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PREFACE 
This is the eleventh book, in serial order, compiled 

under the Sindhi Adabi Board's Folklore and Literature 
Project, approved in 1986 for collection, compilation and 
publication of Sindhi folklore. 

Work on this project started in January 1956, and 
the first two years were devoted mainly to the collection of 
the oral tradition and written record. The oral tradition was 
reduced to writing through a net-work of field workers. One 
stationed in each taluka (a district unit) area. The 
compilation and publication work commenced from 1959. So 
far 38 volumes have been published and this is 39th which is 
being issued now. 

This book pertains to Sindhi Singar Poetry_ its origin, 
early development and later history. The chapter wise 
contents arc summarized below to indicate the substance and 
scope of this work. 
CHAPTER 1 (pp. 25-51). The Perspective. Rasa and 
Shringar Rasa; the Hindi Singhar Rasa poetics; Nayaka 
Bhcd; Solah & Barah Singhar: Examples from Mohammad 
.Ja' isi' s 'Padmavaf and from the later popular imagery of 
the ideal beauty of 'Padmani'; Hindi Sighar Rasa 
compositions reaching Slndh through the Hindustani retinue 
of the Mughal governors of Bakhar and Thatta in Sindh and 
also through the mutilated bardic tradition of the 
neighboring Rajasthan regions particularly through th 
c'Dhola-Maru' folklore. 
CHAPTER-II (pp. 52-88). Sindhi Singar Poetry. Its stylistic 
development with the employment of multiple synonyms 
mastered through the terminology of 'Daha.rnama '; an all­
indusivc concept of 'beauty'; human beauty enhanced in 
conjunction with natures beauty (e.g. the beautiful maid 
working in the natural environment of colourful clouds, the 
drizzle, the rainbow, and the green pasture); the concept of 
unic1ue unsurpassablc beauty of the beloved; the highly 
qualitative notions of beauty in term of fragrance, softness, 
radiance and sweetness; the Sufistic spiritualized view· of 
'Ideal Beauty', the Holy Prophet (PBUH) being the model of 
beauty in form and behaviour. 



( 4) 

CHAPTER-Ill (pp. 89-123). Jalal Khattri as the Leading 
Light in the Firmament of Sindhi Singar Poetry. A washer 
man-cum-dyer by profession, Jalal belonged to Moondar in 
the present Dadu district and died by about 1740 A.C. (?). 

From the turn of the 1 i" century onward, he developed and 
perfected the 'Sindhi Singar Poetics' in terms of creative 
themes, ingenuous similitudes, artistic expression and superb 
imagery. 
CHAPTER-IV (pp. 124-135) Contemporaries of Jalal. Nine 
poets (whose composition discovered) were the most likely 
contemporaries of Jalal on the basis of their style and 
expression. 
CHAPTER-V (pp. 136-160). Poets of the Next Period. 
Compositions of nineteen poets who flourished during the 
second half of the 12th century A.H./18th century A.C. 
CHAPTER-VI (pp. 161-230). Poets of the Talpur Period. 
Fifty poets of this period (1196-1259 A.H./1786-1843. A.C.) 
Whose compositions have been laid under contribution. 
Some of them probably survived until the next period of 
British colonial rule (1843-1947), but the era of 'Sindhi 
Singar Poetyr' came to an end with the dawn of the 20th 

century. 
CHAPTER-VII (pp. 270-231). The Present Period {1955-
1986). Interest in 'Sindhi Sigar Poetry' has been revived 
during this period. Compositions of contemporary poets. 

Islamabad N.A. Baloch 
20 September 1986. 
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