money, and a deposit of Rs. 4 per day for
the estimated term of the voyage, must be paid on engng-
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ing a p1LSSage ; and any surplus of table money will be returned, or an additional charge be made by the commander,
as the voyage may fall short C?f, or exceed the time, for
which the deposit was calculated. Half the pa&1age-money
and half the table-money become forfeited, by penons wh'o
relinquish a passage after having engaged it.
21. Cabins will be allotted to ladies and children, in
preference to gentlemen.
22. Cabins or saloon berths engaged in Kurrachee or
Mooltan, for however short a distance, will be charged
two-thirds of the rate between those two place• : but if
the chance be taken of a cabin or saloon berth being
vacant, the charge will only be for the distance it i1 occupied. Thus, a cabin or saloon berth being retained in
Kurrachee to Hydrabad in a vessel proceeding to Mooltan
will be charged for 533 miles, but if the chance be taken
of one being unengaged, the charge will only be for 230
miles, the' estimated distance between Kurrachee and Hydrabad. ·
OJ' J'REIGRT.

1. All applications for freight must be made by letter
to the Government freight agents, or, at places where
there is no agent, .to the officer in charge or the steamer,
describing the goods to
despatched, and the weight or
measurement, whi:n tonnage will be assigned according
to the order in which the several applicatiom are registered.
2. _Goods intended for shipment must be aent to the
agent's office between the hours of ten and four (Sundays,
Christmas, Day, _and Good Friday excepted,) accompanied
by a note stating the name of the shipper, the number
and mark of the package, to whom and where consigned,
the cubical measurement, or weight, and value of each
package.

be

0
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3. Goods or packages will not be received on board
unless they are addressed to a resident at the station

where they arc to be delivered from the .!lteamer, and the
direction must be distinctly made on something not liable
to be destroyed by-vermin, and which may not be easily
obliterated.
4. Any package with a direction written on a card, or
made with ink on a tin box, is liable to be rejected:
5. Goods not applied for by the consignee, on board
the boat during her stay at the station where consigned,
will be put into a godown, and an additional ch!IJ'ge of two
annas per package made for rent; and where there is no
g_odown, they will be carried on and charged with additional freight, unless addressed to the freight agent, in
which case they will be delivered to him.
· 6. It must be understood, however, that although all
persons are at liberty to consign their goods to the Government freight agent at any station where there is one,
the Government is not responsible for such agent, nor for
the safety of the goods after delivery to the consignee, or
to his order, whether such consignee be the Government
agent or any other person.
7. Government will not be responsible for any damage
or loss which may occur from accident to the vessel, or
other cause not traceable to negligence or mismanagement.
8. Parties who ship goods must do so between daylight and sunset, and have all their goods on board by 2
P. M. the day before the vessel starts. Commanders of
steamers will on no account discharge or receive goodR
after dark.
9. Freight on all packages conveyed up river (excepting
treasure) which do not exceed (29) twenty-nine lbs. per
cubic foot, will be charged by the cubic foot at the rate
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. of (21) two attd a quarter annaa per cubic foot f'or every
(100) l}undred miles: but those exceeding (29) twenty.
nine lbs. per cubic foot will be charged for by the pound
weight: at the rate of (5) five annaa per maund of (80)
eighty pounds for every (100) hundred miles

Jrom Krrrrachee.
Per Cubic Ft.

Per Maaad of 110 lb1.

To Beacon
Rs.. O 2 8 Ra. 0 5 0
To Tatta .
0 3 7
0 8 0
To Hydrabad or Kotree
0 5 2
O 11 6
To Sehwan
0 7 8
1 0 6
To Larkhana
0 9 11
1 6 0
To Sukkur
0 11 3
1 9 0
To Chachur or }.fittenkote 0 14 10
2 1 0
To Bukkree
1 0 2
2 4 0
To Mooltan ·
I 2 0
2 8 0
10. Freight on goods conveyed down river i1 oneCourth {qual'ter) of the upward rate.
ll. No package, however small, will be conveyed for
a less sum than one rupee, and all charge• for freight
must be paid on the delivery of the goods to the agent,
and in cases where there is no agent, to the commander
of the vessel, before they are received on board.
Frrighl on Carriage•.
12. On an empty carriage or barouche~
landaulet, britzka, palanquin
Carriage, or phaeton, for every
100 miles up or down nver • Ra. 10 0
On an empty buggy
5 0
Do.
palanquin
2 0
Do.
tonjohn
I 8
13. Agricultural implements, machinery planks,
ber, furniture, and other weighty article• of the

0
0
0
0
timkind
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carried as cleck cargo only, and at the risk of the shippers
from damage or wet or other causes from being canied on
deck, two-thirds of the present rates.
14. Sheep, dogs, or goats will be conveyed at the rate
of one rupee each for every 100 miles up or down river ;
this is exclusive of the keeper, who will be charged a
second class passage, and of food, which the shippers must
supply.

F1·eight on Specie, or Bullion.
15. Specie, or bullion will be conveyed up or dow:n
river at the rate of one anna and a half per cent. for every
100 miles, and whenever the distance exceeds the even
hundred, freight will be charged for the even hundred
next following. Thus, from Kurrachee to Hydrabad is
230 miles, the charge will be made for 300 miles.
16. Freight on copper coin will be charged at the upriver rate of weightable goods, whether conveyed tip or
down river.
17. Dills of lading, in duplicate, will be granted to
shippers of specie, or. bullion, which will only be delivered
to the party presenting one of them ; and should no application be made for the delivery of the treasure d~g
the stay of the vessel at any station, it will be carried on
and freight charged for the additional distance it may be
conveyed.
18. As it may be expected that the steam vessels will
proceed down the river quicker than the Dak, during the
period of th& inundation, which will prevent bills of lading
being received in time if forwarded by post after shipment of the treasure, the following plan may be adopted
for ensuring its delivery to a duly authorised person.
19. The individual intending to ship trea..<1ure may
send an order per post to his correspondent some days
previous to the departure of the vessel, the order being
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written on halt a piece of paper, the other half of 11·hicb
is to be given to the commander, 'With an order upon it,
signed by th!" shipper, authorising the delivering of the
treasure to the person who shall produce the order written
on the corresponding halt piece which baa been forwarded
by post.
20. The boats will make the following stoppage at the
different stations ·during daylight, in ~. where there
may be parties or stores awaiting conveyance : At Tatta
Three'houn.
At Kotree .
Fourhoun.
At Sehwan.
Two houn.
At Larkhana
One hour.
At Sukkur
• Four houn.
At Mittenkote
• Two houn.
At Bukkree
Two hours ..
21 The commanders are instructed never to wait for
passe11gers, either those who merely go ashore at a 1tation,
and are proceeding further on, or those who intend to
embark there.
22. In eases where the scantine88 of the water in any
of the rivers may be the means of preventing the 1teamen
from attaining some of the higher stations for delivery at
which packages have been received on board, it ii to be
understood that all goods ~d package• (treasure excepted)
laden on boats so arrested in their progre&1 are, at the
expense of Government, .conveyed to the 1tation1 at which
they should have been delivered by the boat, and are
·free of every additional charge to the shippen or consigners, who, with regard to expense of conveyance, are
placed in precisely the same si~uation they would have
been in had the boats been enabled to reach their desti- ·
nation. Should any person, having goods on board any ·
of the boats so arrested in their progress, desire delivery
of such goods at any station short of that to which they
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were to have been conveyed, they will be entitled to a
refund of such proportion of freight paid on such goodR as
may be in excess of the freight that would have been
levied upon such goods, had they originally been shipped
for delivery at the station at which they may, under the
above circumstances, have been delivered.
23. Treasure laden on a boat whose progress is arrested will be retained on board until the boat is enabled
to proceed to her destination, unless the consignees holding the bill of lading of such treasure may require its
delivery, giving a full acquittance for the treasure, and
receiving such difference of freight as may have been paid
in excess of what would have been charged for conveyance of such treasure to the place of its delivery.
2•t Except on occasions of public emergency, the
Government vessels appointed to maintain the regular
communication between Kurrachee and l\fooltan shall
so far be reserved exclusively for private passengers and
merchandize, that such private passengers and merchandize shall invariably have the preference, and thereafter
any vacant tonnage which may be left shall be available
for Government stores or passengers.
25. Steamers will leave Kurrachee for l\fooltan on the
24th, an!\ the latter place for Kw·rachee on the 26th of
every month.
26. Should the day fixed for the steamers to leave
l\looltan and Kw·rachee fall on a Sunday, the vessel will·
be despatched on the previous day.
R. ETBERSET, Captain I. N.
Commanding Indus Fotilla.
By order of the Right Honorable the Governor in
Council,
T. MAUGHAN, Lieutenant Colonel,
Secretary to Government.
Bombay Casile, lOth, March, 1854.

14.-1.

TRADE ON THE INDUS.
The following letter was addressed to Government b7
the Commissioner in Scinde, with accompaniment, being
abstracts of the registers kept on the river lndus, showing
the number and tonnage of boats which passed certain
stations during the years 1853-54 and 1854-55 :MY LOBD,

With reference to my letter of the 26th July, 1853,
. I have the honour to forward abstracts oC the registers
kept on the river lndus, showing the number and tonnage
of the boats which passed certain stations during the two
years, 1853-54 and 1854-55.
2. From a comparison of these return• with those
which are already before Government, it will be 1een that
the .river trade is steadily increasing.
The total maundage of laden boats registered aa passing
wasln 1851~52
64,24,000 Maund1.
J) ] 852-53
78,25,000
..
,, 1853-54
81,23,7~
,,
,, 1854-55
84,08,600
..
which, divided by 5 (the number of pointa of registry)
gives the followiJig as the maundage for the whole distance
from Kurrachee to ~ukkur : In 1851-52
12,84,920 Maunds.
" 1852-53
15,65,120
..
.. lg5a.54
16,24,740
,.
" 1854-55
16,81,720
..
The points ":hich were noted in the memorandum ac-
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comp1mying my former letter, as observable in '\4e tetiirn-,.
of 1851-52 and 1852-53, are still remarka,ble i~"'the r~
turns now forwarded, viz., that the river-trade has a ten- ·
dency to converge at Hydrabad, where the principal lines
of east and west traffic strike the river ; that a very large
portion of the trade between Hydrabad and Kurrachee
goe1 overland ; that the proportion of laden to unladen
boats i11 increasing, indicating that the inequality between
the upward and downward trade is diminishing; or in
other words, that boats more generally find cargoes, both
up and down, than they did formerly. There is also a
steadily-progressing increase of steamer traffic.
I have the honor to be, &c.,
(Signed)
H. B. E. FRERE.
Commissioner in Scinde.
241h July, 1855.

Reaolutio11 of Govt!1'71ment :-Copies to be sent to the
Chamber of Commerce, Government of India, and Honourable Court.

!tlit!&unlrote, St!& .tl.11guat, 1855
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From tlie Co1111111ss10NER IN ScINDE to the GoVERNOR
or Bo111BA Y, dated 3rd August, 1855.
l\ly LORD,
For some years past, advantage has been taken
of police stations along frequented lines of road to keep
registers of the traffic pl)ssing. These returns are, of
course, often more or less incomplete; but the error is
almost invariably on one side, viz., that of understatement,
and is not probably greRter, on the long run, in one place
than another, so that the returns are by no means unsafe
statistical records. The enclosed abstracts of them are
therefore submitted to Government, and should tfiey- be
considered of sufficient interest, similar returns shall be
transmitted annually.
The general increase of cart traffic where anything
has been done to improve the roads, and the great increase
of traffic on the' roads cleared and bridged by l\Iajor John
Jacob, and by the Collector of Shikarpoor and his deputies,
especially Lieutenant Ford, are noticeable and very
gratifying facts deducible from these·returns.
A sketch of the places mentioned in the return is
enclosed.
I have, &c.
(Signed)

H. B. E. FRERE,
Commissioner in Scinde,.
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Progressive Increase in the Trade of the Province of
Scinde 6y it1 Sea Face, under British rule.
Per ceotage of

Yeara.

Sea Import1.

Sea. Expor11.

Annual

Total.

Increue.

-

,,
l 847-48.... Rs.28,78,720 15,47,308144,26,028
4·8-49....
34,97,157 10,71,339 45,68,496 3 per cent.
49-50....
41,94,141 11,43,783153,37,924 17 per cent.
1850-51. ...
42,58,31G 19,64,618,62,22 ,934 17 per cent.
51-52...•
48,92,202 24,41,22813,33,430 18 per cent.
52-53....
53,56,908 37,63,376 91 ,20,28-l 23 per cent.
"Aggregate value of the Registered Trade crossing the
land frontier" of Scinde during the year 1852-53.
Imports . . . . . . . . . . . . Rs.33,59,888
Exports and re-exports
20,10,775
Being au increase as compared with the previous
year, Oil Imports of.. . . Rs; 9,77,442, or 41 per cent.
And Oil Exports or . . . . . .
2,25,357, or 13 per cent.
"General direction of the Trade and its value relative
to direction," viz.
Imports.
18:11-62.

1852-53.

Exports.
18:>1-62.

18S2-53,

Atfghanistan, Beloochis·
tan, and Countries
west of the lndus •• 11,88,211 17,64,575 8,80,912 11,08,837
llhawulpore,Jessulmcre,
Marvar, and other
Foreign States east of
6,51,3i2 4,36,63!1 6,81,96-1 6,22,656
the lndus
Pu!ljab, aud at!jacent
British Possessions.. 5,42,863j l l,!l8,6i-I 2,22,5-12 2,79,282

........

--

Total ..••.......... :.?;J,8:.!,4-16;33,59,SSS 17,Sj,118 20,10,ii5
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Memorandum.-The atatementa exhibit the value of the
entire frontier trade of the province of Scinde, t11ith tAe
e:rception of traffic by" the river 1teamer1, which ia assumed
at eight laca; viz. five lacs upwarda and three lacs d0f.C'4wards. This would increase the value of the entire trade
of 1852-3. Thus. Imports ••.....•••...•.•.. Rs.36,59,888
Exports and re-exports • • • • • • 25,10,775
Total value •••••••••••••••• R1.61,70,663
And, as it affects the "Punja/J and Britiah Po11e11iona ''
only, the following will be the result ·aa regarda that section of the statements:Imports •••••••••••••••••• Rs.14,ss,614
Exports • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
7,79,282
Ri.22,87,956
The above returns are ezclUlive of government 1toru.
The increased import of wooL, 90 per cent., attributed
to the establishment of "Fair1," raisiD.g considerable expectation of an unlimited supply from thu1 opening a Mart
at Kurrachee. To this trade the contemplated erection of
cotton 1crew1 will give facilities of the highest importance.
Imports from the Punjab are 5,70,665; from Affgbaniatan,
6,83,155.
Piece Good.t.-Native fabrics cannot be expected to
maintain their place against increaling consumption of

British manu/acture1.
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CoNDITJONI OP GaANTI OP

Lurn

Poa TEA CULTIVATION.

Revenue Department, 26th Sept., 1855.
Notification.-Grants of land for tea cultivation, in_the
Kerns.on and Gurhwal districts of the Kumaon province,
will be made on the following conditions, on application to
the Senior Assistant Commissioner of the district.
2nd.-Each grant will be of not less than 200, or more
than 2000 acres. :More than one grant may be taken by
one person or Company, on the applicant's satisfying the
local authorities, acting under the usual control in the
revenue department, of t_heir possessing suffici.:;nt means
and capital to undertake an extended cultivation and manufacture of tea.
Srd.-One-fourth of the land in the grant \\ill be given
free from assessment, in perpetuity, on fulfilment of the
conditions below stated.
4th.-The term of first lease will be for twenty years.
For the first four years, the grant will be rent-free: in the
fifth year, one anna per acre will be charged on three.
fourths, or the assessable portion of the grant; two annas
per acre in the 6th year; three annas in the 7th year, and
so on, one more anna being added in each year, till, in the
last year, the maximum rate is reached, of one rupee per
acrc.-The full assessment, on a grant of 2000 aCJ'C3, will
thus not exceed 1500 rupees per annum.
5th. The following are the prescribed conditions of clearance:-
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At the close of the 5th year from the date of grant, a
twentieth part of the assessable area ; at the close of the
lOth year, one-fifth of the aeeeseable area} at the close ol
the 15th year, half of the asecssable area; and at the close.
of the last year, three-fourths of the aseeesable area ia to be
clea,red, and well stocked with tea p~ts.
6th. In th4l twenty-first year, on the fulfilment of the
above conditions, the proprietary right in the grant, and the
right of engagement with Government, shall vest in the
grantee, his heirs, executors or assigns under the condition•
generally applicable to the owners of estates in Kumaon;
and the rate of assessment on the lands in the grant, in
whatever manner cultivated, shall never exceed the average
rate on grain-crops in lands in the same locality.
7th.-On failure of payment of the prescribed aaseu.
ment in any year, or of any of the above conditions; (the
fact of which failure shall, after local enquiry conducted by
the Senior .ASsistant Commissioner, be finally determined
by the Sudder Board of Revenue,) the entire grant shall
be liable to resumption, at the discretion of the Government, with exception to the portion of the assessable area
which may b~ bond fide under tea cultivation, and to a
further portion of land, which shall be. allowed in perpetuity, free of aeeessment, to the extent of one-fourth of
such cultivated area.
The portions, so exempted, will
remain in the possession of the grantee, BUbjec:t to the
usual rates and ntles of aseeesment in the district.
Sth.-Grantees shall be bound to erect boundary pillars
at convenient points round the circuit of a grant, within
six months from its date, failing which, such pillars will
· be put up by the Government officers, and the cost thereof
shall be recoverable from the grantee, in the same manner
as the regulated rate of assessment.
9th.-No claim to the right and interest in a grant on
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any transfer by the original grantee will be recognised as
valid, unless on registry of the transferee in the office of
the Senior Assistant Commissioner.
lOtb.-So long as Government establishments for the
experimental growth and manufacture of tea shall be maintained in the province, supplies of seeds and plants will be
given gratis to grantees, on application to the Superintendent, Botanical Gardens, North Westem Provinces, as far
aa may be in hie power.
By order of the Honourable the Lieutenant-Govemor,
North Westem Provinces.
(Signed)

W. MUIR,
Secy. to the Govt., N. W. P.
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SoNMEEANH:

aa it waa, and u.

Inf~rmation of a trustworthy character regarding Sonmeeanee appeared desirable from the statement. which
were made sometime ago in the public papera aa to the
success of the trade opened by the Americans in dome1tic1
with this place, and the injurious effect that thi1 succe11
was thought likely to produce on the progres1 of Eriti.h
commerce in that part of the world. Sonmeeanee, properly Soumeeanee, in '.Beloochistan, is a fishing 1tation,
with a bad harbour, OD the shore or the Arabian Sea, about
50 mile~ to the west of Kurrachee, latitude 24° 27', longitude 66° 39', It consists of about 250 hut. built of matting or mud, each adorned with a turret for ventilation,
bas a population of about 1,000 inhabitants, and is dignified, by English gazetteers, into a amall town. Sonmeeanee and the neighbouring territory rejoice in a lam,
or chie~ who holds his dusty principality under the Khan
of Kelat, the right trusty friend and ally of the British.
The following notes on the port and commerce of Sonmeeanee may, be relied upon as ·conveying the latest and
most authentic information, collected on the spot by a
late lamented and able uncovenanted civil servant of the
East India Company, and who died before their transmiasi~n to Government.
The notes which we transcribe convey an important
lesson as to what enterprise and energy may accomplish.
" Soumeeanee baa _gradually sunk in importance 1ince
the British occupied Kurracbee. The fir1t aerious blow it
received was in the diversion or the Affghan trade in the
time of Sir Charles Napier; this was mainly caused by

161
the exertions of Khan Mahomed Mingul, the chief of
Wudd, and the facilitie1 which presented themselves at

Kurrachee in accommodation, and ready freight for goods
to Bombay, decided the traders in preferring Kurrachee as
their port of export. A aecond 'blow was inflicted when
interportal duties were abolished; as goods arriving in
Bombay or any other British port from a British posaession were admitted duty free-though this made a
difference of but three per cent .. in favour of Kurrachee over
Soumeeanee, it had its effect; and that it was the more
felt as the Customs' forms on dutiable goods are strictly
carried into operation in Bombay. ~he third and finishing stroke wa1 the abolition of frontier customs in Scinde.
Every man now who has produce takes it to Kurrachee, as
there he not only finds a good market, but he is better
able to invest his money in return goods suited to the
people of Lus. To all these must be added the difficulties
under which traders labour, where there is no settled
government. The Jam's man of business ia paid rupees
·ten per menscm (Luckee-sir), he collects the revenue which
is mainly derived from the Customs, and he is also the
head of the police-if such an establishment can be said. to
exist. There are a few sepoys, never exceeding four in
number, who receive rations but no pay, and to their
agency is attributed all the robberies which occur- and
which have of late, owing to the unsettled state of the
country, been very numerous. He has another duty, that
of supplying the Jam's sepoys and other retainers with
food during their stay in the town, whenever business induces them to visit it. As they have no money and he has
no state resources, the merchants are indented on, with a
promise of reimbursement, for food fo:r themselves and
their horses. The customs levied on imports and also
on exports at Soumeeanee is three per cent. 011 value : the
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vessels' manifest or the merchants' advices being produced,
no other formality is thought of, and there is nothing like
an examination to test the correctnesa of these document.
-this is so far to the advantage of commerce.
"According to Lieutenant Pottinger, Soumeeanee wu
plundered and burned to the ground by the J oasmee pirate•
in 1808. It was recovering when he visited it in 1811, it then
contained 250 hut!!, and had, for its appearance of poverty,
a considerable trade ; it must have fluctuated considerably
since then. It is not to appearance of one-halt the im-·
portance it .was in 1844. According to the best account.
that can be obtained, the ·revenue of the town from all
sources in 1838 was between Rs.40 and 45,000, it fell to
Rs.15,000 in 1844-45, and at the present date the receipt•
for the year do not exceed Rs.4 or 5,000. The ve11el1
belonging to the port of Soumeeanee are
The Futtay Shaee of
250 Candie•.
Sullamut Savoy
175
.,
~eerapooree
250
.,
Aorsee
150
.,
Putton .
60
.,
40
Wachera.
Looto. • •
50
,,
Sullamut Savoy (2nd)
175
,,
Ashrafee • • . • .
175
,,
Do. (2nd) • . .
60
>H
"All these vessels are s~ed under the British flag and
possess British registers. There is not much employment
for them just now : the ports with which a traffic ia kept
up are Bombay, Muskat, Mandavie, and Kurrachee. The
first seven boats belong to Hemraj, a Hindoq merchant,
who has b~en ruined through his transa~iona with the
Jam, and is now at Kurracbee where he will in all probability settle. The next. belongs to Sett Katin, a Kojaba

