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Levsant.

Dieu — quos son nom solt béai ot ses lousnges oflébrées! — a pariagd les
merveilles de m création en dix paris, nonf su pillor du Levant, une aux trols
autres piliem, qui sond le Couchsut, lo Nord el lo Bed. Des neul parta sbiri-
brées an Levank, hoft sppartisaneac b I'Inde ot & le Chine, una semnle an
reste de 1'Orient.

1. Des choses de 1Tuds, voled ce qne nons a ymconts b Bears Ahon-Mobam-
mod al-Hugan, fils d'Amr, fis do Hammawdh, fls de Hardm, fily d¢ Hamma-
wéth de Nadjirem,

»J'4tnis, dit-dl, & Mansours dana l'uonée 288. Un homime respectable de
cette villa, perammuagp digns de foi, mpprit qu’en 270 lo voi du BA, nommb
Mahronk, fils de Raky, le plae puissaat des xois do iInde, dsus s région aitude
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entxe le haut et le bas Cachomire, dorivik mu préfet de Manmmia, Ahdsllal,
fla d'0wmay, fiis d’Abd-al-Axiz, pour Jui demander vne trsdustion des los Ge
Yllsm en kugne indienms.

»Abdaliah fit part de' la demande & un homme qm se trouvait slom i@
Mansoura, perspunage origineire de I'lraq, eeprit mnpérigur, d'nme bellé intel-
Ligsuce, podts, qui mvait été dlové dans YInds et en comnaimeait les diverses

Cot homme mit en vers tont oe qui élalt néoesasire pour la cou-
nalseance de la religion, et son tavall fat envoyé mu roi. Ie prince trouva
cels admirable et pria Abdallah de hi envoyer 'sutenr. I'homms fut done
expddid vers 1o voi: il dememm I trole ans, puis Il yevint & Mansours. Le
préft lo questionns sar lo sonvsrain dn RA.  Jo I'af guié, dit l'homme,
alors quil #alt déjA mmsulman de oour et de boucha Mals la eralute d'dtew
dépoanddé da som poaveir I'empdchali do profowser ouvertement ITalam. Il me
demands de lui toeduire lo Coran on indien. Co que jo fila Jen étals b la
sowrate Yo-8in, ¢t jo lui traduisis la parole de Dien: ,Qui rend 1a vis aux
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do .pierres précismses ot de perles d'ane valemr incomparabla ,RBedis-moi
dit-il. Je lo:répétai. Anmitst il deacendit de son troue et fit guelques pi
Ia terre qui avuit ébé mrrosda d'eau et qni était humide. Puis il wppw
Jjons eur Je sol et pleura, de sorte que aon visage fut souillé de bome
me dit-i, c'est Jui 1o Mattre gu'on doit edorer, le premier, I'ancien, celx
D's point de semblable!” 11 s'étmit feit faire-un cebinet pexticulier et 'y

rait souy prétexts d'aflires importantes, mala en réalité poar prier se
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We also would like to give our sincere thanks to Dr. Shabbir Ahmad
Mughal, from the Government College, Sahiwal, Punjab, who found the translations
published in Pakistan; to Mr. Atique Zafar Sheikh, Director of National Archives of
Pakistan; to Mr. Ahmad Khan from the Islamabad Islamic University; Mr. Rehan-ul
Haq from the Kashmiri University, who sent us information about the Kashmiri
translations; M:. Ghulam Rabbani from the Sindhi Adabi Board, who sent us
information about the Sindhi translations; and to Prof. Dr. Muhammad Mujibur
Rehman from the Bangladesh Rajshahi University, who gave us information about
Bengali translations; Dr. A. R. Bedar, Director of Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public
Library in India, for sending us the list of translations in their library; Mr. M. Morjen
who sent us information from the India Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute; Dr.
Muhammad Aslam, who worked at our Centre as research expert and assisted with
the translations and txanscriptions from Urdu.

We wxsh to menuon the studies Wthh were made earller in partlcular the
works of Prof. Muhammad Hamidullah, the great Islamic scholar; Liste des
Traductions du Coran, appeared in his French translation of the Holy Qur'an and
comprising translations made in the Western languages. It is our moral obligation and

pleasure to express the great appreciation we have for the assistance and
encouragement we received from him.
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Then all the people of Medina visited him and prayed
over him. They came in relays, and each small gathering
prayed the funeral prayer -- firstly the men, group after
group, and then when all the men had visited him, the
women came, and after them the children.
Great was the sorrow in the City of Light, as Medina
now is called. The Companions rebuked each other for
weeping, but wept themselves. “Not for him do I weep,” said
Umm Ayman, when questioned about her tears. “Know I not
that Ke hath gone to that which is better for him than this
world? But I weep for the tidings of Heaven whick have been
cut off from us.”
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He was the only man in history, who was supermely
successful, on both the religious and secular levels. Today,
fourteen centuries after his death his influence is still powerful
and pervasive. It is this un-paralleled combination of secular
and religious influence, which I feel entitles Muhammad to be
considered the most influential figure in human history.
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Word by word translation of the Qur'an identicai to the
original text is impossible. Any one who has some experience
of translation knows that the translation of any book, does not

measure up to its original. How much more so the Revealed

book which is inimitabie both in meaning and composition.
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"For completing the present work the like of which, as for
as I know, has not been attempted before by any scholar.”
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(1) Mir Ahmed Yar Khan: "Inside Baluchistan”, p.76, Royal Book Company,
Karachi, 1975.
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(13) Inside Baluchistan, p.p. 82-83.
(14) A. Aziz Luni: "Afghans of the Frontier passes”, p. 227.
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