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The origin of Thatta, now a district headquarter town
in the Hyderabad Division of Sind, has remained shrouded
in mystery. The traditional lore of Sind assigns its
foundation to antiquity. equating it with that of Multan.
Says one of the four women of the lore (each one asserting
that she is the eldest one):

When Thatta was being founded and Multan was
being built.

With one hundred friends I had carried earth on my
head.
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"Muhammad Tahir Nisyani write; in 'Tarikh-e-Tahri'

that Shaikh Baha al-Din Zakriyya was originally a Sindhi

and was born in 565 A H at ,,&. Sakur (Sukkur), then

migrated to Multan with his other parents, after the

downfall of Habbari dynasty of Sindh."
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(1) For a long time then, through centuries Brohies. particularly of 'Jhalwan'
continue migrating into Sindh, during the winter season. Thus. Sir Dennys
Bray says "visiting Sindh winter after winter, he (Brohi) comes to look
upon it, as a land of ease, after his own inhospitable mountains.” The
whole belt (Jacobabad) running through Larkana. finally emerging into
Dadu district. became a "BALOCHI-BROHI Belt." According to the 1941
census. Balochi population constituted 23 percent of the total Muslim pop-
ulation of the province of Sindh.

NASSER BROHI: "STUDIES IN BRAHUI HISTORY." pp-96-98

55 > b 2l e e o o 5 Sl e 2l ()
AL gl b g ld b s b old L Uy s ol 20

ST 5 J o o Gios > (LT Galo) M
s e lo 2l s U G ol Ly ol ol S

(3) "SINDH JO AJRAK" BY NOOR JEHAN BILGRAMI,

(4) "As far as written records are concerned, it would appear that poetry in the
Sindhi Language was composed as early as the Soomra period
(1032-1350). L.H. Advani argues that prior to Sumra rule no specimen of
Sindhi poetry has survived. According to him the Sindhi Literature of the
Hindu period and pre-sumra period has perished beyond recall.” ------
During the Sumra and Samma periods the use of Sindhi Language was
encouraged.” DURR-E-SHAHWAR SAYED: "THE POETRY OF SHAH

ABDUL LATIF" pp- 3-4.
'U‘“I [SVY =N ;ls_a.l...m OKQ|M s i Lu)bg.«.l’ (e)
(6) The Origin of Thatta By Dr. N.A.Baloach.
(7) AHMED NABI KHAN: "MULTAN-HISTORY & ARCHITECTURE."

"‘u‘“‘ =Y OLA u.a'..‘)s...u Wt uL«Jw J_,AY” (A)
(9) The History ot ancient Multan remains shrouded in mystery, until the close
of the fifth century. A.D. AHMED NABI KHAN: "History & Architecture of

Multan”. pp-21.
(10) M. H. PANHWAR: "A CHRONOLOGICAL DICTIONARY OF SINDH."
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"The vacant dwellings were ransacked by the
Mongols, the walls raised to the ground, and Tuli
drew off. The only survivors of the city apparently
were five thousand Mohammedans, who had con-
cealed themselves in cellars and these did not live

long. Some troops of the horde returned to the city,
hunted them down and left the place empty of human
life."
GENGHES KHAN
EMPEROR OF ALL MEN
BY
HAROLD LAMB
LONDON, 1928.
P.P. 165
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From the Journal of the North China Branch of the Roval Asiatic Society. Vol. LVI
GENGHIS KHAN
Reproduced from a painting in the possession of Kung-sang-no-érh-pu.

Prince of Kd-la-ch'in, a descodant of Genghis Khan.
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"Even at the present day the remnants of this once
powerful body are widely. though sparsely. scattered through
the East. in Svria. Persia. East Africa. Central Asia and India.
where the Agha Khan -- 2 lineal descedant of Ruknud - Din
Khurshah. the last Grand Master of Alamut. who himself
claimed descent through Nizar. the son of al-Mustansir, the
Fatimid Caliph. from Ismail. the Seventh Imam. and
great-great-great-grandson of the Prophet's cousin and
son-in-taw. 'Ali b. Abi Talib -- is still honoured as the titular
head of this branch of the Ismailis.”
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He who could pierce the hard ground. with a dagger. could also
nierce the soft bosom of sultan.
The Rubaivat of Omar Khayyam:
Translated and with an introduction by Paricher Kasra:

Scholars Facsimiles of reprints.
Delmar. New York. U.S.A.
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In the primary course the student had

already learnt the simple form of the Arabic
conjugations. The works studied were the
Mizan-i-sarf by Ldl Shdhbdz, the famous
scholar and saint of Sehwan. Then followed
study of the Ajdns or Munshaib rules for the
formation of the increased derivatives, and the
Kisim-i-doyyum for the irregular verbs. Both
these works were by Ldl Shdhbdz but were
written in Persian. The next book to be read
was Akd, also by Ldl Shdhbdz, in Arabic and
Persian mixed, dealing with the permutation
of letters.
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Sage ou o b liw ray

Sufism is a fact. and potent one. of Islamic reality in the Soviet
Union. It has never been a negligibe factor in the conduct of relations
betwecn Russians and the Muslims of the empire. and given the domes-
tic and foreign stimuli which affect it. it is unlikely to become negligi-
blc in the future. Therefore Sufism should not and cannot be seen as
something of simply anecdotal significance. a colourful byproduct of
Islam in the Soviet state. or a termporal factor that can be brushed aside
as facking in meaning... Soviet state is a closed society. We tend to see
its problems as sui generis. Of course. many are. but it would be wrong
to sec Sufism in this light. Sufism in the Soviety Union has developed
in ways which do indeed reflect its immediate political and social mi-
lieu. but Sufism per se is a worldwide phenomenon. Therefore, Sufism
in the Seviet Union must be viewed in this broader comparative per-
spective, as well as in its own distinctive environment.

Sufism has engaged. rather over-optimistically, the atiention of
pre-Soviet and Soviet Rusians. It is something which refuses to go
away. A. Le Chatelier. in his L'/slam au XiXeme Siecle (Paris, 1888)
obserbved in the North African context that "It 1s necessary (o insist on
the vitality of mystical Islam. It is this [slam which in the nineteenth
century 1s the active religious principle.” Writing a decaded later. the
sul'manstvu, vol. 3 Tashkent. 1898) made a similar and. we believe, ap-
progriate observations:

"Given the immobility of official Islamic dogmas,
all intellectual movements in the Musiim world must
cover themselves with the tlag of Sutism. The renais-
sance of Islam can take place only under its in-
fluence... Every new idea, any movement. political or
eligious, reactionary or revolutionary, will cover it-
self with the flag of Sufism”.

These observations. although written in the last century, should
command our attention today.
Mystics and Commissars
Sufism in the Soviet Union
ALEXANDRE BENNIGSEN
S. ENDERS WIMRBUSH
C. HURST & COMPANY.LONDON. 1985
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