.
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merchant, the next following to Rungoo, a Banian; the
next to Versee, and the last Dingee to K.hemchund
Bubboo.
"SouMEEANEE 1''1au1av.-There are Rachuns of the
largest aizo and ten or twelve Buttel.8. The Koolee population amount to about one hundred men and boys of
sufficient age to enable their taking a place in the boatsthc mode of fishery is precisely that under adoption in
Kurrachee. The fins of the sharks are sent to Bombay for
the China market as are also the maws (as they are called)
of the seal. The rawus which afford the maws on the
coa11t Qf Scinde and Kutch, are not found here. The flesh
of the shark is salted for the Bombay market, and the
smaller fish is consumed in the town, or carried off in a
salted state by the inhabitants of the surrounding countries. The fishermen pay the Government ten fish in the
every hundred they catch-they have no other direct taxation, and have but one cause of complaint which. is that
they cannot find sale for all they catch, for which they
believe themselves to be far worse off than their brothers
of Kurrachee.
"There are now of inhabited houses, and which are here
considered permanent-that is,
Built of mud • . • .
• 145
.Of Jopras or mat houses.
107
252

"Which, at four persons to a house, will give the number
of inhabitants 1,008. There are 100 of uninhabited
houses in the town, the owners of .which have emigrated,
and 106 ruins of tenements, the destruction of which must
be attributable to the same cause. All, or nearly all, these
people who once inhabited these .houses have taken up

16-i

their residence in K1ll'l'8Chee. The present population or
Soumeeanee ia computed aa follows:Kojahas •
• • • • • • • • 250
Baniana • • • • • • • • • • 342
Koolees • . • • • • • • • • 250
Labourets, dyen, and artificers • • 200
1,042
"The 1amat times visits the place when ha attention ia
devoted to the wives or his Hindoo subjects, and to the
extraction of money from the Baniana and other merchants. Since the late disturbance he has drawn in read1
money; first a sum of Rs.500 then Rs.300, and but a few
days back he sent an order on hie kardar for Ra.l,000.
This sum the people declined to give, but made a contribution to the extent of between Ra.300 and 400, which
has not yet been dispatched, for this he has promised a
remission of taxes, and will perhap1 grant it.
"Under'such circumstances it ia not a matterof1urprise
that the town should be in a ruinous condition, that the
revenue should so seriously diminish. Soumeeanee will
-fall yet lower in condition as K1ll'l'8Chee gathers strength,
the traffic now carried on with Bombay will be superseded
by one with Kurrachee and that by land in lieu or b1
water."
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Pa.ocEEDJNGB o:r A PUBLIC MEETING AT Kua.ACHEE, on
the 4lh September, 1855, for promoting Direct Steam
Communication between Kurrachee and Suez.
PuasUANT to notice, a Meeting of the residents of Kurrachee was held at the Collector's, Kutcherry, on Tuesday,
the 4th September, at 4 o'clock, p.m., to consider the subject of "Direct Steam Communication between Kurrachce
and Suez." Among the company assembled 'were, H. B. E.
Frere, Esq. Commissioner; Brigadier Parr; Colonels Turner, Creagh and Hobson; J. Gibbs, Esq., Assistant Commissioner; M. J. M. Stewart, Assistant Commissioner;
Majors Steuart, Grimes and Hogg; Captains Gibbard,
Pirie, Marston, Dansey, Ashburner, Dunsterville, Moyle,.
Tennant, Muter, Evans, Leec}s, I.N., Merewether, Pelly,
Macdonnell and Gayer ; Drs. Rooke, Cameron and .Costell ;
Messrs. Dalzell, Cole, Elander, Maher, Vary, Ingle, Wells,
Newnham, Barnett, Woodhouse, Amos, Mciver, Meiklejohn, l\IcClumpha, Hewett, l\I.P. Tuback, Pegler, Nicker,
&c., &c., &c.
The Commissioner having been called to the chair, stated
that he would preface their· proceedings by a brief account
of the progress of the question, the consideration of which
had brought them together that day.
The idea of a direct communication between Kurrachee
and Suez was no new one, it had been mooted by the late
Sir C. Napier, very shortly after the conquest of the province, and it would in fact suggest itself to almost any one
who considered the physical configuration of this part of
the continent of Asia; a glance at the outline map hung
up in the room (which was tiikeu from a Parliamentary
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Blue Book very recently published), would show the Meeting that from Aden to Bombay the direct distance waa 1640
miles, while from Aden to Kurrachee the di.stance waa but
1435 miles, making a saving of 205 miles, but thia waa
during the fair weather; in the 110uth-west monsoon the
di.stance ·to be run from Bombay to Aden was 2170 miles,
which would make a difference in favour of the passage from
Kurrachee to Aden of 745 miles, whenever the passage
could be made direct; there appeared reason to suppose
that the cases would be very rare in which the direct passage along the Arabian coast would be impracticable, and
even if a vessel from Kurrachee were obliged to dmiate
from the straight course, the difference would still be many
hundred ~iles in her favour, as compared with a vessel
going from Bombay. The advantages of Bombay u regarded geographical position, were well known, and therefore a knowledge of these facts waa sufficient to show the
superior geographical position of Kurrachee as the port of
communication with Suez, and for all parts of India wl1ich
were as near, or nearer to Knrrachee than they were to
Bombay.
But there were several acrioua obstacles 11·hich had hitherto rendered it impossible to take advantage of th.ia
excellent geographical position.
Jst. There was. the want, or supposed want of a good
port at Kurrachee; many now in thia room can recollect
that when little more than three years ago :Mr. Hardy
Wells published a pamphl~t, to point out that even in ita
present state the harbour of Ktirrachee was an excellent one
·for ships of considerable burthen, and that it was manifestly
capable of very great improvement, bis remarks met with
almost universal ridicule; this, however, did not deter
lir. Wells from stating what he believed waa the troth, and
the result baa proved he waa righL The next step towards
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establishing this fact waa taken by Colonel Turner; it would
ho remembered that the bar of Kurrachce Harbour waa for
a long time auppOBCd to be composed of rock, and numerous
plans were devised for removing it by blasting. Colonel
Turner instituted a aeries of very careful experiments by
boring, and showed most conclusively that there was not a
particle of rock any where on the bar, that the whole was
composed to a considerable depth of soft sand; the establishment of this fact of course removed one principal ground
of the fear which mariners before had of approaching or
touching on the bar.
.
Dut the principal share of the credit of practically proving
the absence of any danger in entering the port, was due to
Lieut. Leeds, th.e Port Officer, who with great skill and
judgment, and on his own responsibility, piloted in ships of
considerable burthcn, and had practically shown that this
might be safely done, even without any aid from steamers.
The result was that during the monsoon just closed, four
ll\l"~o steamers from Bombay and Aden, and eight sailing
''esscls of from 300 to 878 tons had come in, and gone out,
nncl with one exception, it had never been found nece,Ssary
to wait even a single day for any particular tide ; and it
must be further remembered, that each of these eight sailing
vessels was towed in and towed out of the harbour by a
steamer (the "Victoria,") which no later than last year
was employed in conveying passengers at the most crowded
season between Bombay and Suez.
" Facts like these prove beyond a possibility of doubt
that there was no difficulty whatever in getting vessels,
even of considerable size, into and out of Kurraehce harbour,
during the south-west monsoon, the most unfavourable
period of the year.
" 2nd. A second very serious obstacle was the want of
rharts of a large portion of t11e Arabian coast. This coast
L
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had been surveyed by Lieutenant Grieves, I.N ., who baa
had a large share in the surveys of all the coast from the
Gulf of Cambay round to Cape Gardafui; but the charta
had not been published, and the want of any chart of coune
added greatly to the hazard of a voyage along the Arabian
coast. This want has now been supplied, the chana ha,•e
been published, and have lately been sent out by the Court
of Directors. The consequences of the removal of thia
obstacle were almost immediately apparent, the want of
them had for many years delayed a trial of what ia called
the north-western P!!Ssage from Bombay during the 10uthwest monsoon. It had been long ago suggested by Captain
Haines, and subsequently by the late Captain James Yo\Ulg
-and Lieutenant Fergusson, of the Indian Navy, and others,
that instead of a long detour to the south, steamers from
Bombay should stand to the north-west towards the Arabian
coast, and thus make a much shorter p888age to Aden.
But without charts of the Arabian coast it waa dangcroua
to attempt this passage. No sooner, however, were the
charts published than the passage was tried, and has been
twice successfully performed, during the late moDBOOn, 1'y
. the steamers of the P. and 0. Company. •
" 3rd. A third very serioua obstacle was the want of a
good communication with the Punjaub. We were charged
in Scinde with a tendency to over-estimate the importance
of our province; but we must remember that Scinde forms,
as it were, but the spout of the funnel, of which the vast
province of the Punjaub forms the larger, and by far the
more important portion. That Kurrachee ia in fact the
port of the Punjaub~ and that unless we have a good com-munication with the Punjaub, the best ·possible port at
Kurrachee would be of but comparatively small value., The
province of Scinde contains BOmewhere under two.millions
of inhabitants, while the late census showed that the
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Punjaub territories contained a ·population of more than
thirteen millions. This number, though it may not appear
great by the side of the hundred millions of India, will
appear more important if we reflect that it is more than
half what the population of the United States was in 1850,
and nearly half the population of the United Kingdom in
the aame year. For all these fifteen millions living, cultivating and trading on the banks of the Indus and its tributaries, Kurrachce is the natural port, and it is through
Kurrachee that they would naturally communicate with all
places beyond sea. Evidently, then, good communication
with the Punjaub is of the utmost importance to Kurrachee
as a port, and matters seem now in a fair way to make this
communication all that could be desired. In the first place
good postal communication has been secured, thanks to the
exertions of Mr. Coffey and of Mr. Nicker, and those who
have assisted them in the work, the postal communication
between Kurrachce and Mooltan has been greatly improved.
A speed of nine and ten miles in the hour, and sometimes
more, including stoppages, has been steadily maintained
for the last two years aloqg the whole line of 612 miles, and
both in speed and regularity it is now equal to any in India.
The improvement in steamer transit on the lndus has
also been q rapid and as great. It is little more than
three years since Captain Ethel'l'ley, to whom this improvement is mainly due, obtained leave to try the experiment
of sending one boat in each month to l\looltan and back,
with passengers and merehandize. The experiment made,
under every disadvantage, has been most successful. I find
that the net receipts of this one steamer, per month, were inRs.
1852-53
43,291
1853-54
49,277
1854-55
G0,554
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The quantity of merchandise offered for shipment ia often
two or three times as much aa the steamers can carry, and
I am happy to be able to state that the Court of Directors,
in compliance with a suggestion of Captain Etheraey'a,
have ordered out four steamers and four ftata for thia
particular ~ervice.
But the greatest improvement in the communication
with the Punjaub will be the railway. l\Ir. Hardy Well11,
who projected it, has now got some of hia staff of civil
engineers among U!I actiially at work. The Bill for incorporating the Company haa passed the Imperial Parliament,
the capital hail been subscribed, and the undertaking ~ay
therefore be safely regarded as having passed ita embryo
stage, and there is now no room for reasonable doubt that
we may shortly see the work actually in progreu, and
before many seasons are over be able to travel from Kurrachee
to the Indus, which has always been one of the :worst
portions of the whole line of communication between
Kurrachee and the Punjaub.
~or is it any chimerical hope that we may, ere long, see
this Railway yet further extende<l, There ia one portion in
particular, between Umritsir and Mooltan, which would be
of the greatest value. There are, I believe, no engineering
difficulties whatever on the line; and, starting.from Umritsir, with its 130,000 inhabitants, and passing Lahore, with
its 80,000, to l\Iooltan, with its 22,000, it would prove.a
most important portion of the whole line of communication.
These three great obstacles, the supposed want of a good
port at· Kurrachee, the want of good -charta of the ~rabiaD.
coast, and the deficiency in ~ means of communication
with the Punjaub, having been removed, or being in course
of removal, the time seems now come for taking advantage
of the excellent· geographical position of Kutrachee, as. a
port for direct communication "with Suez.
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I will now briefly state the circumstances which have
led to a proposition for establishing such a communication,

which will form the more particular subject of consideration
for this meeting.
About two years ago, a Mr. Coffey, the Post 1\Iaster in
Scinde, proposed that, in lieu of the present postal contract
with the Bombay Steam Navigation Company, to run a
steamer three times a month tO Bombay; contracts should
be invited to run a steamer twice a month, to meet the
English mail at Aden. This proposition having been laid
before Mr. Riddell, the Director General of post offices, he
stated his opinion, that " there can be no question that the
opening of a direct steam communication between Egypt,
Scinde, and the Punjaub, would greatly benefit, and it would
do much to hasten the _investment of foreign capital in
the two latter countries." He doubted, however, whether
under existing circumstances, it would be worth while to
open a communication merely so far as .A.den, where passengers would only have a chance of a berth in an overcrowded steamer, with the risk of detention at a bad and
expensive hotel, and the certainty of very high charges for
very iwcrior accommodation, from Aden to Suez. He considered, however, that if the Bombay Steam Navigation
Company would undertake to send a steamer, four or five
times in the season, the whole distance from Kurrachee to
Suez, "they would perform a very important service to the
~uropean residents -in Scinde, the Punjaub, and the upper
portion of the north-west provinces, and might fairly claim
such a bonus from Government as would ensure a moderate
return for the capital expended."
l\lr. Riddell estimated that, at the very least, 250 passengers might be expected from the Punjaub and northwest provinces, and an equal number from England and
Europe; and that other sources of income, such as nati,·e
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pilgrims, and freight for overland parcels and packctii,
might be looked for.
G:overnment forwarded Mr. Riddell'• letter, with instructions that I should obtain data on which to form an opinion,
whether the periodical despatch from Bombay of a packet
steamer for Suez, calling at Kurrachee for maila,. passengers
and parcels from Scinde and the north-west provinces, would
be remunerative to a private company, or such an advantage
to the public, that Government could reasonably undertake
the expense.
Upon the receipt of this letter, a ieriea of queiition.a wu
addressed to the various government authoritie1; and, by
the aid of the governments of the Punjaub and north-west
provinces, a great mass of information was collected from
those provinces, and from Scinde.
· The replies to the queries were then forwarded to a committee, composed of Lieut. Leeds, LN., the port officer
(who was well acquainted with the peculiarities of the port,
which he had been one of the first tO open to square-rigged
vessels,. and who had been for many years employed on the
southern coast of Arabia), Mr. Dalzell, the Deputy Collector
of Customs, and Mr. Mciver., a mercantile gentleman, established for some years at Kurrachee, who, from their respective positions, were well able to form a judgment of the
bearings of the question.
They have drawn up a very able Report, whicl_i I purpose
requesting Mr. Dalzell to read to the meeting. My reasons
for doing so, before submitting it to Government, are, that
I feel sure ~overnment would wish to know the opinion
of the public on the subject, as well as the views of the able
government officers who have been consulted; but m~
especially because ~ consider it peculiarly desirable that the
statements made should be discussed and lifted. Such discussions always lead .to a subject being better understood ;
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and if there are any incorrect or over-drawn statements, no
persons arc better able to detect and correct them than the
prcsc1lt meeting, composed of gentlemen who are intimately
acquainted with all the local bearings of the case. The ·
European inhabitants of Scinde are, for the most part,
Government 1crvants, and are very wisely debarred, by the
orders of Government, from taking any part, except as
1hareholtlcrs, in a commercial company. Hence, we must
depend on capitalists in other quarters, for all the agency
required to get up and work such a company; and to such
parties at a distance your assistance, but above all, your
criticism, on the facts and opinions laid before you, may be
most valuable; and I trust therefore, that any discussions
. which may arise pn this Report, will be as· full and unrestrained, and above all,· as critical as possible. I have only
to add, that there is nothing in any of the projects alluded
to, which can be construed into an attempt at rivalry with
any other part of India. The provinces on the lndu11 and
its tributaries are cut off from India by the Great Desert,
and ca1~not naturally communicate with the sea by any
other route than this. Of course, goods do find their way
to the Punjaub, through Calcutta and Bombay; but they
have to follow round-about and unnatural routes. And if
they can be supplied through the direct and natural channel, tile benefit to the provinces so supplied will be felt ~ven
at Calcutta and Bombay, far more than the loss of any
"traffic which may leave those ports, to pursue a more direct
and cheaper route. It is said, that for every house built in
Liverpool, Glasgow, and Bristol, you have one built in London ; and I have no doubt that, for every ship we may have
in Kurmchee, you will find one additional in the harbours
of Bombay and Calcutta. Of the local effects of improved
communication with Suez, it would be quite superfluous to
speak. Indrpendcnt of its effoct upon commc1·cc, it comes
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home to the feelings of every one of \lB ; for there is no one
who does not hope at some time to visit England, and who
is not interested in the speedy transmissidn of the overland
mails. But t'he question is, I think, one of national importance. If we look to E:urope, we find a large army of
40,000 men fed,· and supplied in an enemy'• country, at a
distance of many thousand miles from their home; and
better fed, better clothed, and better 1upplied than any 1uch
army ever was in England itself. And how is it that thia
·army is able to hold its position in the Crimea? Why, in
the first instance, it is owing to the indomitable courage of
our soldiers and sailors; but in the second, and in no 1mall
.degree, to the vast and unequalled resource• of our English
mercantile steam navy. And I firmly 'believe that every
additional steamer we have in India, ja an additional BCCU•
rity for the stability of our ~mpire, and for the many blessings which I believe that empire aecure1 to India.
Mr. Dalzell then read the Report of the Steam Committee as follows : -

REPORT
From the STEAM CoHHITTEB, compoaed o/ tM PoaT
the DBPUTT CoLLBCTO& or Cu1To1u, and
DAN. M'lvn, EsQ,
Kurrachee.
0PPICEB,

To H. B. E. FanB, Esq., Commiaaioner in Scinde.
S1:a,-We have the honour to acknowledge your letter, No.
2164, dated 28th ultimo, forwarding ll file of corrC!!J'ODdence on
the subject of a proposal emanating from the Director-General of
Post Offices, to run a Government Steamer once a month, u ao
experiment from: Bombay to Suez, touching at Kurrachee and
Aden en rout.; and appointing us a Committee ·to sift, oondense,
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111\d where necessary, add to the information which has been
collected, with a view, in the first place, to furnish Go,·emment
and the Director-General with data on which to judge of the practicability of the scheme.
In forming an estimate of the probable success o( such a comrouni"ation, the chief question for consideration that presents itBelf is, have the internal communications of the country arrived at
auch a stage of improvement as to justify the expectation that the
proposed enterprise would meet with that measure of encouragement necessary to its existence; or, ara we still so Car behind
Calcutt.8, in respect of our col_llmunications, that the facilities and
conveniences which that t"oute affords more than counterbalance
the advantages, in poiut of distance, offered by the Indus route;
which, as it is the most direct, is naturally the channel of outlet,
as well for commerce as for the homeward bound from the Punjaub and north-west provinces ; and from Umballa as a centre,
even by the circuitous route of Lahore and Mooltnn, the distance
is 60 miles nearer to Kurrachee than to Calcutta; and by the route
of the Sutlej, navigable for steamers of light draft throughout
the year from Ferozepore, distant Crom Umballa 125 miles;
Kurrachee is 150 miles nearer Umballa than Umballa is to
Calcutta.
Nothwithstaniling these natural advantages, it is clearfrom the
correspondence submitted to us, that improved facilities in our
internal communications are indispensable, if we would deaire to
render Kurrachee the point of embarkation to Europe for all passengers from the Pmyaub and north- west provinces, who, .in
choosing a route homeward, were not influenced by person&l motives, altogether independent of either the route, the mode of
conveyance, o( expense, or of time.
'Ve are, nevertheless, o( opinion, from the data before us, that,
even under existing circumstauces, sufficient encouragement would
follow the proposed undertaking, to justify Government in at once
experimentally incurring the expense.
The opening up of such a communication could hardly fail to
prove of the utmost advantage to the interests of the Punjaub,
north-west pro,iuces, and Scinde, by encouraging the introduction
of foreign capital, so esseutial to the better development of their
resources; and to render Kurrachee the emporium of her own

