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Thus it is that Modernist art has had
special relations with the modern city...
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The pull and push of the city, its
attraction and repulsion have provided
themes and attitudes that run deep in
literature, where the city has become
metaphor rather than place. (P:97)
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The Modern Literature should, with
merciless truth, show people with flesh
and blood and passions, yet without
thereby transgressing the limits set by the
work of art itself, but rather indeed
enhancing the art itself, but rather indeed
enhancing the aesthetic effect by the
sheer extent of the truth to nature!
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°It is the office of the Poet to give novelty

to old things, authority to the new, beauty

to the rude, light to the obscure, faith to

the doubtful and to all things their true

nature, and to their true nature all things.”
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EPILOGUE

'""Age can not wither her,
nor custom state her infinite variety"

This self-authored and self-selected anthology of 25 articles
which combine in content literary criticism, focused interalia, on
life sketches of poets and men of letters, some contemporary
pulsating with life, with almost audible heart throbs of their art
and emotion, their poctical flight of imagery coupled with depth
and dclicacy of thought and some others now. living far off from
spheres of our mundane sorrows in derisive silence of eternity
is admirable evidence of fine taste for infinite variety of
Sahar Imdad in the field of literature:

""Age can not wither her, nor custom state her infinite variety"
Shakespeare

Sahar's Journey

Sahar's continuous literary journey spans more than three
and half decades witnessing a variety of terrain all fascinating
ranging from poetry which is so natural to her, to criticism,
research and belles-lettres. This Anthology starts with article on
"Poct Pocesy and Poctic Cognition" where this vast subject in time
dating back to carly life of man in society, in form and content
ever expanding and profound and in effect is so soothing,
comforting, so arousing and slumbering, has been dealt with
erudite allusion and reference in eloquent diction . Yet the subject
is so vast and deep, leaving an eager desire with the reader that it
could have gone on still further.

Selection of poets and men of letters dates back to middle of
the nincteenth Century starting with Mir Abdul Hussain Sangi to
contemporary times culminating with laudable tribute to Mehran
Quarterly  Magazine for its invaluable contribution to
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Sindhi Language. Literature and Social thought. This Quarterly
has been shown to have scaled highest summits of scholarly and
literary glory with occasional drop to fustian, ever since its
inception in 1946. The first editorial board continued giants and
luminaries as Maulana Dina Muhammad Wafai: Chief Editor and
Lalchand Amardino Mal: Managing Editor and Dr. Haroomal
Sadarangani Editor. The editorial board was chaired by
Dr. Usman Ali Ansari. Partition of the Subcontinent with all
tumultuous events in society, literature, history and geography
brought a sad, quiet and long and meditative recess to Mehran's
publication. The three periods of the successive editors
Mohaimmad 1brahim Joyo, Ghulam Muhammad Grami and
Imdad Hussaini, gave to Mehran and its readership literature of
beauty imagination and thought relevant to problems issues and
persecution of society. Followed by aimless rambling,
purposeless and petty conflicts having little scholarly and literary
significance. On the whole Mehran's contribution to society, and
learned readership and promoting high quality authorship has
emerged in bold relief.

Article on Shah Abdul Latifs Poetry, since his poetry is
immortal and timeless fits in excellently in the galaxy of poets,
scholars and intellectuals who have left their mark, more so to
bring out Larifs lasting impress on literary, cultural and mystical
mindset of Sindhi society.

Creative writers, be they poets, play wrights, or
fiction writers. when they enter the realm of criticism or research,
lend refreshing redolence of their diction, with lasting effect on
the mind of their reader. Sahar leaves this feeling to sink deeply
into the heart of her readers.

> ‘ ‘
v =
Mazharul Haq Siddiqui s.i.
Vice-Chancellor,
University of Sindh, Jamshoro



INTRODUCTION

Dr. Sahar Imdad Hussaini was born in a very learned family,
on 20" July 1951 in Hyderabad Sindh. Her father was a bureaucrat
and her mother a tcacher. She inherited all the good faculties from
hoth and blended them with her own persona.

She did her M.LA and PhD from University of Sindh,
Jamshoro. At present, she is a professor, at the Department of
Sindhi Literature, University of Sindh, with 33 years of
University teaching experience. She is a professor of poetry. As a
modern Poet. modern Sindhi poetry is her domain, but she has
equal mastery on Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai’s art and craft.

Dr. Sahar Imclad Hussaini is an acclaimed research scholar.
She has attended more than 70 Conferences, Seminars,
Workshops and presented her research papers on various topics of
Sindhi literature, specially on Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai, Sachal,
Sami. Sangi, Qaleech and other modern Sindhi poets. Her in-depth
study. analytical style, creative faculties and command on
language makes her research papers creative and original. Her
PhD thesis: “Modern Sindhi Poetry- a new Classic (1955-1975)”
introduced a new theory to the modern aspects of Sindhi poetry
and its impact is intense.

Sahar Imdad started writing poetry at the age of 12. She
started writing articles and stories during her college life. She
worked for radio and television in her teens. Her poetry is unique
in its diction. rhyme, rhythm, and style. Her poetry and short stories
were regularly published in various Sindhi magazines like:
Mehran (qrtrly), Rooh Rehan, Nain Zindagi, Sohni and Aarsi.



She writes in Urdu and English as well. During 70’s, she
shared the same stage with her seniors, like: Abdul Karim Gadaee,
Shaikh Avaz, Tanveer Abassi and also Imdad Hussaini, with home
she is happily married for the last 35 years. Imdad Hussaini
himself is a very well-known and outstanding poet of Sindhi. She
is a proud mother of a daughter (Dr. Sandhva Syed) and 2 Sons
(Sunny Shah: a software engineer) and Jaani Shah (an MBA).

Her collection of poctry “Choddenh Chand Akaas” was
published by a well known Urdu poet Fahmida Rivaz's publishing
House: WADA in 2003. She has compiled and translated five
books. She edited a family cum literary magazine “Sojhro™ in
1972-1973. She has also edited 2 issues of “Bukhtawar” (monthly
by Ibrat Group of publicitions) in 1990. She has received many
awards and crests from local literary social and educational
organizations, in recognition of her services towards literature,
education and society.

Sawant Ali Shah
Karachi, Sindh
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