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PREFACE

This is the Fourteenth Book, in serial order, compiled under
the Sindhi Adabi Board’s Folklore and Literature Project, approved
in 1956 for collection, compilation and publication of Sindhi
Folklore.

The work on the project started in January 1956, and first
two years were devoted mainly to the collection of oral tradition
and written record. The oral tradition was reduced to writing
through a network of field workers, one stationed in each Taluka
(a district unit) area. The compilation and publication work com-
menced from 1959. So far, more than forty volumes compiled on
thrity nine generic varieties of Sindhi folklore have been published.
This book pertains to the 40th generic variety, viz. the ‘Hunur
Composition’.

HUNUR is the Sindhized pronunciation of the Persian word
HUNR which means art. The ‘Hunur Compositions’ in the Sindhi
folk tradition are the ‘artful compositions’, the hunur therein denot-
ing an artistic employment of the punning technique (San’at tajnis)
in a variety of forms known only in the few comparable examples
in ‘llm Badi’ wa Ma’ani in Arabic and Persian literary tradition.
Many of the poets who composed the ‘Hunur poems were illiter-
ate, and yet the continuity and popularity of the tradition enabled
them to create meritorious compositions. For this volume, only
the more standard Hunur compositions were selected from the
very large number of the recorded ones. Besides those of un-
known authors, many ‘hunur poems’ carry the names of their
composers. They are not less than eighty—eight, ranging from the
early 18th century to the present times.

The contents in brief that follow would indicate the nature

and scope of the traditional *hunur compositions’.

Hyderabad, Sindh. N.A.Baloch
22.12.91. Director of Project.
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