commerce, by removing one of the greatest impedimenta to her
progress,-the necessity of resorting to a market 1100 miles
distant. This can only be effected by Briti11h agency and capital;
and nothing, we think, would t.end more to CacilitatA their intn>
duction, than the proposed steam communication with Suea.
We are especially sanguine tha~ when it ahall become known
throughout the Punjaub and north-west provinces, that pasaengen
can embark at Kurrachee for Suez, without the neceesity of
_changing steamers at Aden, many would adopt the route, u well
for the saving of time that would be gained, u the expenso and
inconvenience that would be saved.
· From Calcutta to Suez the charge for passage Ly the P. and O.
Company's steamers is Rupees 1100, whilst the charge from Bombay to Suez, which should be also.the charge from Kurrachee to
Suez, is only Rupees 660. By adopting the Kurrachee route then,
a saving of £25 would be effected, besides a proportionate saving
for children and se"ants; and the sea voyage lessened by eight
or nine days; both material .considerations, which we think
would go far to outweigh the greater facilities of the Calcutta land
route.
If, under present circumstances, we find that from 60 to 80
travellers annually leave the Punjaub and north-west provinces to
proceed homewards via Bombay; involving expense of passage
thither ; . hotel charges at both places, and change of steamers at
Aden, and possible detention there ; it is surely not unreasonable
to. expect that, with the removal of these disadvantages by a
steamer running direct from Kurrachee to Suez, that number
would be considerably increased, even in the existing at.ate of our
inland communications; and when these shall have been improved
by the completion of the Railway about to be constructed between
Kurrachee and Hydrahad,-a greater number and better description of steamers OD the Indus-two we believe are now on the
way from England-the road from Mooltan io Lahore metalled,
which is, we believe, about to he undertaken, and a steamer OD
the Sutlej to Ferozepore, long in contemplation, we ciannot see
why any other than the lndus -route should be adopted by all
travellers from Peshawur to the gates of Delhi.
From the returns or the authorities in the Punjaub and northwest provinces, which are not quite complete, we find, that the
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probablo number of passengers who would avail themselves of the
proposed route to Europe, would be monthly as follows : let Clase Passengers from 12 to 13
2nd
ditto
ditto 8 to 10
Children .
10 to 12
European Servants . · . 2 to 3
Native
ditto
7 to 8
and that, with improved communications, these numbers might
probably be doubled.
With these results before us, we are of opinion that the proposed undertaking would be successful ; and, as many of the improvements and facilities which have been suggested, as the sure
means of enlarging these results, are, some in course of progress,
aud others in contemplation, we coincide with the generally expressed opinion of the aforesaid authorities that, when these shall
have been carried out, Kurrachee will become the point of embarkation to Egypt, not only for all passengers from the Punjaub,
north-west provitices9 and Scinde; but, were the route to be
rendered the shortest practically as it is physically, for mails and
parcels also.
We have deeined it desirable to make a few extracts from the
correspondence of the authorities in the Punjaub, the north-west
provinces and Scinde. These will be found in the Appendix (A)
to this letter,-they express the sentiments generally of all to
whom the question of the proposed stea_m communication had
been submitted.
We are not aware upon what data their estimate of passengers
has been formed; but we think it will be interesting and useful
to enquire,-what are the resources of the Punjaub, north-west
provinces and Scinde, which, under the improved facilities of communication suggested, are calculated to feed and maintain independent steam communication between Kurrachee and Suez?
The military force of -these provinces, going no further east
than Umbnlla, numbers upwards o.f 70,000 men, more than
J 5,000 of which are Europeans. This is independent of officers,
which, allowing for absentees, .cannot fall short of 2000. Supposing every fourth officer to be a married man, and two the average number of children to each; we should then have f.!:iOO
adults nud J OOO children ; add to these the covenanted and un-
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covenanted civil list, strictly Europeans, eay 400 ; and an equal
number of private residents, out of a mixed European and AngloIndian popullltion of about 1000, scattered throughout the provinces, who may be supposed to be bound to England by the tiea
of home and country, and that these also are married men, and
have children in the proportion given above ; the total European
population who, it may be conceded, would at eome period or
other revisit their native land, probably all as first clasa passengers,
would lte 3,500 adults, and 1,400 children. This ii independent
of second class passengers, who might probably number 500 more.
Assuming that each adult, on an average, revisited' Europe
once in every eight years (and we believe this will be found au
under-estimate), and that every child were to be sent home on
attaining the age of five years; the number of passengers who
might be expected monthly, to take the route to Europe i-ia Kurrachee, under improved communications, would stand thus :lst Class Passengers .
36
~nd
ditto
Ii
Children
23
4 probabl1
European Se"anta
Native
ditto
10 do.
The monthly receipts from these source1, aoo>rding to the
Bombay rate of passage money, deducting five children as of under
age, and consequently free, would amount tO rupees 33,900.
Were even half this sum to be realized monthl1 from passengeni,
we think it would hold out sufficient encouragement to. an1 oom·
pany to undertake the proposed line. The Austrian Lloyd'•
Company might, with advantage, connect it with their Mediterranean line of steamen ; and that it would eventuall1 become
more.than remunerative, we hardly entertain a doubL
The large supplies of overland goods which the large !orce we
have alluded to must annually consume, would, doubtless, form a
considerable item iii the receipts of the proposed undertaking.
We have no means of !orming an estimate of the probable con·
sumption -of such goods; but some idea of their extent ma1 be
formed from a statement of Major Jacob, the Political Superin·
tendent of the Upper Scinde frontier, and Commandant of the
Sciude Irregular Hone; that about fifty camel loads, or 24.,000 lbs.,
is about the average annual supply of Europe goods required by the
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regiments he commands ; and which, were the proposed steam
communication established, coulJ be forwarded to him by that
opportunity.
IC then, this be the annual consumption of overland-borne goods
of two native regiments. 1,600 strong ; what must be the consumption of an army of 70,000, of which above 15,000 are Europeans?
Hitherto, overland goods for the Punjaub and north-west provinces have, for the most part, taken the Calcutta route, owing in
a great measure to the suspension, during the monsoon, of steam
communication between Bombay and Kurrachee, as well as to the
inadequacy of the river steamers on the lndus, set aside by Government for the public convenience to supply the increasing demand
for freight. For, notwithstanding the many drawbacks with which
our commerce is surrounded, the trade of the province bas, within
the last five years, increased seventy-three per cent; from which
goods for up-country despatch have frequently lain in the agents'
hands for two, and even three, months after freight had been paid,
waiting an opportunity to ship them.
Hut the chief of these impediments to our progress would ce~e
with the introduction of the proposed steam communication with
Suez, which would assuredly divert to the more legitimate channel of the lndus a large portion of the overland traffic, which now
finds ita way into the Punjaub and north-west provinces by the
circuitous route of Calcutta.
On the above, and kindred subjects, we have a letter before us
from a respectnble house o( agency in Bombay, which will be
found in Appendix (B).
We might, of our own personal knowledge, multiply instances
o( dt>lay and disappointment such as are therein represented ; but
·those d<'tailed in the letter referred to will suffice to show much
we stand in need of improvement in our river communications;
and how absolutely necessary it is for the interests of.commerce
and the public, that the communication between Bombay and
Kurrachee should be uninterrupted throughout the year..
In discussing the advantages of the proposed steam communication, we would not overlook the fact of Kurrachee being more
than 200 miles nearer Suez than Bombay is to Suez ; and that,
whilst the Bombay steamers have to contend with the difficulty
of the monsoon._ the Kurrachee steamer, M she"would he able to
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run for a considerable distance out of its influence, would lumi
compamtively less monsoon to &truggle against; BO that, independent of the shorter distance, she could make the passage to
Suez, during the monsoon se&BOn, in less time than the Bombay
steamer could, and with undeniably greater eomfort to passengers.
On this subject, an interesting memomnda will be found in Appendix (C).
Neither should we omit to notice a source of considerable profit
that would probably arise from the conveyance of Mahomedan
pilgrims to and Crom the holy shrinee in the Red Sea.
We know that thousands of pilgrims annually re&0rt thither
Crom the Persian Gulf; some travelling acrosa Arabia, othen in
native craft to Bombay, and thenr.e by boat and steamers to Aden
and Suez.
Were a company to take up the Kurrachee and Suez line, it
might be so arranged, either that the Suez steamers 1hoold touch
at Muscat and embark pilgrims thenr.e, which would not perhapa
entail more than a day's delay; or a branch 1teamer mig~t ply
between the Persian Gull and Kurrachee, u a feeder of the Suez
steamer ; and there is a considerable traffic in merehandii:e carried
on between the ports in the Persian Gull, Muacat, and Kurrachee.
This steamer could also carry the Persian Gulf mail; and, viewing
the present aspect of the political horizon, woult it not be a matter
of the highest importance to have a regular communication with
the Gulf, upon which we could alwaya depend?
To be the nearest point Crom Europe of all our Indian possessions, is hnportant in many points of- view. And when the electric wire shall have connected Kurrachee with the Punjaub (aa
sooner or later it must do), and the proposed communication established, the satisfaction will be ourB. of being the first to dissemi·
nate the political and commercial intelligence of Europe to the
most distant parts of our Indian possessions.
Before opening the proposed communication we would auggest,
that"three months' notice be given to the public in the most prominent possible manner. That a day be fixed, and adhered to,
when the steamer will leave Bombay and Kurrachee ; and, to
avoid the change of steamers at Aden, some Bombay passengers
would probably prefer taking the Kurrachee route. That the
nature and extent of acoommodation and amount of paseage money,
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which should be the same as the charge from Bombay to Suez, be
also publicly announced ; that the communication on the Indus
be twice a month up nnd down ; and if a steamer were available
once a month to and from Ferezopore, so arranged as to meet the
Mooltan steamer at Sukkur, we have no doubt it would be greatly
availed of by passengers, as- well as for merchandize.
We have the honor to be &c., &c.,
(Signed)

Rowr.EY ,V. LEEDS, Lt. I.N.,
Port Qjficer.

P. M. DALZELL,
Depy. Collector Customs.

DAij. Mclv1rn.
Kurracltee, 3rd Augxll. 1855.

APPENDIX A.
The CHIEF CouMtsstoNBR of the Punjaub is of opinion that the
proposed scheme would prove successful.
G. C. BARNES, Esq., Commissioner, Cis-Sutlej, states:Defore Kurrachee can compete with the Calcutta route, there
must be n good metalled road to l\Iooltan. There must be better
steamers from Mooltnn to Kurrachee, and there should be a railroad or good metalled road between Tatta and Kurrachee. The
Bungalows must be increased in number and in conveniencies,
and the hotel at Kurrachee must provide superior accommodation.
So soon as these impediments on the route are removed, the
strenm of pnssengers aud traffic will naturally follow the direct
route; and so Jong as the improvement is delayed, Calcutta will
be preferred. At present, the Calcutta route is so much easier,
that only a few passengers venture down the Indus from the CisSutlej States ; whereas, if the facilities of communication were
placed on a leYel with the route to Calcutta, all passengers and
letters from Peshawur to Kumal would travel down by Mooltan
to Kurrachee.
The Indus is one of the noblest streams of llindostan. A
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steamer might come up as Car 88 Ferozepore on the Sutlej. The
land route, ftiJ Mooltan, might be made u good u the trunk road.
There is DO doubt that, if a proper fleet of steamen were kept OD
the river (Indus), and the road between Lahore and Mooltao
metalled, all the passengers Crom the Punjaub would gladly go to
Kurrachee and take their passage in the Bomba7 steamer that ia
to go direct to Suez.

M. P. EDGEWORTH, Esq., Commissioner, Trana-Sutlej,
says:The most important query is, regarding the improvements in the
communication with Kurrachee. This subject dividee itself into
two parts : that between the upper stations and Mooltan. and from
Mooltan to Kurrachee.
At present, the only communication ia b7 an unmetalled road,
branching Crom near Googaira to Ferozepore aud Lahore respec~
- ively; and the .only means or truelling o~ it are-let, marching
readily accomplished by the aid or travellers' roome in the Seraie,
without tents-2nd, by mail or express cart, a mode o( conveyance
well suited for strong persons but quite inapplicable to invalida
-Srd, Palki Garri, lately established, involving great cruelt1 to
the horses on the heavy roads-4th, Palki dak, almost impracticable, as there are no regular hearers along the road.
To improve existing modes of conveyance, some simple improvements, capable or immediate adoption. ma1 be proposed,
light-covered· two-wheeled cars, or a Hansom cab, might be very
advantageously introduced, high wheels being the main point to
be insisted OD for the unmetalled road. A conveyance or thia
kind would be possible for a lady to travel in.
The post office bas latel7 established a bullock train on the
road ; but to render it efficient, it will be necessary tO metal the
heaviest portions of the road.
The several rivers afford a .commodious way of f.ntfelling to
Mooltan during the flood season, Crom May to October ; and the
long talked of introduction of steamers up the Jhelum is an indis·
peneable part of the improvement to communication.
But ·the main and on1y permanent improvement will be, the
formation of a railway Crom either Umritsir or Lahore to Mooltan.
With regard to the communication below Mooltan. the main

183
point is, increased accommodation for travelle.n and greater com·
fort in the boats, which are at present peculiarly ill-suited for the
purpose.
The proposed Scinde Dailwaywill do almost all that is required
for the lower communication.
For the conveyance of goods, the present steam accommodation
is utterly insufficient.
In fine,. I may express my fervent hope, that the proposed
measure may be carried out, as I am convinced it will be one of
very great importance to the. improvement of these provinces.

Eo.

THORNTON,

Esq., Commissioner, Jhelum Division,

states:• Of the several questions put by Mr. Frere, the only one I am
able to reply to is the second. Upon this point, my opinion is,
that a railroad from Kurrachee to the Punjaub, and steamel"!I from
Mooltan upwards, are required, and should be provided as soon as
possible.

l\lajor J. E. HoLLINos, Deputy Commissioner, Shahpore,
says:Evezy one who writes regularly to Europe would take advantage
of the shortest route, which that by Kurrachee would certainly be,
when the dllk arrangements and roads in the Punjailb and Scinde
become, as they soon will be, as good as any in India.
I am convinced that, in less than six months after the first
steamer has gone from Kurrachee to Aden, it will be fonnd that
the passengers and freight will be more than sufficient to justify
a direct communication from Kurrachee, which will make Scinde
and the Punjaub independent of Bombay.

G. PATAN, Esq., Post l\laster General, north-west provinces, etates : It appears to me, that the post masters have rather under estimated the number of passengers who would proceed by the steamer
from Kurrachee.
A truck and carriage dllk, as well as a bullock train, being now
established between Lahore aud .Mooltan, I see little reason for
travellers, to and from the Punjaub and Europe, taking any other
route than that 1>ia Kurracbee.
·
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So soon as the road from Umballa to Lahore ii metalled, and a
carriage dak is established, travellers from Simla and adjacent hill
stations, including Umballa, Loodianah, and Ferozepore, may be
expected to prefer the route to Europe ria Kurrachee, to tha1 will
Calcutta.
·
It seems advisable, "and I have already recommended, that the
Scinde Camel train should be amalgamated with the bullock train
between Mooltan and Lahore, 80 that the transmission of light
packages may be facilitated to and ll'om the Punjaub.
The Post Master of Mooltan, it appointed 1team agent. there,
. and also agent for the Scinde camel train, would tend to induce
the public or the Punjaub to have all light goods to and Crom
· Europe conveyed .«& Kurrachee.

The CBIEP CoMM1ss10NEB OP L.&BORB, in reply to the
question or _what additional means and appliances appear
desirable to facilitate the communication between Lahore
and Kurrachee, states : A railroad to Mooltan, and it the difficulties which attend the
navigation between 'that city and Kurrachee be insuperable, a
good metalled road along the course of the Jndus ia wanted.
It these facilities exist.ed, an immense increase or traffic and
travelling would result from the Punjaub to Bombay, trio Mooltan
and Kurrachee.

K. Mc!VEB, Esq.• merchant, or Mooltan, states, in reply
to the question above : Additional steamers to keep up the communication three or
four times, and with more 1uitable accommodation for pessengen
than those running at present afford.
As to t.he number 8.l)d class, I cannot speak with any degree of
certainty, but I have little doubt. that. the number would greatly
increase ; as not only expense, but 80 much time and distance
would be saved, especially to residents in the north-west province1
and the Punjaub, who would take this route in preference to that
wia Calcutta and Bombay.

Li~t. F. W. HoPKINB, I.N., freight agent, llooltan,
states also in answer to the questions above :That the steame:r conveying passengen be fitt.ed op wilh at
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leas' six cabins, and larger than in the steamers C'henaub or
Jlwlum, now on the Mooltan line ; t.o be higher between decks
than the two vessels mentioned, and to have 80 horse power ; not
t.o tow or flat a cargo 1ioat ; the steamer t.o leave Mooltan in time
t.o allow ol passengere being at Kurrachee three or four days
previous to the date of the steamer leaving for Suez, which would
enable 1ick officers to appear before the medical board, that they
might be allowed to proceed on at once.
·

The DEPUTY

Co11r11nss10NEa of Jhung-

Would suggest a 1'8i.lway to Mooltan. Thinks the traffic in
good1 would be indefinitely increased ; but does not think that it
would affect pOBsengers from his division more than 6 per cent.

Major JouN JACOB, Political Superintendent, Upper
Scinde frontier, states : That the completion of the great road through Scinde, from
the frontier to the sea, would facilitate the communication.
All supplies whatever for the Scinde Irregular Horse from England could be conveyed by the proposed communication, if the
steamers would bring them. These supplies are considerable.
amounting to about fifty camel loads per annum.

APPE~DIX

B.

The importance of a regular steam communication between
Bombay and Kurrachee during the monsoon season, and the securing thereby an uninterrupted transit for goods to all parts of
Upper Scinde and the Punjaub, cannot, in a business point of
view, to ourselves and our constituents in those parts, be easily
overrated.
At present, the entire suspension·· of steam communication, in
as far as regards the traffic for goods from the end of May till
September, owing to the vessels of the Bombay Steam Navigation
Company ceasing to ply during this period, virtually closes Scinde
as a route to the Punjaub for these important_months of the
year.
The consequence of this is, that we have packages for Scinde
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and the PunjRub, many or which contain goods received Crom
London overland, to 4irect order, in ottr possession lor nearly
three· months, befor\l an opportunity offers !or their transmission.
Such. delay, of course, neutralizea in a g~eat measure all the
advantages which constituents should derive f'rom the overland
route, to avail of which they incur great expense; !or, when a
package, in the circumstances above mentioned, takes five month.
·in the transit from London to }fooltan, when, with certain and.
regular steam COlllmunication' between Bombay and Kurrachee,
less than half that time would suffice, }t is very obvioua in 1ucb
cases, that coDBtituenta incur all this extra co11t ol the overland
without reaping any or its benefits.
Our correspondents, Messrs. Smith, El4er and Co., of London,
who send a large number of pncknges for the Punjaub by each
overland steamer, during the months of May; June, and July~
despatch the greater portion ol these direct to Calcutt.a. that there
may be no delay with the packages while im rout1 to their ultimute
destination. The whole of these packages would, in other circum·
stances, be received at Bombay, !or despatch tlia Kurrachee, aa
the most direct and least expensive route to the Punjaub, were
the communication regular and certain all the year round.
During the monsoon sell80n o! the last two yeara, steamera
were occasionally despatched by Government to Kurmchee, which
·to a certain extent were, no doubt, a public benefit, especially in
this respect, in having demonstr11ted that there was no re&l diffi.
culty in keeping the communication open during the monsoon,
more than at any other season, with euitable eteamera. In other
respects, the advantages that might have been derived from the8e
trips were not realized for two reasons. First, the uncertainty u
to their despatch at all; and Secondly, their not receiving cargo
for transmission on payment of' a stipulated rate of' freight, or on
any condition whatever. When Government eteamers are despatched to ·Kurrachee, the only me&ll8 of sending packages by
them, is through ·ihe medium of the post office, Bhangy-a
method of communication only available for email packages, and
quit.e inadequate to the publia requirements ; while otherwise,
iiractioal.ly, it becomes .almost prohibitory, from enormOUB cost of
· trau:;it.
On the anuouncement of the despatch of a Govemmt."lll steamer.
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we are necessitated to avail of the post office steam Bhangy, for
the transmission of such packages as can be forwarded according
to the post office regulations, in many instances opening large
packages, and having them repacked in such a manner as will
permit of their being forwarded by this, the only means of transmi8Kion open to us.
The cost, however, of sending packages of any sue in this
manner beyond Kurrachee is so great, that constituents, with much
reason, complain t:Jf it. The following is an extract from a letter
just received from a constituent in Upper Scinde, to whom we
have occasion to make numerous despatches. " Send me no
more packages by Bhangy Dak, the charges being about tenfold
the articles so transmitted." And this is only a specimen of many
complaints of a similnr character.
There is, however, one most serious drawback to the many
advantages of Scinde as a highway to the Punjaub; and until it is
remedied, or put on a vastly improved footing to what pertains at
present, must preclude this route from possessing that value and
importance to re8idenlM in the Punjaub, and being of that benefit
to the province itself which its natural advantages seem to indicate ;-we refer to the very great deluy that so commonly occurs
in the transmi~sion of packages by the river steamers from Kurrachee to Mooltan.
This is a matter that has been long a source of no little vexation and annoyance to ourselves and our constituents. Complaints
pour in with most unpleasant frequency upon us, from correspond·
euts at the various stations in the Punjaub, with reference to these
delays ; and it is not a little pro,·oking, that representations of
this kind should come before us so often, while we are so utterly
unable to find any remedy for them. We may cite one or two
instances which will serve as illustration of the delays that cause
so much dissatisfaction.
On the 16th January last, we despatched to Kurrachee, for
further transmission, a case, to the address of Major .Nicholson,
Deputy Commissioner, Duunoo, and another to the same address
by the ~rst steamer hence in February.
Instructions were given to our agent at Kurrachee, on each
occasion, that the packages should be· forwarded by the first
orrortunity, and we of course duly advised Major Nicholson to
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this effect. To our astonishment and regret. we received a letter
a short time. since from the Major, dated lat ult., in which he
informs us, that at the date be wrote, neither of ~ese packagea
had come t.o hand ; and on reCerring to our agent, at Kurra.chee,
for explanation, we learn that they were not despatched from that
place till the end of April.
A large package, containing a piano, waa forwarded by ua in
October last, by steamer t.o Kurrachee, for tran11misaion to aa
officer at Sealkote, who incurring the expense of ha'fing th1
package sent from Boll)bay, by 1teamer, to insure, if pouible, it.I
receipt. by Christmas. Yet it was not despatched from Kurrache1
till the !Mth February, having thua lain there for a longer period
than it. took to bring it Crom London to Bombay, by a long 118&
voyage round the Cape.
The explanation given by our agent, in rererenoe to the abo'fe
and similar cases, is invariably to the effect that the package•
are detained in the Godowne of the agent of the river 1teamen,
after freight has been paid upon them, where they remain f-Or
weeks and months, before they are despatched to Mooltan, in
consequence of the meana of transit being inadequate for the
traffic which offers for the steamera.
The packages of a small size, which we have been in the habit
of forwarding under cover to the Postmaster Kurrachee, for
further transmission by the camel train, have been unil'erm1y
despatched with promptitude and regularity.
We have evidence before us almost daily in the usual counie of
business, of a rapidly increasing connection between thia part of
India and the Punjaub, notwithstanding all existing drawbacka,
.and in our bumble opinion little else ii required, beside& a regular
1team communication between Bombay and .Xurrachee, and an
improved means of transit in Scinde to make thia the principal
route for every description of traffic between Europe and the
Punjaub. As regards these requirements, and with reference
to Scinde, with a camel train for goods already established. and a
railway in progress, there seems only a better nlan.agement of
the river steamers wanting to make it in a 'fery short time all
that can be desired ; and with respect t.o a regular steam communication between Bombay and Kurmchee thronghout the year,
when the subject comes before the Go'fernmeot for its earneat
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consideration, the evidence of its necessity and desirableness,
must, we humbly think, become so apparent, that we may confi·
dently hope the present monsoon will be the last in which the
ewting arrangements shall be permitted to remain.

