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laying bare of that illusion. In other words, the
lowest common denominator of metafiction is
simultaneously to create a fiction and to make a
statement about the creation of that fiction.”
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written by that same cide Hamete Benengeli from
whom Cervantes derived don Quixote. In it, we
read that the hero (who, as everyone knows,
wandered the roads of spain armed with a lance
and sword, challenging anyone for any reason)
discovers, after one of his many combats, that he
has killed a man. At that point the fragment
breaks off, the problem is to guess, or hypothesize,
how don Quixote reacts.

So far as I can see, there are three
possibilities. The first is a negative one: nothing in
particular happens, because in the hallucinatory
world of don Quixote, death is no more uncommon
than magic, and there is no reason that killing a
mere man should disturb one who does battle, or
thinks he does battle, with fabled beasts and
80rcerers.
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“The most incredible part of our story,
however, is yet to come, after the slave Salome
accompanies jesus to the cave and leaves him there
at his request, Leave me alone between these dark

walls, that | may hear my first cry in the deep
silence, if echoes can last that long.”
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