APPENDIX C.
1.-The distance a steamer has to travel from B_9mbay to
Aden, in the south-west monsoon, is 1950 miles. This is what
is called making the southern passage. going down to about So N.,
which i1 short as steamers have as yet been able to cut it.
g,-The direct distance from Bombay to Aden is 1640 mile:>
8., 77W.
Do. do. from Kurrachee to Aden U35 miles S., 60 W.
Do. do. from Point de Galle to Aden, 2121 miles N., 79 W:
8.-The distance a steamer would have to go out of her course,
iC ehe had to call at Muscat, when running from Kurrachee to
Aden, would be 2.1.0 miles.
4.-The currents set on the Arabian coast with the wind
generally. There are exceptions now and then, but the rule is
that in the S.W. monsoon the currents are strong to the N.E.,
and in the N.E. monsoon to the S.W.
6 .-Regarding steamers running from this to Aden in the
south-west monsoon, I do not think that they could go direct.
There would be times when they might do so, but it could not be
reckoned on. The coast of Arabia, from Ras-el-Had for 700
miles in the direction of Aden, would be a dangerous part for a
steamer passing. The wind and sea comes a good deal from the
southward, and so sets nearly into 'the coast. Therefore, were an
accident to happen to the machinery on this _boisterous part, it
would be doubtful if she could clear the land, and the water is so
deep close in that a vessel cannot anchor. The way to make the
1outh-west passage from here to Aden would be to stand on direct
as long as you could make good 11-ay, and then go down south on
the starboard tack until you get into 8° N. latitude; then go
about, and you would be making a far better passage than the
steamers from Bombay do, because yo11 would aroid H!O rnila '1f
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th1 monaoon, and when it becomes necessary to it.and to the
southward, you would most probably lie 600 milu to windward
(or to the westward) of Bombay. Thi1 passage would alway1 be
certaill, and would be accomplished in· eleven day1 on the
average, with the steamers that the H. E. I. Company rosse111 a&
present.

(Signed)

R. W. LEEDS, Lieut. I.N., Port Officer.
True Copies.

(Signed)

R. W. LEEDS, Poi:t Officer.
P. M. DALZELL, Deputy Collector of Customs.

D. Mclvn.
Brigadier Parr, Commanding at .Kurrachee (in U2e
absence of Brigadier General Wilson, K.H., Commanding
the Scinde Division of the Army, -.rho was prevented
attending through illness), then rose to move the bt reaolution : He stated that the excellent report they had just heard read,
joined with the Chairman's opening address, had left him but
little to say on the subject, He might, however, be allowed, u
a military man, to look at the question principally in a military
point of view, and in so doing he could not but be struck b7 the
fact, that if the facilities for rapid communication with Suez and
Moolta.n, which were glanced at in the report, and which the
statements they had heard showed to be strictly within the limits
of what was possible, :arid bf hoped practical, at no distant date
it would positively take less ti.ID.e to move a brigade from South·
ampton to the Punjaub than it would at present take to move the
Kurrachee Brigade from this camp to Mooltan. ID other worda
you might have Southampton, instead of Kurrachee, the base of
your operatiorui for any campaigns in the Punjaub or any countriet
beyond it. This facility appeared to him, as a military man,
to afford advantages so enormous, that he was sure the meeting
would excuse hie dilating on the other aspects of the 1eheme, and
he would content himself with reading the reeolution placed in
hie hands.
" That this meeting having heard the report just read, and
recognising the truth of auch facts therein stated as the public
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here bas the means of knowing, generally concurs in the 'conclu·
eion11 at which the Committee have arrived." [Carried unanimously.]

This resolution was seconded by Major Stewart, Acting
Collector and Magistrate of Kurrachee.
·Lieutenant-Colonel Turner, Superintending Engineer,·
Scinde Division, in rising to move the second resolutionStated that he participated with bis friend, Brigadier Parr, in
the feeling that it was difficult to add any thing of importance to
the very complete and detailed statements they had already listened &o. It appeared to him that the success of any endeavours
to carry out any scheme of steam communication between Kurrachee and Suez, must depend upon two considerations.
lst.-Does any physical difficulty exist?
2nd.-Is the scheme one which will be commercially profitable?
With regard to the first he considered it bad been conclusively
proved that there was no physical difficulty whatever to prevent
steamers running regularly between this and Suez. The opinion
of Lieutenant Leeds on this point appeared to him conclusive,
It has been practically shown that the Victoria, which had but
just been taken oft' the Suez and Bombay line, had been stationed
at Kurrachee during the whole monsoon, and had never on any
day found the slighest difficulty iµ entering or leaving the
harbour, and for the rest of the voyage it was clear 'no physical
difficulty existed.
With regard to the second. point, whether the scheme would
be commercially profitable or not, he would state his opinion that
the case contained in the report was far more favourable than be
had imagined could be made out. When he first read the report
a few days ago, very carefully, he examined it well, and came to
the conclusion that it was not only a very favourable but a very
fair and reasonable statement. It is clear, however, that to
ensure the success of such a scheme, it is very requisite that we
should have between Kurrachee and Mooltan-lst, an improvement of the communication between Kurrachee and the river.
This would be effected by the railway, which we hope soon to see
iu progress. 2ndly, we must have an improvement of the com-
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munication on the river, and 8l\U1, we must have an improvement of the communication between Mooltan and Lahore. These
seemed to him the onl1 requisites to insure the 1uocesa of such a
scheme as had been proposed ; and he thought it would be right
in recommending the scheme to Government, that these point.
should be brought prominent.11 to their not.ice.

Colonel TulLNH concluded b1 moving the 11eCOnd l'elOlution, Tia.:"That the Chairman be requested to conve1 t.o Government
a respectful expression of the hope entertained by this Meeting,
that any well-devised scheme for establishing direct communicar
tion with Suez will receive the favourable consideration and active
support of Government." [Carried unanimouel1.]

This resolution was seconded b1 Captain DVNITEBTILLZ,
Judicial Deputy Magistrate.
Mr. GIBB&, Assistant Commissioner, in moving the third
resolution, viz. : " That it is the opinion of this Meeting that the intwruption
of steam communication bettD«n Chia port and Bombay, during
the south-west monsoon, is a very eeriOUll obstruction t.o the
increasing traffic between Bombay, Scinde and the Punjaub, and
that the absenee of any pbyeical difficulty having been con·
elusively shown by the experience of two eea.som, this meeting
trusts that Government will, in any rmewal of the present postal
contract, provide for keeping open the eommunication at least
twice in the month, during the south-west monsoon," spoke u
follows:When I came into the room, I intended merel1 t.o lay before
this meeting some plans of steamers suited t.o the proposed line,
and give a few obse"ations on the 'expense of working them,
founded on some information kindly fumished me by a gentlemaJl
well known in W estem India for bis energy, and the successful
result of every speculation be has been engaged on.
When the subject of direct steam communication between thil
port and Aden or Suez was first proposed, I wrote t.o the gentleman I just now alluded t.o, and asked him for an1 information be
might be able to give me on the subject, and be after a little
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delay most kindly fumiilhed me with the plans I now produce,
together with the memorandum, the abstract of which I will
now give. The plan of the steamer is that of the second of three
descriptions, considered by the well-known firm of Messrs. Scott
Russell, the orginators of the wave-line theory, to be well suited
for the proposed work.
The three descriptions are of screw-vessels.
No. 1-of 700 tons, 100 horse-power, consuming 10 to 15 cwt.
of coal per hour, with a rate in fair weather of 10 knots; length,
190 feet; beam, 28 feet: depth, 18 feet; cost, £23,100.
No, 2-of 800 tons, 200 horse-power, consuming 15 to 20 cwt.
coal, with a speed of 11 to 12 knots; 22 feet longer than No. l;
cost .£28,000.
No. 8-ol 900 tons, 200 horse-power, consumption the same
as No. 2, with a speed of 12 to 18 knots; 13 feet longer than
No. 2, cost £32,400
From a sketch estimate, imperfect I dare say, it would appear
that the working of the second of the above vessels would cost,
including coal, when at an average 25 rupees per ton, about
80,000 rupees for two months, during which period three
voyages might be accomplished, that is, either between Kurrachee
and Suez and one return trip, or vice versa, one trip to Suez and
two returns, making three voyages there and back in four months,
at the cost of 60,000 rupees. The length of time which the
voyage to Suez would take would be fourteen days, including one
day's detention at Aden. The vessels would carry coal sufficient
to prevent coaling at Suez being necessary. The depots, there.
fore, would be at this port and Aden only.
The fittings up of the vessel are, I believe, of the best description; and the plans have been prepared, after mature consideration as to the requirements of the climate, &c. The accommo.
dation shown is for 110 first-class and 10 second-class passengers.
The prices include everything but plate, linen, &c. Two vessels
could be delivered in eight months ready for sea, and the engines
of Messrs. Scott Russell are constructed so as to be as economical
as possible in their consumption of coal. With these observations I will lay the plans, &c., on the table, and move the resolution entrusted to my charge.
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Mr. H. WELLS, Resident Engineer to the Scinde Railway Company, in seconding the above resolution, aaid : Mr. Cru.rBMAN AND GENTLEKBN.-1 rise to second the resolatii;m proposed by Mr. Gibbs. It is my honeet belief that the
first great public work that should be constructed in thie province
is a 'railway right through it. or the necessity for this there can
be no doubt, when you remember the words of the able report
yoa have heard read ; and let me refer to some of the opinions
therein expressed, not opinions by persona like mysell interested
in the Scinde railway and its future extension, but the opinions
of the officers of the Government. I find Mr. Thornton, Com·
missioner, Jhe!um Division, says : "Upon this point my opinion i&, that a railroad Crom Kurrachee
to the Punjaub should be provided as soon as possible,"
I find the Commissioner ol Lahore recommending, in reply to
a question ·as to what additional meana and appliancea appear
desirable to facilitate the communication between Lahore and
Knrrachee : "A railroad from Kurrachee to l\fooltan."
The Deputy Commissioner ol Jhung " would auggeet a rail road
to Mooltan."
But that is not sufficient, we must go beyond Mooltan. And
here is my authority for saying 10. I find Mr. Edgeworth, Com·
missioner Trans-Sutlej, stating:" But ths main and only pnmane11' improf!ement tl'iU b. tha
. formation of a 'railroad from eiJ.hsr Umritair or Lalwr1 to
Mooltan." .
ff is within my know~edge that a petition baa been presented
to the Commissioner, praying tbe Court of Directors t.o es.tend
the line of railway t.o the important city ol Hyderabad. Thil
petition, I believe, was signed by every European in that place,
and most ol tbe principal natives. I believe, on atilJ more
important public grounds, the Government will support the
extension of_the Scinde Railway. We havt: been addressed today by the gallant Brigadier commanding at this station, and he
has told 08 of. the value of qu_ick locomotion for carrying OD
military operations. Sir, every one present knowa when we have
an opinion from that distinguished officer, we have the opinion
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InJia above all pride themselves upon the perf'ect1on of thell'
military arrangements, and it-is owing to the belief that there is
a disposition on the part of those in authority to press forward
works likdy to lend to great results, that I have come here to-day
to lll!k you to have confidence in the great public company I have
the honour to represent.
I now come to another subject, one most intimately connected
with direct steam communication between this port and Suez. I
mean the improvement of the Harbour of Kurrachee. There are
very few parts of the world I have not visited, and I have observed
that at all ports where improvements had been carried out, that
they have led to the natural and gradual increase of the trade of
those ports, and I will adduce an instance to bear out what I say.
There is Datavia, the capital of Java, the result of continued
impro,·ements bas been that, while in 1826, the· value of. exports
was 11,000,000 florins, in 1836 it was 38,000,000, and in 1846
it was 63,000,000.
Having given many other illustrations, Mr. WELLS
continued:1 now proceed to the resolution I have seconded, and I think
it incumbent on us to represent the advantages which will follow
uninterrupted steam communication between this port and
Dombny, the stoppage of which is so seriously complained of by
mercantile men in the Presidency. One firm writes : .. At present the entire suspension of steam communication in
as far as regards the traffic for goods from the end of May till
September, owing to the vessels of the Bombay Steam Company
ceasing to ply during this period, virtually closes Scinde as a
route to the Puujaub for these important months of the year."
This is beyond a doubt a great drawback to trade, and so long
as it is our fate to be dependant for our supplies upon the
capitalists of Dombay, we keep open the communication throughout the year. I cannot help, upon an occasion like this, asking
you to remember the state in which we received our mails during
this monsoon. We never get thoroughly angry in Scinde, but
our patitlnce was certainly tried, and we have some reason I think
to complain, when we know that the steamer that might have
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been em11loyed was either laying idle in Bombay, or being used u
a pleasure yacht to dodge in and out ol the Bombay harbour.
There is another matter that I should certainly like to mention.
and I know some present will 1ympathiz1 with my remarks. I
allude to the benefit the plying 1teamen will be to pel'lloDI
1uffering from illness, and this doe1 materially concern the
Government. We may have direct •team communication between
this place and Suez (and I will speak on tha\ 1ubject presently~
but officers are suddenly ordered to Bombay and Poona, and to
such steamers will be a convenience ; and I do hope the Govern·
ment will confer on us this boon, considering that we are trying
to do something for oureelTea.
Gentlemen, I DOW come to the principal object or thia meeting,
·that ol promoting, as much u we can, direct ateam eommunication between this port and Suez. I heartily concur in tha&
proposition, and I am happy to be able to inform you, tha\ those
whose confidence I highly T&!ue know that I have in my poase•
aion facts connected with it, which enables me to tell you that the
prospect of our getting direct steamere ltetween Kurrachee and
Saez looms brightly in the distance. I believe, gentlemen, thia
agitation will have another eft'.ect, i\ will attract attention to
another rout&-1 mean up the Pereian Gull. We all remember
the able articles contained in the Tim#, in reference to direct
communication between London and Calcutta, and I find the
subject again brought forward by the Morning CAroniel#, in the
following article : " The Indian gOTemment contributes .£70,000 a year towarda
the charges of an extended communication with India and China,
and the intercouree with England, by way or Egypt, ii DOW
regular and rapid. The prejudices, and eTen the Imperial considerations, which favoured the old circnito11.1 communication by
way of the Cape o! Good Hope, have given way before the irreais·
tibia desire for rapid locomotion and intercouree with all parta or
the world. This inlluence is still exerting itsell with full force. .U
aoon as the war with Ruasia is over, and Turkey becomes aettled
down into a state or peace, and is gradoally brought within the
range or European enterprise, improvements and civilisation, WI
are aatisfied that the desire to aecure the shortea& route to India
Will be revived iD f~ll force, and that 1Tentually WI 1hall penetrate
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through Asia Minor to the Persian Gulf," "and make that mighty
river, the Euphrates, once more, 88 in ancient times, a highway to
the commerce of the East. If any one had predicted, three
years ago, that an English railway would be constructed from
Dalaklava to Sebastopol, the notion would have been quite
derided. It is, indeed, far more probable that this generation
will not pass away before a railway is perfected, so 88 to unite the
Euphrates at some accessible point with the Mediterranean, and
thereby shorten and render still more easy the overland communication wtth the East'through the Persian Gulf."
I believ11 the Peraian Gulf ia destined to becom11 the liighway
from Kurrachee to London, and that at no very distant date."

Sir, I have now brought to a conclusion the observations I
have considered it my duty to make. I have endeavoured to
~how that the Scinde railway should he extended without delay;
I have shown the advantage of improving the harbour of Kurrachee ; I have seconded a resolution to keep up uninterruptedly
our communication with Bombay, and I have told you that I am
working for the accomplishment of the object of this meeting.
Gentlemen, there is one other great public work that I must not
omit to mention, it is that which is to give a shock to superstition, that which is to .overthrow barbarism, and that which seems
destined to link the whole world together as one united family
-the electric telegraph. (Loud cheers.)

:M:r. W. MEIKLEJOHN, as representative for the mercantile firm of Messrs. Treacher & Co., in supporting this
resolution:Made some exceedingly practical observations on the inconvenience and loss which the merchants and community suffered from
the suspension of communication between Kurrachee and Bombay
during the monsoon. He showed, that large supplies of goods for
the Scinde market usually arrived at the presidency at the
beginning of the wet season; and, lrom the want of transit to this
port, they were detained during the monsoon in Bombay, and
deteriorated very much in value, if not wholly destroyed, from the
damp climate of that place iu those months. The consequence of
this \Vl\S, that these goods had to be sent to another market, and
,
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the public in Scinde suffered, by having to pa7 an enhanced
price for many articles which they were necessitated to purchase,
often an inferior quality.
·
He believed that the trading community of thia place would
warmly support any movement that might be made for increlllling
the means of coumunication ; and he wu clearl7 of opinion, from·
his lengthened experience of this province, ·that the project which
had been laid before the meeting would realize the most BBnguine
expectations that had been entertained rl!garding it.

Mr. MclvEB then rose and proposed the 4th Resolution,
viz.:-

That this meeting learns with great satisfaction, that measures
are being taken to increase the number of sleamera on the river
Indus, and would express the conviction of the meeting that 1uch
increase in the means of communication by river steamera ii essentially necessary to the full development of commerce with the
Punjaub. [Carried unanimously.)

Mr. M. J. M. STEWART, Assistant Commiasioner, in
seconding the above resolution, offered the following observations :--0 ENTLEKEN,-The resolution which I have been asked to
second expresses the satisfaction of the meeting, that measures
are being ta.Ken to increase the number of ateamen on the Ind11.1,
and the conviction in which I hope all present unite, that auch
increase is necessary for the full development of the river traffic.
No doubt the riillway from Kurrachee to Mooltan will answer for
troops, passengers, and light gooda ; but for the conveyanc.l' of
heavy goods, the Indua must always be the great highwa7. Permit me ·here to read a passage in the Frinul of India, received
this morlling, which needa no further comment. " The aame
journal (Hurkaru) reports, that so great is now the demand for
steam freight to the upper provinces, that the river navigation
companies have not the means of aatisfying it. Their warehouaea
are glutted, and shippers offer two and four annaa a loot additional
for apace. The Indian General Steam Navigation Company intends to put two new steamers on the river, and its rinl, two
new cargo boats. Both companies are prospering, and there
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·. eeems little doubt that the internal navigation has at last beoomo
a profitable speculation in private hands. The returns, which the
chairmnn has read, of the net receipts to Government for the last
three years from the l\Iooltan steamers, show what a field is open
for a private company, worked with the energy and economy
which are unattainable by a government. Thnt the river traffic
is increasing to a great extent, notwithstanding the establishment
of the camel train and improvement of roads, is shown by the
following abstracts or the returns of boats passing up and down
river. These returns were kept at Sukkur, Ilydrabad and Tatta,
and the average of the three places shows the aggregate tonnage
of the boats passing both ways·
mda.
In 1851 ll·l lnden .. 12,65,000
1854-115
.. 10,18,600

mda.
Unladen .. 8,29,300
6,08,600

Showing an increase in three years of 3,43,600 maunds, or about
25 per cent; and while in 1851-52 the proportion of laden boats
to unladen was as tl1ree to two, it is now nearly three to one, from
which it is e,·itlent, that boats find c11rgoes now with great facility,
and that the trafllc is falling into regul11r and recognised channels.
I consider that the improvement and extension of the river
steam flotilla is one among the most important measures, to ensure the de,·elopment of the commerce of northern InJia.

A vote of thanks haYing been tendered to the Chairman,
the meeting was dissolved.
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MEMOIR

on tlte Euplirate1 Valley Route to India.
By W. P. Andrew.

TBB proposition is to connect the Mediterranean and
the Persian Gulf by a railway from the ancient port or
Seleucia by Antioch and Aleppo, to .Ja'ber Castle on the
Euphrates, of eighty miles in length, and afterward1 Crom
thence by Hit, and other towns, to Bagdad, and on
to Kurnah, at the confluence of the Euphrate1 and
Tigris, or Bussorah, at the head ol ~he Penian Gulf.
Thence by ateamen; communication will be established
with all parts of India.
The country through which it is propoaed to carry the
railway, was by command of his majesty William IV.
examined and aurveyed, with the view to the introduction
of improved means of transit by that distinguished officer,
Major-General Chesney, R.A., F.R.S., who reportl that
there are no aerioua difficultiea to contend with; and
aubsequent acientific investigations under Captain Lynch,
C.B., and Commander Campbell, both of the Indian Navy,
have. confiimed the acc1iracy of General Che1ney'1 opinion.
The talented and lamented Dr• .James Bowen Thompaon
was ao atrongly impreBSed with the greatneaa of the objectl
-contemplated by General Cheaney'• :mission, that he apent
many yean in the East collecting data to prove the
practicability and importance of the E11phrate1 Valler
Route to India.
Dr. Thompson having obtained !or the project the
favourable conaideration of her Majesty'• government, the
Sublime Porte and the British Amb881ador at Con.tan- ·
tinople, died lately at that capital while preaaing itl claim•
upon the attention of the British and Turkish cabinet..
It is only proposed at present to execute the first
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section, about eighty miles of railroad, from the ancient
port of Selcucia in the Mediterranean, to Ja'ber Castle
on the Euphrates; below which point, the navigation of
the river is permanently open for steamers of light draught _
and the boats of the country for 715 miles to Bussorah, at
the head of the Persian Gulf.
Mr. Laird has undertaken to furnish steamers to navigate the Euphrates, capable of carrying a large amount
of merchandize and passengers, at a speed of twelve knots
an hour when loaded, and with a draft of two feet.
A steam route being thus established between the
Mediterranean Sea and the Persian Gulf, the shortest and
most rapid means of communication Letween the capitals
and emporia of the West and East would be at once open
for political and commercial purposes. It being intended
to co-operate with the river and make it available for
commerce, by removing natural obstructions, and introducing steamers of improved construction, and ~o supersede it by the railway only when circumstances appear to
demnud it, the future sections of the Line will be gradually
carried down the valley of the Euphrates, from the right
bank opposite J n'ber Castle to Phumsah, the ancient Thapascus. Crossing into Mesopotomia at this suitable place,
the railway will be carried along the valley by Anah and
Hit to the environs of Bagdad; and thence by Babylon
and llillah to the confluence of the Euphrates and Tigris
at Kuruah, where there is sufficient depth of water for the
largest steamers; Cir to Bussorah, thirty-seven miles nearer
the head of the Persian Gulf, where an extensive trade is
already established, and where there is ample accommodation for square-rigged ships of large burden.
The grand impediment to the improvement of the
Sultan's dominions is the want of the means of intercommunication, and no line would promote more effec.
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tually their good government and prosperity than that
which would lay open to the energy and capital of the
emigrant and merchant of the Weat the expanaive &Dd
fertile plaina of the Tigris and the Euphrate1.
To England, the possession of an alternative abort route
to India is of inestimable value, and more especially when
the actual lineal distance will be reduced b7 about a
thousand miles, and where rich field1 are oft'ered to the
genius of her statesmen, and the enterprise of her merchants, by giving back to commerce, through the civilizing
- inftuence of steam, "countrie1, the cradle. of the human
race, and the theatre of the moat important event. in the
Jewish, Pagan and early Christian histories/'
The traffic by the existing route of the Red Sea must
always be confined to steam navigation, being impeded by
rocky islands, coral reefs and the nature of the prevailing
winds, whereas in the Penian Gulf, there are no ph)'lical
obstructions whatever to ita free navigation.
" The substitution of land carriage for water .carriage,
or rather, the substitution of overland cutl for bng 1ea
circuits," is, aa The 7imea stated in a leading article aomo
little time ago, "the one simple principle of the preaent
undertaking.''
The importance of the Euphrate1 u a 1econd and more
expeditious route to our Indian possession• ia daily forcing
itself upon the public mind, and aa the whole of Northern
India and Central Asia, from the banka of the Oxus to the
gates of Delhi, will shortly have an outlet to the sea by
the Scinde Railway from Kurrachee to Hydrabad, and
along the valley of the Illdus, such a route would aeem to
become im{lerative.
"The sea stages of the present route to India," according

*

• Expedition to the Euphratea and Tigrit, by Major-Genenl Cheaney,
RA., D.C.L., F.R.B., F.R.G.S.
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to. Tlie Times, in the leading article before referred to,
" exclusive of the trip across the Channel, are two : one
from Marseilles or Trieste to Alexandria ; and the· other
from Suez to (Kurraehee) Bombay, or Calcutta. These
stages constitute by far the longest part of the journey,
being 5,075 miles performed by steamers; from which an
average speed of some ten miles an hour is all that can be
expected. The 'longer again of these two stages is that
from Suez to Hindostan, as it includes a circuit round two
sides of the triangular territory of Arabia. The first
object, therefore, js to get rid of the detour by Aden ; and
this is to be done by carrying the passengers to the
mouths of the Orontes, instead of the mouths of the Nile,
and forwarding them across the Turkish territory to
Bussorah, at the head of the Persian Gulf. The railroad
required for this purpose would run along the Euphrates
Valley, and its length would not exceed 900 miles;•
whereas, its completion would reduce the distance from
London to Calcutta by more than one-half,-by twenty
days, in fact, out of thirty-nine! This project, it is
conceived, could be accomplished in five years' time ; and
the route would· then lie through Ostend, Trieste, by the
l\Ieditel"I'.anean Sea, to the Orontes, thence to Bussorah,
and by tl1e Persian Gulf to Bombay (or rather to Kurraehee), where it would meet the Indian railroads now
actually commenced, and by that time completed to Calcutta (and north-west Provinces). 'Ve have thus got rid
of the Red Sea circuit, and substituted a land route for
DOO miles of the distance. There remains now the
straight run from Bussorah to Bombay (or Kurrachee),
and the circuitous reach from Trieste to the Orontes,
to be commuted for the facilities of direct railway transit
by land."
• From aea to aea by railway, according to Gen. Chesney, 660 miles.
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With reference to the above, a letter from Pesth, in a
recent number of the .J.ugahurg Gazelle, eay1 :-"A com·
pany of rich landowners of Hungary proposea to prolong
the railway from Vienna to Raab as far as Belgrade, in
Servia, and has already made the necessll!Y applications on
the subject to the authorities. An Anglo-French com.
pany has undertaken, on the other hand, to construct a
line from Constantinople to Belgrade, and has engaged
for it 120 French workmen, who, with their families, are
to take up their residence in Roumelia. This double line
will place the capital of the Ottoman Empire in direct
communication with Austria, Germany, and all Europe.
The works are to be commenced simultaneously at the two
extremities, Raab and Constantinople.
By the arrangements now proposed, India would be
reached in fifteen days, or about half the time now occupied,
viz.MU..

London to Trieste by rail, and from
thence by steamer to Seleucia · • •
Seleucia to J a'ber Castle by railway • 80
Ja'ber Castle to Busaorah by steamer • 9~5
Bussorah to Kurrachee by steamer • • 940
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The advantages of the port of Seleucia were placed
before Government., by Captain, now :Major General
Chesney, in 1832, {see pp. 63 and 64 of Euphratea Reports), and were subsequently advocated by that competent
authority, Captain Allen, R.N. According to the latter
officer it is capable of being made one of the finest harbours
in the world. Both these officen considered that from
£20,000 to £30,000 would be sufficient to clear out the
greater part of the ancient basin, and repair the massive
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works of the Romans, many portions of which require
merely to be relieved from the mud deposited upon them.
The importance of Seleucia will become apparent, when it
is home in mind, that there is no other port for commerce
along the whole coast of Syria better than the open roadstead of Beyrout, or the pestilental harbour of Alexandretta•
•Seleucia is not only capable of being made a most efficient
port, but, by a small additional outlay, the existing great
Mole might be extended so as to form a harbour of refuge,
large enough to protect at one time the entire mercantile
navy of England.
Antioch is eighteen miles from Seleucia, and stands in
the Valley of the Orontes, which here forms a fertile plain.
From the beauty of the scen!Jry, the abundance and the
cheapness of the necessaries of life, and the salubrity of the
climate, arrangements are in contemplation for Sanataria
and other establishments, for the benefit of invalids, especially Indian officers and their families.
Aleppo is forty-two miles .from Antioch, contains a
population of about 90,cioO, is one of the most opulent and
best built cities in Syria, and the chief emporium for the
trade of the country.
1a'ber Castle, thirty-nine• miles distant from Aleppo, is
on the Euphrates, and offers every facility for the construction of docks.
" The Euphrates gives a water communication with
Syria, Asia "Minor, and Asia Major, (their central parts,}
also the South of Persia and Kurdistan."
" The Pachalic of Bagdad produces (and the greater part
along the Euphrates). wheat~ barley, Indian corn, rice,
millet, honey, dates in great quantity, and other fruits,
wine (from Kerkook and the banks of the Tigris,) cotton,
some silk, tobacco, gall-nuts, and wool in great quantity,
• By railway, the entire distance from Seleucia to Ja'ber Castle is
estimated at 80 miles.

206
fr?m the different Arab tribes, eachoCw~ch haa e1.tensive
flocks ; also ambergris, sal ammoniac, leather, buffalo
hides, oil of naphtha, bitumen, salt petre, salt, borax, and
glass, made at Bagdad; where are manufactured coane
coloured cottons, and fine handkerchiefs of silk and cotton
for the Arabs.
"Bagdad was the centre of a considerable caravan com..
merce previous to the late disturbances, when it sent
annually even as far as Erzeroum, 2,00() mule loads of
pearls, silk, cotton, stuffs, shawls, coffee, gall-nuts, indigo,
&c., and still more' to Mosul, Diarbekir, Orfa, &c., and to
Aleppo even at this moment, from 3 to 6,000 animals
yearly; but 80 years ago, this number waa said to be
50,000.
"Bagdad from its matchless situation, would, with the
slightest fostering care, become a grand centre of English,
Arab, Persian and Eastem commerce; and nothing is
wanting to distribute it widely, and increaae it greatly but
the establishment of steam.
".The imports to Bagdad are from the Penian Gulf:
pearls and fish.
·"FROM PE!18IA, Silk, woollens (coarse), saffron, sulphur,
nitre, dried fruits, shawls of Cashmere, Kerman and Yesd:
stuffs, cotton, gum-rahabat, fur skins, tobacco and pipe
sticks.
"FROM INDIA: M:ualins, porcelain, indigo Crom Bengal,
Guzerat, and Lahore ; cottons, pepper, spices, cinnamon,
· nutmegs, Java and other sugars; musk, cardamoms,
cotton and silk from the coast of Coromandel, aloes,
camphor, &c.
"FROM TuRUY : Soap, cotton, linen, silks, embroidered
stuffs, opium, and copper, about 450 tons annually.
" FROM AuBIA i Incense, myrrh, · galbanum, resins,
gums and other precious drugs, also Mocha coffee, in
0
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quantity across the Peninsula, to go on to Constantinoj.>le
and elsewhere.
"FRoll Euaou, Eorrr, &c.: (A part across the Desert
from Damascus, but chiefly by way of Aleppo.) Bagdad
receives cotton twist, grey cloths, and prints, grey-calicos,
long-cloths, Greek-stripes, power loom sheetings, jaconets,
cotton handkerchiefs, (all English,) fine French or German
cloths; cutlery, lead, tin, and St. Domingo coffee, also indigo
and cochineal, velvets, satins, taffetRS, mercury and drugs.
"The chief outlets from Bagdad as a depot are to C~n
stantinople :-Cashmere shawls, aloes, ambergris, musk,
pearls, coffee, tobacco, spices, pipe sticks, and Indian muslins.
"To Svau AND ANATOLIA: Are forwarded silk, tobacco,
ahawls, gall nuts, coffee, stuffs, and drugs.
"To PERSIA : Diamonds, rubies, emezalds, pearls,
European stuffs, brought over the desert from Aleppo and
Damascus: also Aleppo cloths, coral, paper, jewellery,
cochineal and indigo.
"To ARABIA .\ND INDIA: Silver, gold, copper, dates,
horses, and oil of naphtha for painting.
" Thus it appears that imports continue to a considerable extent notwithstanding all the difficulties and distance
by 11·hich they are transported with caravans, and as there
are pretty ample returns, it is evident that if ever the noble
stream should be used instead of a caravan transport, there
will be an increase and consumption proportionate to the
comparafo·e cheapness of the supplies, and the great
facilities offered for placing depots, by water, at every
convenient spot: this done, a few years will most likely
see the Arab's 11·ants increased to something like those of
· other people; and in making larger purchases, they will
disco,•cr how to reimburse the expense, by cultivating
cotton. grain, wool,&c., more extensively than they now do."
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·~ It is worthy of the consideration of government,
whether the proposed attempt ahould not be made, not only
with a View to :Mesopotamia chiefly1 but the trade of Penia,
now carried from Bushire to Erzeroum, more than 2,000
miles; whereas by attending to Erzeroum as one great
centre, dependent on Trebizond and the inlet• of the
Euphrates and Karoon, we ahall increase it prodigiously;
and command the profits, which if neglected will flow into
the coffers at Tillis: where ·they are building extenaive
inanufactories expressly to force gooda into Penia, and
attract its trade towarda Russia."
"With this Power and her peraevering endeavoun to
grasp at commerce, we can also compete, aa regard• Persia,
by another line, viz., that of the Indus."
The official returns of the existing commerce of Meaopotamia demonstrate that there is a prodigioua and most
promising field for inveatment. In the 1tatistie1 of the
ancient and modern commerce of these countriea, contained
in the second volume of General Chesney'a work on the
Euphrates Expe<;lition, will be found ample materiala for
the satisfaction of our merchants, aa to a certain, rapid
and extensive increase of trade. t
The trade of Turkey-in-Europe, Asia :Minor, Meaopotamia, and all along the proposed line to Buasorah, ia of
great importance, and only requires a ready meana of
transit for its rapid development. The mcceu of the
English and Austrian S~ Companies on the line between Constantinople, Smyrna, and the coaat of Syria
and Egypt, is a strong proof that the reaourcea of these
countries merely.require an outlet, The Mahommedana

*

• Report of Captain Chemey in 1832. addreeaed to Sir Stratford
Canning, G.C.B., Ambassador at Constantinople.
t Pp. 67~-686 Vol. II. of the Expedition to Enphratee and1igri8
by General Chesney.
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are now quite alive to the importance of rapid locomotion
-be it by railway or steamers. The tedious mode of
transit by caravan is nearly at an e.nd, whenever a quick
mode of transport is available.•
It is computed that 100,000 pilgrims pass yearly along
the route of the Euphrates or Tigris to visit Bagdad and
other Holy Cities.
The comparison of the imports and exports of the
ancient trade, with these countries, is very striking, and
.the more modern statistics of our trading with the East
during, and subsequent to, the existence of the Levant
Company, are equally important, and should be sufficient
to satisfy us as to the value of the great field open to our
commercial enterprise.
These countries are rich in minerals, but have as yet
been only partially explored with a view to their development.
The importance of this line will be still more apparent,
when it is estimated in conjunction with t)le commercial
advantages to be derived from the four great rivers of
Western Asia. " The elevated plateau which extends from
the base of Mount Ararat into Northern Armenia, Khurdistan and part of Asia Minor, contains the sources of four
noble rivers, having their estuaries in three different seas ;
and thus from Armenia as from the centre of a great continent, giving an easy communication to the nations of
Europe and Asia." A reference to General Chesney's
map will show, "that by following the Kizil Irmak through
Asia Minor, we reach the Black Sea, from whence there
are inlets to Russia, Austria, Turkey, &c. In the same
way, the Aras, by terminating in the Caspian, opens
several routes towards Great Tartary, as well as towards
the rest of Central Asia and China: while .the Tigris and
• M.S. Notes ef Lectures delivered before the Imperial Academy of
Vienna, by Dr. J. B. Thompson.
·
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Euphrates, with their nu:nerous ramifications, afford abundant means of communicating with Penia, India, Arabia
and the Continent of Africa,"• and offer channela for a
very extended consumption of British manufactures.
This enterprise pos8easea in the opinion of those penonally acquainted with the country and its reaourcea all the
elements of a highly remunerative character.
lat.-From the country presenting great facilitiea for
the construction of a railway, being a succesaion of extensive plains traversed by low bills, between Antioch and
Aleppo, and from Aleppo to 1a'ber Castle, a distance of 39
miles, a perfect level.
2nd.-From the neighbouring minea of l\Iaraah, having
supplied iron ~ abundance to the Euphrates expedition,
they would provide all required for the railway; an inexhaustible supply of timber of the fineat quality for building
purposes, sleepers, &c., being obtainable from the foreita
near the old Port (Seleucia) and Scanderoon: and from
there being also large quarries of atone on different parta
of the line, with an abundant aupply of bitumen, timber,
and coal for fuel.
8rd.-FI'.Om the firat aection of the line being of
moderate length, and complete in itself, having a port in
the Mediterranean at one end, and a terminua on the
Euphrates at the other, below which the navigation i. per·
manently open.
4th.-From the line from Seleucia to 1a'ber Castle,
forming of necessity the most important portion o~ any
system of improved transit, which ahall follow the course
of the valley of the Euphrates, or the plains of the Tigris.
5th.-From the clearly proved statistical returns or the
former trade and commerce of the country, ill vast natural
resources and manufactures, and the extensive transit
• Yol. I. of Expedition to the Euphrat.ea and Tigria.
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trade which was formerly carriell on between China, India,
Persia, Armenia, and Arabia with Europe, and especially
with Great Britain, which has been greatly diminished by
the policy of Russia, but which would speedily be revived,
and from the conviction that the commerce of Great
Britain with Central Asia, China, &c., instead of seeking,
as at present, a costly and circuitous route by the Volga
and the Caspian, would return to its natural and most
ancient channel.
From the paramount and acknowledged importance of
this route to the good government and prosperity of the
Sultan's Asiatic dominions, those more immediately interested have every hope, from the negotiations now
pending, of obtaining from the Sublime Porte such terms
as will ena~le them to raise the necessary capital; and,
from the obvious political and commercial importance of
this, the most direct route to our Indian possessions,
they have reason to believe that they will receive from
Iler Majesty's Government that countenance and cooperation, which is essential to the carrying out, with
success, a means of communication which would diminish,
by many hundred miles, the distance between this country
and its empire in the East.
NOTr. -A rrral gap lo Lhe Au1lrlan rallroad •J•&em 11 about lO be ftlled up. On the 8tb
ln11. lhe Au1trlan emp.ror panted lo Bmea& Merlr., bi1 consul al Hamburg, and lo H. D.
Llnht>lm.. me1Th11.nl_ a prhllege to construct a rallroad from Vieona to Lm1, and thence to
&he Bavarian frontier DNf Sal1buf1, on the one tide, and lo the Bavarian frontier near
Pauau on the otb•r. The railroad.. \ll'bkh ia u Important for B&Yarln and Southern Ge~
manJ a1 It ta for Au1trta. "m bear t.be name of 0 t.he Empreu Eliaabet.b Railroad.. The
l•natb fl.f lhe rallroad, from Vl•nna lo Sal1~ur1F, 19 4l Geonnan miles {about 212 Englilh)
and from Lin• to Pasaau 19 German milea \59 Eurli•h). The period gra.ntt"d for t.be con;
a&ructlou oft.be "hole rallroad ii lhe JHn. The plan• for tbeo Hne from Vienna to Salzburg
are almoat. comple&ed. The Stat•, which makea t.he IJTIUl& for ~o 1ean. 1uarant.ee. 6 t-10
JM"I' cent. for lntere1& and amortisation of t.he 1barea. The sran&eoea intend &o fonn a
Joln& 1tork company wtt.b a eaplLal of 65,UOO,OOO florina; aml it 11 probabl• that Lb• Austrian
Credi& Bank will be eoncenied In the undertaking. The Vienna.Sa11burg Railroad will
of eoun•. be eonllnut"d to Munich, and an unlnterrupt•d raU"ay communicalion will b~
opened betwHn the Atlantic and t.he Adriatic, and lrH•llen wtll hardly be more 1han 38
boun on &he road twtweeu Viirnna lllld Parta. The new railroad w1ll. bow99·ey-1 be of lnd:.
nlt•ly more importance to lhe mercantile lhan to the tra•elliq world, and this ii •hJ far
more at.tent.ion 11 paul by foreignen lo t.bis t.ban to an1 other Austrian railroad:. II ;.
JonlttA IAal llt~ inal •rrcaatil' road
ParU and Yinuaa m.at •DOii eztned lo U.e
l:OfMU qf ,.,, Black S'4 mad lo IA1 eop11al of tit• uul fCorulanlinopWJ • ..4 neon careful

"!IV'tt•

calcw/alioft •••.,.. lbnl lh<n ia .............., of ll,o00,000 lrmi<Uff'I """ 18.000 OOO CtDI of
,oom .. ,,., Nll'Y q/ ,,., Da.•k "' IU t::JOUrtt qf '"' ~·r. nd .. Iota/ rr«ipl ~ 8 FOO
Jl•>rilu. Tbia ,.._,,.,. "'-• IDOWd fM a cltar dioidnid q/ !It 1w <""'- Oii lac

'ooo
'capilal,

"""au titp<ftUI bad .... dtdaatd.

0
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{Slnoe &he preceding Memoir In type, &be t>llowlq ln'-tlnc letter,
regarding the emtlng Vlllla beiWMD &111 llrledl&ernn- llUI Buphnlel, bu betlll
Hoeived.J

From

EsQ, Au:PPo to W. P.
ANDRJ:w, Esq•

JouN KENNEDY,

.A.leppo, 121h Fe!Jruary, 1856.
Du.a Sia,
I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt
of your esteemed letter of the IOth ult., to hand on the
5th inst., the contents of which I duly note.
I have not yet quite finished the account of the trade
and navigation of the North of Syria, as I am obliged to
collect the information from my correspondents in different
places, there being no regular accounts kept by the Custom
House or any other Government authority. I have now,
however, managed . to collect nearly . all the necessary
details, which I am now engaged in arranging. And as I
expect to leave this for England .in ten or twelve day1
hence, I will have much pleasure in handing you over all
the papers on my arrival in London, which· I expect will
be about the end of !!arch.
I feel the greatest interest in the success of the scheme
for opening up the Euphrates Valley, which will be of
immense importance to this country, and cannot fail to be
remunerative, as the trade of the North of Syria ia
increasing rapidly; and what it may amount to with
regular and cheap communication with the coast ia hardly
possible to be calculated, as the Railway will pas1 through
a large extent of country with as rich a soil as is to be
found in any part oC the globe, and now lying utterly
waste for want of any means of disposing of the produce.

213
The enclosed paper will show you an approximate
calculation of the trade of Alexandretta during the past
year, and enable you to form some idea of what mig~t be
the amount of business done, were the resources of the
country properly drawn out by means of easy communication. At present there are no roads adapted to wheel
carriages whatever in this country, and the only means
uf transporting goods is by camels.
Expecting the pleasure of seeing you soon in London,
I remain,
&c., &c.,

(Signed)

JoHN KENNEDY.

Nole of goods imported into Ale:randrettafrom the United
Kingdom during the year 1855, in 55 vessels.
20,480 Bales, Manufactures,
per bale, £20
878 Barrels, Sugar,
per barrel, 5
534 Bags, Coffee,
per bag,
4
325
PepperandPimento, per bag,
3
"
97 Cases, Cochineal,
per case, 30
48
Indigo~
per case, 100
l, 231 Barrels, Drysalteries,
per barrel, 3
5,252 Packages, Sundries,
3

.

0=£409,600
4,390
0=
2,403
10=
1, 137
IO=
2,910
o=
0= 4,800
3,693
0=
0= 15,756

0
0
0
10
0
0
0
0

£444,689 10

The above is a correct list of imports from the United
Kingdom. I have no means of ascertaining the French,
Italian, and coasting trade, but calculate from the best
information I can get, that the trade with England, in
imports, is fully one-third of the whole. This will make
the value of imports last year to exceed one and a quarter
million pounds sterling.
·
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Appro:rimatire note of goods e:rporled fro111 .AIP.zandretta
in 1855.
120,000
Quarters, Wheat,
£2 0= £240,000
50,C>OO
,, Barley,
62,500
1 5=
,, Millet,
31,250
25,000
1 5=
60,000
5,000
Tona, Sesame Seed,
12 0=
52,500
750
Galla,
70 0=
",, Cotton,
30,000
1,000
80 0=
80,000
,, 'Vool,
40 <>=
2,000
150,000
Flour,
Yellow
Allow for Madder Root, Scammony,
100,000
Berries, Gums, Boxwood, &c.
£806,250
2.13,750
Allow for Coasting Trade
£1,040,000

.

Say, total value of exports, one million pound1 1terling,
perhaps rather more, as I have calculated some item1
perhaps less than actually exported.
Large amo~nts of specie are also exported_ in groups,
and no allowance is made above for cocoons, reeled ailk,
and olive oil, which are exported largely.
There are still some of the articles named on the
previous page about which I have not yet procured reliable
information. These rough notes may give some idea of
the trade ; and tables aa correct as possible will be made
out for the years 1852, 53, 54, and 55.
(Signed)
loB!!f KEllf!fJ:DT.
PS.-Mr~ Kennedy states in another letter o( recent
date that :-" I bought some two or three months ago, a
quantity of wheat in a district two or three days' journey
to the interior of Aleppo for which I paid equal to 9s. a
quarter, and carriage to thf'. coast alone cost me upwards
of 171. 6d a quarter. This item of expense being nearly
double the first cost."

TRI!:

l\IEDITERRANEAN & INDIAN

ELECTRIC TELEGRAPII

CO~IPANY.

ESTABLISHED IN 1853.
Few eontp'Uting a• Elaetric T•le,qrapA communicaiiMI from England to Ind!a,
~J FranN, 8Mdinia, a..d tlw Medilwraruaa (cro•n"!I tlw IliAmua of Suez), wi/A
a Bra11CAfrom Malta to tlw Ionian I1landl a.a Conatantinopk, •nder tlw 11tipport
alMl
of tlw .dllitJd Power1.

""'°"""!!""""'

CAPITAL of the Linea Completed, .£300,000,
JN 80,000 SHARES OP .UO EACH, PAYABLE TO BEAUER.
CONCESSIONS,

WITH

EXCLUSIVE

PRIVILEGES, FOR FIFTY YEARS.

~Minimum

z,.twe1t, at tAB ralB of5 P"" cent. p-r .411num, 911aranteed
.ftw tlia , _ pBf'iod bg tlw FrencA and Sardi,,ian Gooernment1.

'l!ionorilrl! l!llrtrtors In 0nglanll.

ms

1

ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OP CAMBRIDGE, K.G.
HIS GRACE THR DUKB OF HAMILTON AND BRANDON, KG.
HIS EXCELLENCY THE COUNT F. DB PERSIGNY, Ambll88ador
France.
ms EXCELLENCY THE MARQUIS D'AZEGLIO, Envoy Extraordinary
and Minister l'lenipotentiary of Sardinia.

'\!)onorarv lllrtrtors In .§ranct.

ms UIPERIAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE NAPOLEON BUONAl'ARTB.
UIS EXCELLENCY THB COUNT DB J.IORNY, Prisident of the Corpa
L~gi•latif.

HIS EXCKLLENCY THB COUNT COLONNA WALEWSKI, Minister of
Foreign Alfain.
HIS EXCKLLENCY THB RIGHT HONORABLB LORD COWLEY,
A mhasudor of Great Britain.
HIS EXCELLENCY M. DROUYN DB LHUYS, late Minister of Foreign

A train.

1!ionor11r11 l!llrtctora in iarllinh1.

ms
ms
HIS
JllS
HIS
HIS
'HIS

ROYAL HIGHNESS TllB PRINCE OP CARIGNAN.
EXCELLENCY COUNT C. DB CAVOUR, Presideni of the Conncil
of Ministers, &r., &c.
EXCELLENCY COMM. P. PALEOCAPA, Minister of Public Works.
EXCELLENCY GENERAL DA BOHMIDA, late Minister of Foreign
Alfaira.
EXCEi LENCY TllB DUKE DE GRAM~IO!\T, Envoy Extraordinary
and Minister Plenipotentiary from the Emreror of the l'rencb.
EXCELLE:SCY SIR JAMES HUl>SON, K.C.B., Envo1 Extraordiuary
and Minister Plenirolentiarv of Great britaio.
EXCELLENCY TUE MARQUIS MASSIMO D•AZEGLIO.

e:itrant-JOll'!'f W. BRETT.
~llictl:

hr

LOMDON-117, BtsROPSGATa STB&BT 'WITBIN.

IN l'uus -83, Rua R1ce&LIB11.

J. W. DE LA MORE, Stttttary.
JAMES POWER, Secntarv.
IN TvarN-BANW. Of' M&esas. PAVIA, Tuvr, & Co. (J. PAVIA.)
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The telegraph linea completed extend nearly 800 miles
acrosa the Mediterranean, opening at present via France,
about 1800 milea of the direct line of communication
between England and India.
The extension to India from thia point, via Malta and
Alexandria (passing the Isthmus of Suez) and the Red Sea
to India, it is calculated might be completed within two
years; and the branch, via Malta, to Corfu, to unite the
line with Constantinople, now being establi11hcd in thia
direction, under the auspices or the French Government,)
may be completed in a few months from thia date.

REPORT
To the Shareholders of the Mediterranean Company.
GENTLEMEN,

It is with the Jiveliest satisfaction that I do myaclf
the honour to inform you, that the French Government baa,
in the most liberal manner, given ua an additional grant of
£1800 per annum, thereby raising the minimum guaranteed
interest of the whole capital (£300,000) to 5 per cent.
It is unnecessary for me to say that 10 important a boon,
which has no precedent, has not been obtained without
exertion on my part. But these exertions have been cheerfully given, in return for the confidence which you have
been pleased to repose in me.
I have also much pleasure in laying before you the
present position of our works. Our lines have been in
active and successful operation to Cagliari, above 600 miles
across the Mediterranean since the 15th April last, and
the messages transmitted have already far exceeded the
number originally anticipated. The remaining portion
of our present lines will be completed within a few weeks,
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as the third cable, 162 miles in length, is now on board the
"Result," at Greenwich, and will leave this country in a

few day1.
This important complement of our line will unite the
1outhernmost point of Sardinia with Algiers, when the
guarantee of 5 per cent. interest from the French Government will come into force, ILll is already the case with the
Sardinian 5 per cent.
It i1 well known, that when this line was originally
projected, it was announced as the commencement of a
continuoua line of telegraphic communication from London
(vid l\Ialta and Alexandria) to India and Australia, and
there is no doubt, that the grandeur of the objects then
contemplated, and their public utility, mainly acquired for
it the support which has ensured its success.
The l\Iediterranean cable is the largest and strongest
which has yet been laid down. It consists of six electric
wires throughout, weighing eight tons per mile, or over
2,000 tons. The land lines also contain six distinct wires
througl1out the islands ; two wires will secure to the
French and Sardinian Governments a telegraphic communication with their respective dependencies, and the
remaining wires will be ample for all the telegraphic communication of the English Government, the East India
Company, and the public.
It is most gratifying to me to be able to state, that I
have been recently assured in the strongest manner by the
French and Sardinian Governments, that they are ready
to unite with the English Government in affording us
every assistance and support in realising to the full extent,
the important enterprise originally contemplated, and from
which profits far exceeding the joint Government guarantee may be reasonably expected.
But when we bear in mind the gracious and continuous
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patronage we have received from II. M. the Emperor of
the French, from the firs~ commencement of the submarine
telegraph, and the liberality of the French and Sardinian
Governments, it is surely not presumptuous or unreasonable to ask for similar terms from the Government of thia
great empire, and from the llonorable East India Company, in order that this country may have the benefit or
telegraphic communication with India, and eventually with
the important and distant colony of Australia.
The completion already or 3,000 miles of telegraph
throughoqt the Continent of India ready to unite in communicatiOn with our line, and the unparalleled expansion
of trade in Australia consequent upon the discovery of the
gold fields, seem to furnish irresistible arguments on commercial grounds for completing the intermediate portiona
of the chain, and as a question of first rate political interest,
it is enough to remark, that if the English Government
had possessed last year a submarine telegraph to Malta,
more money would have been saved to this country than it
would cost to construct the whole of the proposed lines.
Whilst engaged in the construction of the Mediterranean
Electric Telegraph, I have repeatedly offered to the British
Government to carry out this line to Malta on equitable
terms, but although I have invanably received from the dif.
ferent ministers, to whom such proposals were submitted,
the most kind and courtoous consideration, the financial
assistance so essential to a project of such manifest public
utility, has not yet been granted.
Having been the first in the field, with a similar offer to
the late lamented Sir Robert Peel, so far back aa the year
1845, and having now completed a very important section
of the East Indian Line, I believe it will be generally
allowed that I am entitled to a preference from the English
Government, and East India Company, and it will be my
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endeavonr to carry out tl1e project in a substantial and permanent manner which cannot fail to add largely to the
profits of the Mediterranean Telegraph Company, and be
satisfactory to the several Governments.
Owing to the exclusive privileges which we already
possess for a period of fifty years, no other line to Malta,
the Ionian Islands, Egypt and India, can be constructed,
which offers the same advantages and security to this country as the Mediterranean line. The development of this
line will be exclusively under the protection and on the territories of the W eetern Powers, and totally independent of
Austria, Naples, and the Austro-Italian Duchies.
The intimate Alliance subsisting between England, France
and Sardinia, will give great facilities for all traffic over
those portions of the chain which belong to the respective
nations, and by skilful arrangements, for which I have
paved the way, an unbroken Telegraphic communication
may be secured from London to Calcutta.
Having now obtained a vantage ground, which naturally
forms the basis of extended operations interesting and
valuable to the whole commercial world, the time has come
for proposing to you the conversion of our " Societe en
commandite," either into a " Societe anonyme," or a Company under the new Act of Parliament, with the view of
enlarging and perfecting the constitution of our Company.
Advantage can be taken of this operation to define the
mode of issuing stock for the construction of the extension
lines upon such terms, and with such privileges, as may
result from the negociations now pending. Express provision will of course be made that no existing right or privilege now possessed by the Shareholders shall be compromised
in the slightest degree by any participation which may, from
time to time, be offered to them in 11DY new advantages or
concessions which I may be able to obtain.
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At the approaclllng General Meeting to be held in Paria,
formal resolutiona for this purpose will be 1ubmitted to
you, and in carrying out the arrangements, I have the

satisfaction_ of knowing that I shall receive the enlightened
counsel and assistance of the "Conseil de Surveillance."
In conclusion, Gentlemen, I will only remark, that when
you subscribed your Capital of £300,000 you were 881lured
of interest at the rate of 4 fr. 40 et. per cent. per annum.
The expense of laying down the cable bas been much increased by the derangement in trade, manufacture and
shipping, consequent upon the war, but your Capital remains fixed at the original sum, whilst your guaranteed
interest has been raised to 5 per cent. per annum.
In the interval, many circumstances have occurred to
render more imperative, and to hasten on the communication with the Eastern World, and this, once accomplished,
by our united efforts, it is obvious that the dividenda upou
your stock will rise to- a much higher figure.
I have the honour to remain,
GENTLEMEN,

Your obedient Servimt,

JOHN W. BRETT,
Geranl.

25th July, 1855.

THE SCINDE RAILWAY
COMPANY.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS.
er~airman.

W. P. ANDREW, Esq. (26, Montague_ Square.)
'El ®f&tlo J!limtor.

sm JAMES c.

MELVILL, K.C.B.

SU\ HERBERT MADDOCK, M.P., Iate Deputy Governor, Bengal.

J. EDMUND ANDERDON, Eeq., Director or the Bank or London.
FRANCIS HORSLEY ROBINSON, E•q., late Senior Member, Board of
Rennue, North-west Provinces.
THOMAS WILLIAMS, Esq., Grove End Road, Regent's Park.

1lul!ftors.
ALEXANDER MACKENZIE,Eeq. , HARRY BORRADAILE, E•q.,
Director of the Oriental Bank
Late Bombay Civil Senice,
Corporation.
1

lEngfnur.
T. A. YARROW, E•q.

18.1nkn1.

folitltors.

Mt'llsre. SMITH, PAD"'E, and
SMITHS.

Mt'ftera. MARTEN, THOMAS and

I

HO LLAMS.

ftmtarv.
THOMAS BURNELL, Esq.
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Ruon.T or THE D1n.zcTon.s of the Sc1NDE RAILWAY
CoMPANY to the Proprietors, submitted at the First
Annul\l General Meeting, held on the 18th day of
February, 1856, at the Offices of the Company,
Greshl\m House, Old Broad Street, City.
Tuz Directors have much satisfaction in meeting their
shareholders for the first time, and congratulate them
upon the position the Company has attained in so short a
period after its formation.
In the early part of last year, the capital was promptly
subscribed for, and in June, a provisional agreement was
entered into with the Honourable East India Company,
by which 5 per cent. was to be guaranteed on £500,000
of capital, on condition that 25 per cent. of that amount was
paid into the treasury of the East India Company, within
two months after the passing of the Bill for Incorporating
the Company, and another payment of a similar amount
within two months after the first payment.
The Directors feel highly gratified in being able to
report to the proprietors, that the whole of the preliminary
expenses, including parliamentary charges, for obtaining
the Act of Parliament for the Incorporation of the Company and all law expenses, including the deed of settlement, up to Slst December last, amount to the sum of
£3,244 Os. 5d.
The charges for the establishment in India have not yet
been received, and consequently are not included in the
fiunncial statement, but the Directors hope to be able to
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bring them beCore the proprieton at the next halt-yearly
meeting.
On the 2nd July, the Bill for Incorporating the Company, received the royal assent.
On the 3lst of May, the sum of £128,94.) 10.. wu paid
into the tre~ury of the East India Company, on the 30th
June £46,234 161., and on the Slat July £72,0:i8 41.,
amounting to £247,238 lOa., being nearly uO per cent. of
the guaranteed capital, and £122,238 lOa. inexceu of the
first instal~ent.
Subsequently £18,376 waa paid into the treasury of the
East India Company, making the total amount to the
credit of the Company to this date £265,6U 101., upon
which 5 per cent. accrues, and warrants have been issued
for the interest due December 1855.
The contract was duly executed between the East India
Company and this Company on the 4th January last,
under the terms of which, interest at the rate of 5 per
cenf. per annum on the capital, ia payable half yearly in
the months or January and July.
The Directors have secured the services of gentlemen of
experience and ability, to fill the important officea in India,
of agent and resident engineer; both gentlemen are now
in Scinde, and they are aided by a competent ataft" of
engineers and other assistants.
The line from Kurrachee to Hydrabad having been
surveyed and reported upon by order of the Bombay
Government, by the late Lieutenant Chapman, an able
engineer officer, and approved of by Lieutenant-Colonel
Turner, the Superintending Engineer of the Province and
other authorities, the Directors expect ahortly to hear that
the exact course of the line has been finally settled. From
the unusually favourable nature of the country to be
traversed, it being a aeries of firm, hard, and level plains,
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little exposed to inundation, the Directors anticipate a
rapid progress and early completion of this the most im-

portant portion of the line of communication along the
Valley of the Ind us.
Materiah for permanent way for thirty miles of railway
have been contracted for, a large portion of which is now
in course ot shipment.
As the 1ucces1 of the railway would be greatly affected
by the· capability of the Port of KurrD:Chee at its lower
extremity, and by the existence of an efficient agency on
the Indu1 for the conveyance of passengers and goods to
and from the railway, these two points may be briefly
glanced at.
Mr. M'Leod the late Deputy Collector of Customs at
Kurrachee in October, 1853, stated "that the commerce of
the port hu been progressing during the past few years at
the rate of 20 per cent. per annum, and there is every
reason to expect a continuance of the progressive ratio.''
" These prospects of the Seinde trade, lead me to believe
that by the time a railway shall be laid down and be pre.
pared for action, our commerce will have doubled its present value, and the passenger traffic be ten times as much
as it is at present."-and it is satisfactory to add that the
existing state of the trade of Kurrachee is in accordance
with these statements and views.
That distin:uished gentleman Mr. Frere, now at the
head of the Government of Scinde, remarked (while presiding at a public meeting at Kurrachee in September last,
for promoting direct steam communication between Kurrachee and Suez,) that "Colonel Turner (the Superintending Engineer of the Province,) instituted a series of very
careful experiments by boring, and showed most conclusively
that there was not a particle of rock anywhere on the J>ar,
that the whole was composed to a considerable depth of
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soft sand; the establishment of this.fact of course removed
one principal ground of the fear which marine~ before had
of approaching or touching on the bar.
"But the principal share of the credit or practicall7
proving the absence of any danger in entering the port, wu
due to Lieutenant Leeds the port officer~. who with great
skill and judgment, and on his own responsibility, piloted
in ships of considerable burden, and had practically shown
that this might be safely done even without any aid from
steamers. The result was, that during the mb11800n just
closed, four large steamers from Bombay arid Aden, and
eight sailing vessels of from 300 to 878 toIUI had come in
and gone out~ and with one exception, it had never been
found necessary to wait even a aingle day fo~ any particular
tide.

"Facts like these prove /Jeyond a poaai/Jilitg of douhl thal
there was no difficulty whatever in getting veaael;;I even of
considerable size into and out of Kurrachee llarbour, during
t/µJ south-west monsoon, the moat unfavourable period of the
year."
For the last three years there hu been a regular communication established between Kurrachee and Mooltan, a
distance of 800 miles, by government steamen : and to
meet in some degree the increasing traffic, four boats, with
accommodation flats, are being constructed in thia country,
by order of the East India Company to be added to the
existing steam flotilla on the Ind111.
'
'
The importance of the route by the lndns ia becoming
more ~d more apparent for the conveyance of passengers,
troops, goods produce, and government stores.
The military supplies for the Punjaub, which were formerly sent from Calcutta by the valley or the Ganges, are
now sent from Bombay by the valley of the Indus. Thia
year 15,000 hogsheads of porter and ale for tlie troops in

229
the Punjaub and neighbouring territory are being sent by
the government to Kurrachee for transmission by the Ind us.
Appended to this report is a statement of accounts from
the formation of the Company to the Slst December last,
which, along with the books of the Company, have been
duly submitted for audit to the auditors of the Company,
and have been also examined by the Accountants' Department of the East India Company.
In accordance with the provisionB of the deed of settlement, the following Directors retire from office at this
meeting.
W. P. ANDREW, Esq., and
THOMAS WILLIAMS, Esq.
These gcntlc1pen being eligible for re-election, offer
themselves accordingly.

W. P. ANDREW, Chairman.
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PRocnmN01 or THB F1RsT ANNUAL GENERAL l\IEETINO
' or THB Su.t.aEHOLDERll, held February 18th, 1856.
The first annual general meeting of the Scinde Railway
Company was held on l\Ionday, the 18th of February, at
their offices, Gresham House, Old Broad-street, in the City
of London; W. P. ANDREW, Esq., Chairman of the Boai:d
of Directors, presiding.
Mr. BURNELL (the secretary), having read the advertisement convening the meeting, the seal of the company,
\VRS affixed by the chairman to the register of shareholders.
The report of the directors, which had already been circulated amongst the proprietors, was taken as read.
The Cu.t.IRIUN then said-I will, if you will allow me,
make a few remarks; and, in the first place, I beg
lcnve to observe, in reference to the expenditure which has
been incurred in the prosecution of our undertaking,
that although our actual expenditure has been small, yet
that Rll our liabilities are not included in the amount.
I think it just to state this, because we have a large staff
in India, and of course, we are not able to include current liabilities. I should also state, that the law charges
are not included in the balance-sheet, but the total
amount to the Slst December is ascertained. I have
scarcely ever seen a lawyer's bill without a feeling of
indignation; but I cannot say we have any reason to
complain in this particular instance, inasmuch as the
wl1ole of the account, including all the fees, the Act
of Incorporation, tl1e Deed of Settlement, and other
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charges, does· not exceed £1,200 (hear, bear.] I consider this so honourable to your legal advisers, that I.
should be disposed to say something more on this 1ubject,
but that I am anxiou8 to spare the blushe1 of a learned
gentleman who is present at this meeting (hear, hear.]
But though our expenditure bas been limited, yet at the
same time, I beg to assure you that we have been far
from idle, and, consequently, that· your liabilitie1 have
increased in proportion to om activity. At 'the present
moment we have, in ~ourse of shipment, a large quantity
of permanent way material, all of which we have been
enabled to contract for at very fair and reasonable price1.
The Directors have alluded in their report to the capabilities of the port and harbour of Kurrachee, but u
the port does not form a part of the undertaking. in which
we are engaged· the paragraph regarding it in the report
was a short one. But the fact is1 that the auccessft.il proaecution of the railway, and the prospects of ita future usefulness to the country and profit to the shareholders, are ao intimately dependent upon the development of the capabilities of
the port, that I thfuk it highly desirable that aome additional
information should be laid before you, I should apologise
for these remarks, but the subject is one BO interesting to m,
and upon which it is so desirable that the mercantile interest
should be fully informed, that I am sure you will excuse
me· for laying before you aome facts con.iiected with the
port [hear, hear]. During the most unfavourable period
of the south-western monsoons-I have now before me a
statement of Mr. Bartle Frere, the distinguished Commi&sioner of the province, which showa that-during the
months of June, iuly, and August, 1853, and in the following year, many vessels, some of them of 800 tona
burthen, and drawing 16} f~et of water, entered and left
the port without any accident or impediment whatever
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(hear, hear]. Another objection which has been raised
against the port was, that there is a bar at the entrance
of the harbour. I don't know whether those who make
the objection are acquainted with the fact, that LieutenantColoncl Turner, the Superintending Engineer of Scinde,
hu made a report upon the bar, that it consists of soft
sand, and that the action of the water, caused by the
increasing traffic of the harbour, is gradually effecting a
diminution of the obstruction. At the same time it ought
to be publicly known, that the East India Company has
sent out two steam ·dredging machines for the purpose of
cleansing and improving the harbour, and no doubt is
entertained by professional men, that twenty feet of water
will be .permanently secured [hear, hear]. I should also
draw attention to the fact, that the harbour is what is
called land-locked, and is well marked and defined at one
extremity by a bold headland, known as Munora Point.
As I before remarked, I think these facts are of so much
interest, that they ought to be generally known amongst
the merchants of this country [hear, hear].
Having said so much about the port of Kurrachcc, I
will proceed, with your permission, to make a few observations in reference to the railway undertaking which we
have in hand. The credit of this design is due to Mr.
II. B. E. Frere, the Commissioner of Scinde, whose zeal
on this and all other subjects connected with the improvement of the province under his government is well known.
The preliminary survey of the line was made by order of the
Dombay Gm·ernment by the late Lieutenant W. Chapman,
a very able officer of the Bombay Engineers, "·ho, having
collected much valuable information contained in the report
I hold in my hand, had his promising career cut short while
engaged in prosecuting this ·design, and I was inYited by
the authorities to carry it out. It was taken up by my col-
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leagues and myself energetically, and u an undertak.iDg to
the success of which we attached the utmost importance.
We look upon the construction of the present line, not
simply as a line from Kurrachee to Hydrabad, but aa the
first link in the chain ultimately destined to open up the
Punjaub and Central Asia, by relieving commerce of the
dangerous intricacies of the Delta, and otherwise extending
gradually improved means of communication. At tli.e present
time, I have returns showing that such ia the danger attending the navigation, that in descending the river, one or two.
boats are lost out of seven. But it is not the navigation
of the Delta alone which is detrimental to commerce, u
the class of boats which are useful for one part of the
navigation, are.totally unfit for another. Thus, thotie boata
which are fitted.for the navigation of the Upper lndus are
totally useless to thread the narrow windings of the Delta,
and these again are entirely unsuited for .sea navigation,
being unable to face the ocean swell from want of depth.
The idea which we entertain of the best m~ of giving
facilities of improve1l transit to the districta of the Punjaub
and-Upper India is, to provide steam navigation where the
river is economically available, and to complete the communication by the laying down of lines of railway. The
Scinde Railway is the first link. in the great ~hain of
communication between the only harbour on the north·
western co~t of India and the Punjaub and neighbouring
territories. We now propose to carry our line to Hydra..
bad, which is near the point on the lndua at which deep
water navigation may be said to commence, and when the
navigation again becomes defective, we may use the railway
again.
I desire, in short,· to bring practically into operation the
111stem of railway communication in India, which I advocated in 1846, ·in reference to the conatrnction of railway•
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in anotherpart oftheludianEmpire,-the Be~~~~
-namely, to make use of the navigation of rivers where
practicable, and aa it were, to aupplement, where water
transit b~come1 defective, the grand natural highways which
Providence haa made for the use of man by the assistance
of the railway (hear]. Great objections have been raised
in thi1 country to this mode, inasmuch aa according to the
idcae of those accustomed to our rapid mode of travelling
in Europe, it appcan a waste of time and labour, in a
journey of 1omcthing like 1,000 miles, to subject goods to
10 many operations of transhipment. But it should be
borne in mind that in England we are accustomed to travel
at the rate of 300 and 400 miles a day, whereas, in India,
we think ourselves fortunate if we can accomplish ten or
twelve miles, either by land or water conveyance. In
fact, the argument based on the value of labour and time,
111 we estimate them in this country, falls to the ground.
When the natives of India begin to appreciate the value
of time and labour, as we do, then, no doubt there will be
demand for the laying down of trunk lines, and the
question of capital outlay will not enter so largely into the
calculation as it does at present [hear, hear].
I have alluded to the undertaking in hand, more particularly in reference to India. I will now direct your attention to the position of the port of Kurrachee, as a European port. It is the nearest port to Aden by 200 miles,
and during the south-western monsoon it is really 700
miles nearer than Bombay is to Aden.
This position will confer upon it an incalculable value
when the short route to India shall be accomplished by
the valley of the Euphrates, and so by the valley of the
Indus, the distance between Europe, the Punjaub and
Upper India will be shortened by more than 1,000 miles
[hear, hear]. And in the ultimate acoomplishment of
this, the dream of the statesman and the philosopher, no
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doubt can be entertained, for the obstacles which oppose
it are not physical, but the result of political causes.
It .will be satisfactory to the meeting to learn that the
East India Company have put on two steamers between
Kurracbee and Aden and Suez, with a view of ascertaining,
in some measure, the public demand for th., opening up
of that route, and in the results of the experiment, I need
scarcely say that the greatest interest is felt by thia
company. I Jiave to apologise for detaining you at auch
length, and have now the honour to move the adoption
of the report and accounts.
·
Sir HERBERT MADDOCK. seconded the resolution, and
in doing so expressed hi.a confidence that the preliminariea
having been overcome, there was every reason to anticipate
an early completion of their line [heat, hear]. Al the
chairman had stated, the Scinde Railway wu but a abort
link in the chain ofcommunication between the coast and
Upper India. It was but a railway 110 milea in length,
and it might appear to those unacquainted with the aubject, that this was but a small contribution to the accomplishment of the through communication, but he would
remind, them, that, at the distance of 110 miles, they
arrived at a noble river, as capable of navigation as the
rivers of America; and they would _observe, that the course
of that river opened up a communication with a population
of thircy-two millions in the Punjaub and Central Asia.
But, not only at the remote end of their line had they
.a ·population larger than that of the United Kingdom, but
throughout their whole course there waa an es~blished
traffic, of inestimable value, which must be highly remunerative to a trunk line of 110 miles in length.
Their Chairman had alluded to the possible carrying
out of a system of railway communication throughout;
and he, for his own part, would confess that he 1hould not
be surprised at the speedy accomplishment by the Scinde
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Railway Company of a railway projected from Lahore and
U mritair to Hydrabad (hear, bear].
Aa to the capabilities of the port of Kunacbee, he would
take that opportunity of confirming the remarks of the
Chairman. It had been proved that, during the monsoons,
there wa11 plenty of water for vessels of from 700 to 800
tone burthen. The bar of soft sand would be cut away by
the operations which were being conducted by the East
India Company ; and be had no hesitation in stating his
convictions, that, with the improvements in progress, the
port of Kurrachce would become even more accessible than
the port at Calcutta (h~ar, bear].
In answer to questions,
The CHAIRMAN stated that the strictest regularity had
been observed in all the transactions of the Company, that
the two instalments constituting the required 50 per cent.
of the guaranteed capital had been paid into the treasury of
the East India House before they were due, and the contract with the Honourable East India Company, was on the
table, open to the inspection of the proprietors.
A PROPRIETOR wished to know, in how short a time it
was likely that the line would be completed?
The CHAIRMAN said, he thought about a couple of years;
but, as Mr. Yarrow, the Engineer of the Company was
present, he should prefer ·that an explanation should be
given by that gentleman.
Mr. YARROW said, the line might be completed ta Hydrabad within three years from the actual commencement
of operations. He would "take the opportunity of stating,
for the information of the proprietors that the details connected with the rolling stock of this and all the Indian
railways had been settled in a conference between Mr.
Stephenson, Mr. Rendel, Colonel Kennedy and himself,
and thus perfect unifonnity would be ensured.

238
A P.aoPB.IBToa said, he would venture to suggest that i&
would be very desirable for the Directon to keep in view
the closing of the capital account. He mentioned this,

since an extension had been apoken or.
The Cs.&IB.HA.N said, he should be very glad iudeed to
close the capital account. It would, no doubt, be a very
profitable operation [a laugh]. That waa a DµLtter which
must be submitted to the proprieton before an7 step could
be taken.
Another Paora1.&Toa wished to know it an option would
be given to proprietors desirous or pafe.ig up their calla in
advance.
The Cs.ua:auN said, so soon _aa there wu an1 pl'Ollpect
of the Company wanting more mone7, arrangements would
be made to meet the convenience or the general body of
shareholders. It was 1carcel7 pOBBible to state preciaely
when another caU would be required.
A P.aoPB.I.ETOB. said, he should be glad to hear the viewa
of the Directors on the subject· of fuel for locomotives;
whether the7 proposed to use coal or coke:.
The CBA.IB.HA.N said, ·he believed at present it waa in
contemplation to use wood; but his friend on hia left, Sir
Herbert Maddock, had assured them that before the line
would be ready for working there would be an ample meana
of supply of coal from Bengal. ·
Sir H.EB.B.EB.T M&DDOCJt iaid, he waa interested in aome
collieries in the Presidency of.. Bengal which produced
excellent coal for cokeing. There was, a.s of course waa
well kno'Wn, an excellent variety of coal in that Presidency,
but not all producing good coke. Ei:perimenta were now,
however, in active progress, and he had no doubt whatever,
from the reports which he had received, that a 1uppl1
would be obtained of a very superior quality.· The colliery
to which he referred was in the Raneegunge district.
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The CeAJBMAK then put the resolution Cor the adoption
or the report and accounts, which waa carried unanimously.
The. CeAJRllrlAN submitted a resolution for reducing the
Directors of the Company from ten to five. In the Act
authorising the incorporation of the Company, the number
of Directors was ten, but in obedience to a suggestion in
wl1ich they concurred, it was proposed that the number
1l10uld be reduced to five, or which three should form a
quorum. He 1aid the suggestion came from an authority
to which they must all bow (a laugh); and, in short, he
believed they bad very little choice in the matter.
Sir HERBERT MADDOCK seconded the resolution.
The resolution wns then put and carrted.
Sm IIERBEBT MADDOCK then proposed the re-election,
B!l Directors, of t11e Chairman and of Mr. Williams. In
doing 10, be took occasion to observe that Mr. Andrew
might be regarded as the father of the present system of
railways now established in India (hear, hear). By his
contributions to the public press in this country, as well
as by the pamphlet:! which he hl\d published, in connection
wit\ the subject, he had enforced the adoption of a judicious and· comprehensive plan of railways in India. It·
wns well known, that be was the original promoter of the
proposed line from Allahabad to Delhi; and in the pamphlets which he published in connection with that undertaking, he elucidated the grand principles which had
subsequently been adopted, according to his recommendation, in carrying the East India Railway to Rajhmahal.
The idea of l\lr. Andrew was, that the two sections of line
should be carried from Calcutta to Rajhmahal, and from
Allahabad to Delhi, with steamers of improved construction
between Rnjhruahal and Allahabad. His great services
were fully appreciated beyond the limits of his own proprietary, and to them lie was quite sure that the admirable
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manner in \Vhich their afl'ain bad been brought up to their
present position, the raising of their capital at a critical
time, together with the general judicious manageIQent of .
their affairs, were facts too well appreciated by the proprie·
tors to render it necessary for him to say more, in iiitroducing the name of Mr. Andrew for re-election (hear, hear):
Mr: Williams was also well known 88 a director or the
Great Western Railway Company, and 88 an able and
honourable gentleman; and he had much pleasure in proposing his name in company with that of his friend Mr.
Andrew.
The motion was seconded by Mr. FuNc11 llouLET
ROBINSON (who copcurred entirely in the observationa of
Sir Herbert Maddock) and carried unanimously.
The CHAIRMAN returned thanks on behalf of Mr. W~- ·
Iiams and himself for the confidence thus expressed by the
proprietors and for the handsome terms in which his ICl'•
vices were alluded to.
Messrs. Mackenzie and Borradaile were then elected
auditors, the chairman ob~erving that the character and
position o_C both these gentlemen rendered any observation
11D.D.ecessary.

•

Upon the motion of Mr. T. W. RA.HsA.T, a vote of thank.a
was carried by acclamation to the Chairman and Directors,
for the energy and economy they have evinced, and their
general attention to the interests of the proprietors, and a
&rther special vote to Mr. Andrew, for~ courteous and
able conduct in the chair.
Mr. ANDREW acknowledged the compliment.
Mr. N1cHOLBON said, before the proprieton separated.
he was anxious to make a rew observations, in reference to
a subject which had been brought before their notice that
day, in connection with the undertaking they had in hand.
He should not have obtruded upon the busines1 of the meet-
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ing; but that having been disposed of, he desired to say a
few words-in the first place, because he was a shareholder;
and, in the second place, as a proprietor, having the very
greatest confidence in the future success of the undertaking.
He believed there was the prospect of very considerable
profit-sccond,ofcourse,onlyto one [a laugh.] No doubt,
the traffic of tl1e Indus, with the population of thirty-two
millions-whilst we had but thirty millions in the United
Kingd~m-was a large source from which the traffic of a
terminal line, of ouly 110 miles in length, could be derived.
Therefore the undertaking was likely to pay. But he
thought the question of fuel for their engines was a subject
of no inconsiderable importance. No doubt, at Bombay,
the supply of wood now was cheaper t~an of coal or coke.
And he believed that experiments bad been successfully
tried upon a mixed fuel of coal, wood, and coke. He
waa glad to bear that the coal in the Damooda Valley bad
been satisfactorily tested; but all coal was not good for
cokeing, and perhaps when "the experiments have been
sufficiently carried out, they might find, at a greater depth,
a good cokeing coal; that is to say, a good coke for locomoti\'e purposes. lie (Mr. Nicholson) had also obtained .
a good coal from the neighbourhood of the Nerbudda
~ver, to which they were aware it was the intention of
the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company to extend
their operations as soon as practicable ; and, from the experiments which had been made upon the coal, his opinion
was, that the fuel for the locomotives of the Scinde Railway
would probably be furnished by the collieries of th~ N erbudda at an earlier period than from the mineral district
of the Raneegunge.
The business of the meeting being completed, the proprietors separated.
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of an 'Old Indian Postmaster,' and
In addition to thie the favouritiem
which were long ago recommended
and peoulation inseparable from Go- in our journal, find favour in India,
vernment pntronoge and expenditure and are likely to be adopted."
aened to awell the ooate ol these
workl to a moat disastrous extent.
From tM "OBSBBVJIB,11 Fe~
The oomequenoo wu, that in 1841
13t4, 1848.
or 184l5 the 1tate w1111 forty milliom
11
The third edition of a work on
in dobt.
Railways ie a fact in literature, al·
"'State linee canncitherbeworked
with the aame economy, nor can
moat unprecedented, and one which
they hove impnl'tt'Cl to them that
speaks trumpet-tongued for the value
impulae whkh the epirit of private
ol the publication.
enterpriae alone can give.
" The Old Indian Postmaster has
"To follow our author through all
added an immenae maae of informahia calculations, would be to tran· tion to this edition of ~ book;
1cribe a large part of hie book l and
which, now that it may be said to
we shall ouly 10y, that he is ol opi·
be as completo as human hands can
nion that by eschewing the ol'llOmake it, ie Of inestimable B<'COunt,
mental, and improving on the Amain reference to the great subject of
ri""° system, we might eifect an Indian Railways. The author deextensive railway developement in 'lfotes some space at the oommenceIndia, at a much le88 coat, and bet·
ment of the work to defend hie ·
tm" adapted to the rough work it
opinions 1 but that &he1 needed no

~. ia prond by the ahaaatiaa
of two editions of bia work.
•
"Their truth ia the beet clefence
they can have ; and that ia 110 o•
'rious tha& 'thoee who l'llll may
read.' In ~ there baa not been
1111ch •valuable oontribution to the
civilization of India, u thia work OD
Indian Bailway1, aince the en of it.
abeorption into the clominiona of
her Majesty. ETery one interested
in Indian nilwar will, of eoune,
poueae i&; while eTfrl reneral reader
ehoold, u a matter of information,
make himaell maeter of i&e oontente."

~""'

•OBnanii,"

N,,...,_.

23nl, 1851. .Ladia. ~··
" Jt ia Dot a little :remarkable, OD
reriewing the i-& and , - . i t poeition of Indian l'Bilway1, to perceiTe
that the Tiewa of a priTate indiridual
haYe prevllilecl again.a, and llnally
OTerthrown, the pJana of the lndiaD
Railway Commisaion, (oompoeed of
a ciril engineer, eent at a gres& n·
penae from tu country, aided by
two talented officers of the Hon.
Eut India Company'• engineers,)
approTecl o(by the gOTernor-geoenl,
the India Houae, and c.nnon-row
authoritiea, and applauded by the
preea. When we had oecuian to
JeTiew Mr. W. P. Andrew's Tariona
publieationa on Indian milwa11, u
they iasned from the p.-, we were
amongst the fint to call public attention to the originality and -.id·
of the Tiewe eommanica&ed,

and it now appean that the rmoli
will pron • signal -.:indication of the
eorrectuesa of thoee impreMiona.
"Indeed, the Railway Compania
in Bengal and Bombay that havo
obtained coneeaaiona are earrying
out the 'riewe of •the Old Indiaa
Poetmaster' to the letter, ao far u
the limited capital at their dispoml
will allow them ; and i& may be pdictecl that w henner a eonceasion
ia giTen for a l'Bilway in Maclrae. it
will be for the line that writer so
atrong)y adTocated, Tia.. to A..rcot,
the
ehort line u. India •hich,

onr,

Commisoionero been adhered to, the
Eut India Railway Company wonld
now be bridging the Hoogbly, with
ite baoka ever trembling or in lOQO·
motion, or buildin!f • bridge over
the Boane aa great m all ito dimE'll•
oiom aa the Blackwall Railway, after
eearcbing diligently for it1 foundation• •below an unknown depth of
oand.
"The Oonrnmen• and people of
India are therefore indebted to the
'Old Indian Po1tmuter,' who baa
thuo oaved them from proooouting
a deoign that could only have Jed to
dioutrouo and humiliating result•,
which would have been felt both in
India and this country."
Front tlH "INDU1' N11W1," F11wtlary
22"'1, 1848.
11 The beet teotimony of the 1ound·
n111 of the 'Old Po1tmaater'1'view1
io, that, in the aettlement or Indian
:Railwavo, u far aa it baa recently
taken
not a few of bia opiniono
baTe been followed by thooe in au·
thority. We know of no work on
the oubjeot which can be compared
with it wbether aa r<>gardo the local
know ledge poueooed by the writer-the judioiouo application of that
knowledge, or ... anexpooition or the
advantage• which must reoult from
improved modeo or tr1111it in the
Eaot, both to native induetry and the
requirementa of British commerce."

place,

.Frolll

a.

11

lllDL\ll NllWB," 22..d

May, 1850.
"The oum guaranteed, Tia.,
£1,000,000 ia not 1ufficient for the
conetruotion or a line that will yield
any return. The line from Calcutta
to Minapore, the proposed termi·
nu1 of the Eaet Indian line is 450
miles, the Mtimated cost of which
ia £16,000 per mile, i.1. 1 7,000,000.
"Booides, it is a fact which can·
not be refuted, that a line com·
mendng at Calcutta must deboucbe
on the Ganrs. before any benefit
can accrue. either to the GoTern·

ment, the commerce of India, or to
the people.
"Tb- facte, 111 clear 111 they are
indiaputlble, were promulgated four
yeara ago, in a work on Indian
Bailwaya, by Mr. Andrew, and reiterated in • Jetter addreoled by
him to Sir J, Law Luobington, in
1848. Suboequent experience provea
their correctnest.''
Front tlia .. :MOB1'ING CBB01'ICLS,"

Ma9 21.t, 1850.
The opinion in Calcutta appean
to be, that it ia noeleoa to attempt
any experiment unle&1 a capital of
£2,000,000 ia aubecribed, 111 no rail·
way in Lower India can possibly be
made to pay that does not debouche
on the Ganges. The rail must be
carried, in the lint place, to Baj·
mabal, wbich ia 200 miles from Cal·
outta. Thi.a was clearly explained
by Mr. W. P. Andrew fin years
ago in his work on Indian railway•;
and the opinions of the old postmaster appear now to be fully con•
firmed by the experience of those on
the spot."
11

From t/ia u !rfoBl!fllfG f!HB01'1CLS 1"
Nowmbw 20tA, 185L

"Indian railways.-We haTe more
than once predicted that the views
propounded, eeveral years ago, by
Mr. W. P. Andrew, would be tbooe
that the Indian autboritiM would
finally adopt, in preference to the
plan recommended by the Indian
Railway Commission. Mr.Andrew's
project was to connect Calcutta (or,
rather, Howrab) on the opposite
bank ofthe Hooghley, with the main
Ganges at :Rajmahal, the lowest
practical point.
.
" This railway would be about 200
mile11 in length, and would saTe, for
eight months in the year, 530 miles
of dangerous and difficult navigation
through the Soonderbunds.
"The plan of the Railway Com·
mission was to connect Calcutta
with Minapore, on the main Ganges.

6
Thia would be 450 milee of rail-y
through a difficult oountn, llDd d.llouching on the Gangea ·at a point
where the oommerce wu neither llO
great nor 10 impeded 111 lower down.
:By recent accounts lrom India, we
observe that the Howrah terminu,
indicated by Mr. Andrew to &11TI1
bridging the Hooghly, had been
adopted, and that aection of the line
ae far ae Padooah, wae either in progresa, or under contract 1 and by the
last mail, we observe that the rail·
way company have advertizecl for
contracts for a further section, viz.,
from Pandooah to Raneegunge.
There cannot now be a reasonable
doubt but that the line will be carried ultimately to Rt\jmahal."

America for the 1UpplJ ol raw material for the greateet ol her 1t.apI.
manufactmw, been DION NDJO. .
than et"er."

11 India to law Rail111a11• f Or,
Fallacie1 o/ ariEad lndiara Mercharit ErpOBed ill a Letter to
Lieut.·General Sir.J. L. Lt11HG.C B., Claainnan of

INGT0N,

IAI Hon E.,I liulia Company,
by An Ea1t India Dllicer.
W. JI, Allen and Co., LeadeD•
hall Street, 1848.

From tM "BBITAil"lfU," De06flf1Jer
1314, 185L

Front llN

" n is announced, we see, by the
' Friend of India,' received by the
last mail, • That the Court of Direc·
tore had decided for the adoption of
the line proposed by Major Kennedy
from the collieries to Rajm.ahal, and
thence up the valley of the Ganges,'
which is exactly the scheme origi.
nally propounded and advoceted by
the •old Indian postmaster,' Mr. W.
P. Andrew} in 1846, some two or
three years before Major Kennedy
went to India, and to whom exclusively the merit is due of having
pointed out the errODOOU8 view1 of
the Eut Indian Railway Company,
and adopted by the India Govern·
ment Railway Commission. Had the
authorities acted upon Mr.Andrew'•
views, a large and uaeleu expendi·
ture of time and money would have
been saved ; and it ii admitted on
all hands, that thil gentleman ' hae
saved railway enterprise in India
from a great and lamentable failure,'
which would have reduced India to
a state of more hopele&1 apathy llDd
irretrievable desolation than ever ;
famine and pestilence would have
resumed their periodic reign, the
happiness and prosperity of the
people would have been retarded for
ages, and England's independence of

"Tbia is a bold and .i.i. espoIDl'8 of the 171tem of lnclian Bailwaya, u propo1ed. to the publio in
thil countrJ, and 1111 unanawerabI.
vindication ol the good wt.Ii ol the
India Hollll8 authoritiea.
"The writer ii a maa nidentl1
well Yerled on his 1Ubjeat.. which he
treat. in a 11U111DR that nhauate the
whole queetion, llDd i.v• nothing
to be desired.
"The India Company - · him
much u a yolunteer champion in a
matter wherein their integrity WU
more than 1uspecled : he b.u tainly carried them through trium·
phantly. This pamphlet will be
permed with deep intereet.

n 0BB.HVBBt" N~

17th, 1848.

.lni1ll "

Au.II•'•

I:nu.: lliu.."

.TfMIMM'I 514, 184.9.
11
This pamphlet, which is a mOBt
11DDIBrCif'ul nposure of the ~·
inga ol the Directors ol the Eut
India Railway Company, inilict.a a
lacerating cutigation upon their
advocate, •An EBSt India Merchant,'
whose 'LettertoLordJohn RDMell,'
noticed in the • Mail ' ol :Nov. 2nd,
the ' Eut India Oflicer' conaiden
ae 'the eemi-oflidal manifesto' ol
the EBB& Indian Railway Company,

T
on beball of the Directon and em·
ployN.
" It ii lamentable to find that an
nndll1'taking, which, under proper
management, might have been made
one o! the pioneen o! great local

improfement in India, baa been

IO

mi.oconducted ; and the l'uhlic owe
thanko to the " E88t Inrua Officer"
who baa expo1ed the real oanaee or
10 mioerahle a failure."

Railwav1 in Bengal: being tlitl
Substanc• of a R~orl addre11ed
to Sir A. GALLOWAY, K.C.B •
by W. P. ANDRllW, Eaq.
Jlrom tlu " COLOlflAL .llfD AIIATIO
R11v111w," July 1852.
" The following paper (Railway•
in Bengal,) giving, in a oonden1rd

form, the publiabed opinions 0£ the
writer, wae, at the requeet of the late
Sir A. Galloway, K.C.B., eubmitted
to him when Chairman of the Eaet
India Company in 1849, and for·
warded by him to the Board of Con·

trol, who considered it sufficiently
important to retain possseoion of the
original. The Eaet India Railway
Company being aliout to apply for
additional capital, to enable it to
carry out the views contained in this ·
report, in place of those propounded
by ite own promoters and founders,
and recommended by the Indian
Railway CommiBoioners, the docu·
ment oouiee before the public at this
moment invested with additional in·
terest and authority."
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َﭘﮍﻫﻨﺪڙ َﻧ ُﺴﻞ ـ َ
پ َن
The Reading Generation
 1960ﺟــﻲ ڏﻫــﺎﻛﻲ ۾ﻋﺒــﺪא� ﺣﺴــﻴﻦ ” ُאدאس ﻧﺴــﻠﻴﻦ“ ﻧــﺎﻟﻲ
ﻛﺘــﺎب ﻟﮑﻴــﻮ 70 .وאري ڏﻫــﺎﻛﻲ ۾ وري ﻣــﺎﮢِ َ
ﻚ ” ُﻟﮍﻫﻨـ َـﺪڙ َﻧ ُﺴــﻞ“
ﻧﺎﻟﻲ ﻛﺘﺎب ﻟﮑﻲ ﭘﻨﻬﻨﺠﻲ َ
دور ﺟﻲ ﻋﻜﺎﺳﻲ ﻛﺮڻ ﺟﻲ ﻛﻮﺷﺶ
ﻛﺌﻲ .אﻣﺪאد ُﺣﺴﻴﻨﻲَء وري  70وאري ڏﻫﺎﻛﻲ ۾ﺋﻲ ﻟﮑﻴﻮ:
אﻧـﮅي ﻣﺎُء ﭴﮣـﻴـﻨـﺪي آﻫـﻲ אوﻧـﮅא ﺳـﻮﻧـﮅא َ
ﭔـﺎر
אﻳﻨﺪڙ ﻧﺴﻞ َﺳﻤﻮرو ﻫﻮﻧﺪو ﮔﻮﻧﮕﺎ ﭔﻮڙא َ
ﭔﺎر
ــــﺪڙَ ،
ﻫـــــﺮ دور ﺟـــــﻲ ﻧﻮﺟـــــﻮאﻧﻦ ﮐـــــﻲ ُאدאسُ ،ﻟﮍﻫﻨـ َ
ﻛﮍﻫﻨـــــﺪڙ،
ﻛ َﺮﻧـــﺪڙ ،אوﺳـــﻴﺌﮍو َ
ُ
ﻛ ﻨـ َ
ــﺪ ُڙ ،ﭜـــﺎڙي،
ﻛﮍﻫﻨـــﺪڙَ ،ﭔﺮﻧـــﺪڙُ ،ﭼﺮﻧـــﺪڙِ ،
َ
ُ
ﭜﺎﭴﻮﻛ ُﮍ ،ﻛﺎوڙﻳﻞ ۽ ِو َڙﻫﻨـﺪڙ ﻧﺴـﻠﻦ ﺳﺎن ﻣﻨﺴـﻮب ﻛـﺮي
ﮐﺎﺋﻮ،
َﺳــﮕﮭﺠﻲ ﭤــﻮَ ،ﭘــﺮ אﺳــﺎن אِﻧﻬــﻦ ﺳــﭝﻨﻲ ِوﭼــﺎن ”ﭘﮍﻫﻨــﺪڙ“ ﻧﺴــﻞ ﺟــﺎ
َ
ُ
ﺟﻲ دﻧﻴـﺎ
ﮘﻮﻻﺋﻮ آﻫﻴﻮن .ﻛﺘﺎﺑﻦ ﮐـﻲ ﻛـﺎﮘﺮ ﺗﺎن ﮐﮣـﻲ ﻛﻤـﭙﻴﻮﭨﺮ ِ
۾ آﮢﮡ ،ﭔﻴﻦ ﻟﻔﻈﻦ ۾ ﺑﺮ ﻗﻲ ﻛ ﺘﺎب ﻳﻌﻨـﻰ  e-booksﭠﺎﻫﻲ ورﻫـﺎﺋﮡ
وﻳﺠﮭــﮡ ۽ ﻫِـ َ
َ
ـﻚ ﭔِﺌــﻲ ﮐــﻲ
ﺟــﻲ وﺳــﻴﻠﻲ ﭘﮍﻫﻨــﺪڙ ﻧﺴــﻞ ﮐــﻲ َو َڌ َڻ،
ﻬﻜﺎري ﺗﺤﺮﻳﻚ ﺟﻲ رﺳﺘﻲ ﺗﻲ آﮢِ َﮡ ﺟﻲ َ
آس رﮐﻮن ﭤﺎ.
ﮘﻮﻟﻲ َﺳ
ِ

َﭘﮍﻫﻨﺪڙ َﻧ ُﺴﻞ ـ َ
پ َن

The Reading Generation

َ
َﭘﮍﻫﻨﺪڙ َﻧﺴﻞ َ
)ﭘ َ
ﺗﻨﻈﻴﻢ ﻧﺎﻫﻲُ .א َن ﺟــﻮ ﻛــﻮ ﺑــﻪ ﺻــﺪر،
ــﻦ( ﻛﺎ ﺑﻪ
ُﻋﻬﺪﻳﺪאر ﻳﺎ ﭘﺎﻳﻮ ِوﺟﮭﻨﺪڙ ﻧﻪ آﻫﻲ .ﺟﻴﻜﮇﻫﻦ ﻛﻮ ﺑﻪ ﺷﺨﺺ אﻫــﮍي
ـﻚ ﭴـﺎﮢﻮ ﺗــﻪ ُאﻫــﻮ ُ
دﻋﻮى ﻛﺮي ﭤــﻮ ﺗــﻪ َﭘـ َ
ﻛــﻮڙو آﻫــﻲ .ﻧــﻪ ﺋــﻲ وري
َﭘ َ
ــﻦ ﺟﻲ ﻧﺎﻟﻲ ﻛﻲ ﭘﺌﺴــﺎ ﮔــﮇ ﻛﻴــﺎ وﻳﻨــﺪא .ﺟﻴﻜــﮇﻫﻦ ﻛــﻮ אﻫــﮍي
ﻚ ﭴﺎﮢﻮ ﺗﻪ ُאﻫﻮ ﺑﻪ ُ
ﻛﻮﺷﺶ ﻛﺮي ﭤﻮ ﺗﻪ َﭘ َ
ﻛﻮڙو آﻫﻲ.
ِ
ﻬﮍيــَء َﻃـ َـﺮح وﮢــﻦ ﺟـﺎ َﭘـ َ
ـﻦ ﺳــﺎوא ،ﮘﺎڙﻫـﺎ ،ﻧﻴــﺮא ،ﭘﻴﻼ ﻳـﺎ ﻧﺎﺳــﻲ
َﺟ ِ
َ
ﻫﻮﻧﺪא آﻫﻦ َאﻫﮍيَء ﻃﺮح َﭘﮍﻫﻨﺪڙ َﻧ ُﺴﻞ وאرא َﭘ َ
ﻣﺨﺘ ِﻠﻒ آﻫــﻦ ۽
ــﻦ ﺑﻪ
ﻫﻮﻧﺪאُ .אﻫﻲ ﺳﺎﮘﺌﻲ ﺋﻲ وﻗﺖ ُאدאس ۽ ﭘﮍﻫﻨــﺪڙَ ،ﭔﺮﻧــﺪڙ ۽ ﭘﮍﻫﻨــﺪڙ،
ُﺳﺴــﺖ ۽ ﭘﮍﻫﻨــﺪڙ ﻳــﺎ ِوڙﻫﻨــﺪڙ ۽ ﭘﮍﻫﻨــﺪڙ ﺑــﻪ ﭤــﻲ ﺳــﮕﮭﻦ ﭤــﺎ .ﭔﻴــﻦ
ﻟﻔﻈﻦ ۾ َﭘ َ
ﻛ َﻠــﺐ  Exclusive Clubﻧــﻪ
ـﻦ ﻛﺎ ُﺧ
ﺼﻮﺻﻲ ۽ ﺗﺎﻟﻲ ﻟﮙﻞ ِ
ِ
آﻫﻲ.
ـﻦ ﺟــﺎ ﺳــﭛ َ
ﻛﻮﺷﺶ אﻫﺎ ﻫﻮﻧﺪي ﺗــﻪ َﭘـــ َ
ﻛــﻢ ﻛــﺎر َﺳــﻬﻜﺎري ۽
َرﺿﺎﻛﺎر ﺑﻨﻴﺎدن ﺗﻲ ﭤﻴﻦ ،ﭘــﺮ ﻣﻤﻜــﻦ آﻫــﻲ ﺗــﻪ ﻛــﻲ ﻛــﻢ ُאﺟﺮﺗــﻲ
ـﻦ ﭘــﺎڻ ﻫِ َ
ﺑﻨﻴــﺎدن ﺗــﻲ ﺑــﻪ ﭤِﻴــﻦ .אﻫــﮍي ﺣــﺎﻟﺖ ۾ َﭘــ َ
ﻜ ِﭕﺌــﻲ ﺟــﻲ ﻣــﺪد
َ
ﻛـــﺮڻ ﺟـــﻲ ُאﺻـ َ
ــﻮل ﻫﻴـــﭟ ڏي َو ُٺ ﻛﻨـــﺪא ۽ ﻏﻴﺮﺗﺠـــﺎرﺗﻲ non-
 commercialرﻫﻨـــﺪאَ .ﭘ َـﻨــــﻦ ﭘـــﺎرאن ﻛﺘـــﺎﺑﻦ ﮐـــﻲ ڊِﺟ ِﻴﭩـــﺎﺋِﻴﺰ digitize
ﻛﺮڻ ﺟﻲ َﻋﻤـ َـﻞ ﻣـﺎن ﻛـﻮ ﺑـﻪ ﻣــﺎﻟﻲ ﻓﺎﺋـﺪو ﻳـﺎ ﻧﻔﻌــﻮ ﺣﺎﺻـﻞ ﻛـﺮڻ
ﺟﻲ ﻛﻮﺷﺶ ﻧﻪ ﻛﺌﻲ وﻳﻨﺪي.
ﻛﺘﺎﺑﻦ ﮐﻲ ڊِﺟ ِﻴﭩﺎﺋِﻴﺰ ﻛﺮڻ ﮐﺎن ﭘـﻮ ﭔﻴـﻮ אﻫــﻢ ﻣﺮﺣﻠـﻮ ِورﻫـﺎﺋﮡ
 distributionﺟﻮ ﭤﻴﻨﺪو .אِﻫﻮ ﻛﻢ ﻛﺮڻ وאرن ﻣــﺎن ﺟﻴﻜــﮇﻫﻦ ﻛــﻮ
ﭘﻴﺴﺎ ﻛﻤﺎﺋﻲ ﺳﮕﮭﻲ ﭤﻮ ﺗﻪ ﭜﻠﻲ ﻛﻤــﺎﺋﻲُ ،رﮘــﻮ َﭘ َـﻨـــﻦ ﺳــﺎن ُאن ﺟــﻮ
ﻛﻮ ﺑﻪ ﻻﮘﺎﭘﻮ ﻧﻪ ﻫﻮﻧﺪو.
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َﭘ َﻨﻦ ﮐﻲ ُﮐﻠﻴﻞ אﮐﺮن ۾ ﺻﻼح ڏﺟﻲ ﭤﻲ ﺗﻪ ﻫﻮ َو َ
س ﭘﭩﺎﻧــﺪڙ و ِڌ
ﻛﺮي ﻛﺘــﺎﺑﻦ ﺟــﻲ َ
ﮐﺎن َو ِڌ ﻛﺘﺎب ﺧﺮﻳﺪ َ
ﻟﻴﮑ َ
ﻜــﻦ ،ﮀﭙﺎﺋﻴﻨــﺪڙن ۽
ﮀﺎﭘﻴﻨﺪڙن ﮐﻲ ﻫِﻤﭥﺎﺋِﻦ .ﭘﺮ ﺳﺎﮘﺌﻲ وﻗﺖ ﻋِﻠﻢ ﺣﺎﺻﻞ ﻛﺮڻ ۽ ﭴﺎڻ
ﮐﻲ ﭰﻬﻼﺋﮡ ﺟﻲ ﻛﻮﺷﺶ دورאن َ
َ
ﻛﺎوٽ ﮐﻲ ﻧﻪ ﻣﭹﻦ.
ﻛﻨﻬﻦ ﺑﻪ ُر
ـﺖِ ،ﺳـ َ
ﻋﻠﻢَ ،
ﮔﻴـﺖ ،ﺑﻴـ َ
َ
ﺷﻴﺦ َא َ
َ
ﻳﺎز َ
َ
ـﭧ،
ڏאﻫـﭗ ﮐـﻲ
ﺳﻤﺠﮫ ۽
ﭴﺎڻ،
ﻜﺎر ﺳﺎن َﺗﺸﺒﻴﻬﻪ ڏﻳﻨﺪي אﻧﻬﻦ ﺳﭝﻨﻲ ﮐﻲ َﺑﻤﻦ ،ﮔــﻮﻟﻴﻦ ۽ ﺑـ َ
ُﭘ َ
ـﺎرود
ﺟﻲ ﻣ ِﺪ ﻣﻘﺎﺑﻞ ﺑﻴﻬﺎرﻳﻮ آﻫﻲ .אﻳﺎز ﭼﻮي ﭤﻮ ﺗﻪ:
ﮔــﻴــﺖ ﺑـ ِﻪ ﭴــﮡ ﮔـــﻮرﻳــﻼ آﻫــــﻦ ،ﺟـﻲ وﻳﺮيَء ﺗـﻲ وאر َ
َ
ﻛـﺮن ﭤﺎ.
……
ﺟﺌﻦ ﺟﺌﻦ ﺟﺎڙ وڌي ﭤﻲ َﺟ َ
ﮗ ۾ ،ﻫــﻮ ﭔـﻮﻟﻲَء ﺟـﻲ آڙ ُﮀـﭙﻦ ﭤـﺎ؛
ﮫ ﭘـﻬــﺎڙ ُﮀــﭙـﻦ ﭤـﺎ؛
رﻳــﺘــﻲَء ﺗــﻲ رאﺗــﺎﻫــﺎ ﻛـــﻦ ﭤــﺎ ،ﻣﻮﭨـﻲ َﻣـﻨـﺠـ ِ
……
ﻛﺎﻟﻬ َﻪ ُﻫﻴﺎ ﺟﻲ ُﺳﺮخ ُﮔﻠﻦ ﺟﻴﺌﻦ ،אﭴـــﻜـــﻠـﻬﻪ ﻧــﻴـﻼ ﭘــﻴـﻼ آﻫــﻦ؛
َ
ﮔــﻴــﺖ ﺑـ ِﻪ ﭴــﮡ ﮔـــﻮرﻳــﻼ آﻫــــﻦ........
…………
ُ
ﺑـﻴﺖ َאﭤﻲ ،ﻫﻲ َﺑـﻢ -ﮔﻮﻟﻮ،
ﻫﻲ
ﺟﻴﻜﻲ ﺑﻪ ﮐﮣﻴﻦ ،ﺟﻴﻜﻲ ﺑﻪ ﮐﮣﻴﻦ!
ﻣـﻮن ﻻِء ﭔـﻨـﻬﻲ ۾ َﻓ َـﺮ ُق ﻧﻪ آ ،ﻫـﻲ ُ
ﺑﻴﺖ ﺑﻪ َﺑ َ
ـﻢ ﺟـﻮ ﺳﺎﭤـﻲ آ،
ﺟﻨﻬﻦ ِر َڻ ۾ رאت َ
ﻛﻴﺎ رאڙא ،ﺗﻨﻬﻦ َﻫ َـﮇ ۽ َﭼ َ
ـﻢ ﺟﻮ ﺳﺎﭤـﻲ آ ـــ
ـﺎب ﺳــﺎن אﮢﭵﺎﮢــﺎﺋﻲ ﮐــﻲ َ
אِن ﺣﺴـ َ
ﭘـﺎڻ ﺗــﻲ אِﻫــﻮ ﺳــﻮﭼﻲ َﻣﮍﻫــﮡ ﺗـﻪ
”ﻫﺎﮢﻲ وﻳﮍﻫﻪ ۽ ﻋﻤﻞ ﺟﻮ دور آﻫﻲُ ،אن ﻛــﺮي ﭘﮍﻫــﮡ ﺗــﻲ وﻗــﺖ ﻧــﻪ
وﭸﺎﻳﻮ“ ﻧﺎدאﻧﻲَء ﺟﻲ ﻧﺸﺎﻧﻲ آﻫﻲ.
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ﻛﺘﺎﺑﻲ ﻛﻴﮍن وאﻧﮕﺮ ُرﮘﻮ ﻧِﺼﺎﺑﻲ ﻛﺘــﺎﺑﻦ
َﭘ َﻨﻦ ﺟﻮ ﭘﮍﻫﮡ ﻋﺎم ِ
ﺗــﺎﺋﻴﻦ ﻣﺤــﺪود ﻧــﻪ ﻫﻮﻧــﺪو .رﮘــﻮ ﻧﺼــﺎﺑﻲ ﻛﺘــﺎﺑﻦ ۾ ﭘــﺎڻ ﮐــﻲ ﻗﻴــﺪ
ﻛﺮي ﮀﮇڻ ﺳﺎن ﺳﻤﺎج ۽ ﺳﻤﺎﺟﻲ ﺣﺎﻟﺘﻦ ﺗﺎن ﻧﻈﺮ ﮐﭵﻲ وﻳﻨــﺪي ۽
ﻧﺘﻴﺠﻲ ﻃﻮر ﺳﻤﺎﺟﻲ ۽ ﺣﻜﻮﻣــﺘﻲ ﭘﺎﻟﻴﺴــﻴﻮن  policiesאﮢﭵــﺎﮢﻦ ۽
ﻧــﺎدאﻧﻦ ﺟــﻲ ﻫﭥــﻦ ۾ رﻫﻨــﺪﻳﻮنَ .ﭘــ َ
ـﻦ ﻧِﺼــﺎﺑﻲ ﻛﺘــﺎﺑﻦ ﺳــﺎن ﮔﮇوﮔــﮇ
אدﺑــﻲ ،ﺗــﺎرﻳﺨﻲ ،ﺳﻴﺎﺳــﻲ ،ﺳــﻤﺎﺟﻲ ،אﻗﺘﺼــﺎدي ،ﺳﺎﺋﻨﺴــﻲ ۽ ﭔﻴــﻦ
ﻛﺘﺎﺑﻦ ﮐﻲ ﭘﮍﻫﻲ ﺳﻤﺎﺟﻲ ﺣــﺎﻟﺘﻦ ﮐــﻲ ﺑﻬــﺘﺮ ﺑﻨــﺎﺋﮡ ﺟــﻲ ﻛﻮﺷــﺶ
ﻛﻨﺪא.
َﭘﮍﻫﻨﺪڙ َﻧ ُﺴﻞ ﺟﺎ َﭘ َ
ـﻦ ﺳﭝﻨﻲ ﮐــﻲ ﮀــﻮ ،ﮀــﺎﻻِء ۽ ﻛـﻴﻨﺌــﻦ ﺟﻬــﮍن
ﻴﺎن ﺗــﻲ ﻻﮘــﻮ ﻛــﺮڻ ﺟــﻲ ﻛـ َ
ﺳﻮאﻟﻦ ﮐﻲ ﻫﺮ َﺑ َ
ـﻮٺ ڏﻳــﻦ ﭤــﺎ ۽ אﻧﻬــﻦ
َ
ﺟﻮאب ﮘــﻮﻟﮡ ﮐــﻲ ﻧــﻪ رﮘــﻮ ﭘﻨﻬﻨﺠــﻮ ﺣـﻖ،
ﺗﻲ وﻳﭽﺎر ﻛﺮڻ ﺳﺎن َﮔﮇ
ﭘﺮ ﻓﺮض ۽ אﮢﭩﺮ ﮔﮭﺮج  unavoidable necessityﺳﻤﺠﮭﻨﺪي ﻛﺘــﺎﺑﻦ
ﮐﻲ ﭘﺎڻ ﭘﮍﻫﮡ ۽ وڌ ﮐــﺎن وڌ ﻣــﺎﮢﻬﻦ ﺗــﺎﺋﻴﻦ ﭘﻬﭽــﺎﺋﮡ ﺟــﻲ ﻛﻮﺷــﺶ
ﺟﺪﻳﺪ ﺗﺮﻳﻦ ﻃﺮﻳﻘﻦ وﺳﻴﻠﻲ ﻛﺮڻ ﺟﻮ وﻳﭽﺎر رﮐﻦ ﭤﺎ.

ﺗﻮﻫﺎن ﺑــﻪ ﭘﮍﻫـ َ
ـﮡ ،ﭘﮍﻫــﺎﺋﮡ ۽ ﭰﻬﻼﺋــﮡ ﺟــﻲ אِن ﺳــﻬﻜﺎري
ﺗﺤﺮﻳــﻚ ۾ ﺷــﺎﻣﻞ ﭤــﻲ ﺳــﮕﮭﻮ ﭤــﺎَ ،ﺑــﺲ ﭘﻨﻬﻨﺠــﻲ אوﺳــﻲ
ﭘﺎﺳــﻲ ۾ ِڏﺳــﻮ ،ﻫــﺮ ﻗﺴــﻢ ﺟــﺎ ﮘﺎڙﻫــﺎ ﺗــﻮڙي ﻧﻴــﺮא ،ﺳــﺎوא
ﺗﻮڙي ﭘﻴﻼ ﭘﻦ ﺿﺮور ﻧﻈﺮ אﭼﻲ وﻳﻨﺪא.
ﭜﺎﻛﻲ ﭘﺎﺋﻲ ﭼﻴﻮ ﺗﻪ ”ﻣﻨﻬﻨﺠﺎ ﭜﺎُء
وڻ وڻ ﮐﻲ ﻣﻮن
ِ
ــﻦ َﭘ َ
ﭘﻬﺘﻮ ﻣﻨﻬﻨﺠﻲ ﻣﻦ ۾ ﺗﻨﻬﻨﺠﻲ َﭘ َ
ــﻦ ﺟﻮ ﭘـﮍﻻُء“.
ــ אﻳﺎز )ﻛﻠﻬﻲ ﭘﺎﺗﻢ ﻛﻴﻨﺮو(
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